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FROM THE FOG 


We Need Your Help in Planning for the Future ..... 

Sines vaiea {eases ¢ Phaee yd oso ¥ by Frank Morton 
The enclosed survey will help FOG determine its future direc- 
tion. It also will give members the chance to be involved in 
FOG’s planning. 

How to Vote ..... 60.00 cece eee ees by Melissa Gray 
Melissa reviews the “alee for balloting in the 1986 FOG General 
Election. 

. by Gale Rhoades 
Authors of FOGHORN submissions now will receive notification 
that their articles, etc., have been received. We hope this will 
end duplication of material and effort. 

Misconceptions ...........-+0.ee00s by John Gaudio 
A personal opinion from John on comments about FOG extend- 
ing support to encompass operating systems other than 
CP/M. . 


TIPS FOR TYROS 


Tips for Repairing Circuit Boards ...by Obra W. Bliss 
If you need to go inside your computer, care and the right 
equipment can save you time and money. 

Using WordStar to Print as You Edit .............. 

EB sVokasiaa o-sveceedalateiara aod acdboceus aks egelaboptya’a by Cathi Morrison 
An easy way to print a small section of a long document with- 
out leaving the file. 

Get That File Up and Working; ESE 2 0 ccs sesststa'n a acaizenave 

orb aomebte 4 S armenian 42 yan 54 5 eee by Daniel J. Chupinsky 
You can stop CP/M from looking at the name of every file be- 
fore it finds the one you want. 


ARTICLES 


Vixen Help with Terminal Control ...............4 

by Jason M. Bloomberg 
How to install Personal Pearl on nthe Vixen. 

More WordStar Interfile Techniques .............. 

i 5 settee AR AERA AEG eRERES TO NOTTS by Or. A. Neil Ennis 
The use and interaction of WordStar files i is easy if you follow 
these simple guidelines. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Improve Your Writing with Word Processing ...... 


POEs Soha canes aly westonate x Wa cbiawasare phaser esabilareie’e by C. Stenton 
review of a book that uses word pencesala to help you write 
etter. 


HARDWARE REVIEWS 
The Osborne Vixen by Jason M. Bloomberg 
A review of this top little portable computer. 
ROM 1.21, INOVA 500 RAM-Disk/Memory Board and 
WestWind Hard Disk ................. by Ed Squires 
Ed shares his experience with using these three products. 
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SOFTWARE REVIEWS 


KAMAS Revisited: A Review of Further Develop- 

NIOMS: his tc CBhes 223K ee 5S Lanse by Dick Ezzard 
An update of the review of the software package, KAMAS, . 
which was published in the March, 1985 FOGHORN. 

MEDSTAT: A Toolbox of Menu-Driven Statistical Pro- 

QIANG seiarvia s 3 absinaise< ecg ve Bey by Gregory L. Smith 
Areview of the medical, biological and social science statisti- 
cal package, MEDSTAT. 

The MTBASIC Compiler: A Multitasking Language 

Compiler ..... 06. ccc cece ence cena by Darren Leno 
This review describes the MTBASIC compiler as one of the 
best investments that an experienced BASIC language pro- 
grammer can make. 

The MEX114 Modem Program ........ by Don Riggs 
The MEX114 program is a very powerful communications pro- 
gram with a tremendous degree of flexibility. 

Desktop Accountant Version 7 ...by Richard A. Cohen 
An inexpensive, high quality software package that while 
slow, would be useful for the small company. 

REMBRANDT: The Business Graphics Toolkit ..... 

Sw iaayhyaty oo tugs papuness tay weit Ae Mapa ANS by Veikko Rekunen 
If you are looking for an inexpensive graphics toolkit, consider * 
REMBRANDT. It has its shortcomings, but is a good way to 
start with graphics presentation. 

The Star Vs. the New ..............006. by Yigal Zan 

’ A look at WordStar and its work-alike: NewWord from a cre- 
ative writing perspective. 


SYSTEM NOTES 


Avoiding BDOS Errors ...........04.. by Dick Ryno 
Keep track of your drive speeds and avoid those frustrating 
BDOS errors. 

MicroSoft BASCOM Patches ............ cc cceeee 

. Patches to run MicroSoft BASCOM packages for an 80-column 
screen. 

Underlining Whole Phrases with WordStar ........ 

by Paul “Unknown” 

eg want continuous underlining in WordStar, try this little 
trick. 
Speeding Up WordStar and Suppressing Hyphen- 
BION 5 5 hewn 3x werstees s + amet s CR by Joel McClure 
These WordStar enhancements work with both standard 
WordStar and CHARTECH. 

Zero K Files forCP/M+ ..... by J. Michael Thomas, Jr. 
A fast and simple way to create zero length files in CP/M 3.0. 

Automatically Configuring the Arrow Keys on Enter- 

ing and Leaving WordStar ......... by Keith Conover 


This patch will set the arrow keys on Osborne double density 
machines to WordStar defaults. 
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FOG has been formed as a users’ group for all persons who use or are interested in portable computers. Membership is available to 
any interested party whether or not they currently own a computer. The FOGHORN is published monthly by FOG for its members. A 
subscription providing bulk mail delivery to an address in the U.S. is included with membership in FOG for $24.00 per year. See chart 
below for the additional postage required for other locations. Address all inquiries to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. 


The voice phone is (415) 755-2000. 


President/Founder & Trustee.............. Frank Morton 
i .Gale P. Rhoades 
..Jim Schenkel 
John Gaudio 
.... Jack Brown 


Technical Support 


FOG System #1 
FOG System #4. Roy Robinson 
FOG System #10 George Peace 
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FOG System #16 Mike Faith 
FOG System #19 uss Howell 
FOG System #22.. ..David Jung 
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FOG System #31... cescssccsecsessseseneeesees Jim Switz 
FOG System #34.. John Keenan 
FOG System #37.. .otan Countz 
FOG System #40. Phil Moore 
FOG System #43... Ralph Frost 
FOG System #46.. | Burnstein 


Officers and Trustees of FOG 


Vice President & Trustee ...Philip Moore Editor, FOGHORN & Trustee 
Corporate Secretary & Trustee .. -Bob Kavinoky — Chief Financial Officer & Trustee 
Trustee ..Alan Chattaway Trustee... 

.Walt Beaudry ‘Trustee... 


.... Bobbie Freitas 
SYSOPs of FOG 

FOG System #2.. .-Peter Heckmann = FOG System #3 

FOG System #5.. ..Frank Morton FOG System #6.. FOG office 
FOG System #11 Bond Shands = FOG System #12 Troy Soult 
FOG System #14... Jonathan Block FOG System #15 Scott Gray 
FOG System #17... .Guy Gamble — FOG System #18 on Forsythe 
FOG System #20... Steve Turner — FOG System #21........ssssssssssssssessnsesssesees Nigel Grant 
FOG System #23... Ernie Dryden FOG System #24 Curt Edwards 
FOG System #26... .RonLendon —- FOG System #27 .Bob Herrin 
FOG System #29... John Kinsella FOG System #30, .. Mark Sevi 
FOG System #32... Kenji Nakadegawa 
FOG System #35... .Mike Armstrong FOG System #36. John Wethington 
FOG System #38... .Gerald Wright FOG System #39. .. Steve Ekwall 
FOG System #41 eorge Porcella © FOG System #42. Robert Burr 
FOG System #44 ...David Bonds —_- FOG System #45. .. George Owen 
FOG System #47... ne Champagne —- FOG System #48. ... Dick Worth 


To contact any of these Trustees, officers, or SYSOPs, please write c/o the FOG office. 


First Class Postage Rates 
The following is a list of additional charges (per 
publication) which must be included with new or 
renewing memberships effective 3/1 er 


Canada & Mexico (First Class) ..... D...$ 9.00 
Members with U.S. addresses who | prefer | First Class ore 
to Non-profit bulk mail ADD... 9. 


ivery) .. 
Asia, Africa, & Far East (Airmail First Ctass) .. 
Out of North America preferning surface mall — deli 
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Please Help 
It is essential that you include your account 
(membership) number in all correspondence. Omit- 
ting your membership number will needlessly delay ship- 
ment of your order. \t is not necessary to write a 
separate check for each different order. Consolidat- 
ing your requests and sending only one check will 


save the staff considerable time. 
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Nee by Obra W. Bliss 


© COPYRIGHT 1985 by FOG for the 
exclusive use and enjoyment of its members. 
Any reprint or reproduction must be ap- 
proved, in writing, in advance, by FOG. 
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A magnetic field might cause a problem to the data on your 
disk but Obra says airport X-rays won't do any harm. 


The Importance of Footings ...by Charles Sandercock 
How to print identifiers on hard copy so that the disk and file 
from which it came can be identified. 

Using Spare Sectors for Directory Programs 

Ba daseragen decoNasedae, gaa o db. douhedaone pulacaaincvenaisisa by Paul Totman 
“Fixing” disk directories and changing the control keys to do 
more work for you. 


APPLICATIONS TOOLBOX 


The WordStar/KAMAS Affair by Dick Ezzard 
KAMAS is a great partner for WordStar to visit to reorganize 
files. It's not a marriage, but the relationship is developing. ; 

Faster Letters with WordStar by Neil McCubbin 
Create a standardized, neat layout for the start and finish of a 
business letter. 

Automatically Dating Documents in WordStar .... 

a a dE eo eirmacnanmeninrs hee WAS BIS Kee by Charles Sandercock 
Charles developed three different ways to put a date into let- 
ters created in WordStar. 

Fancy Return Address Labels 


this little program. 
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DBASE Il 
DBASE II MEM Files Conversion Program ........ 


by Fred G. Stewart 
The “lazy” person’s way to convert dBASE Il ver. 2.3b MEM 
_files into ver. 2.43* MEM files. 
Calling Disk7 from dBASE Il by Jerry Boyce 
Disk7, loaded above dBASE, will let you call up another rou- 
tine from another command file without leaving dBASE. 
GOBASE II File Conversion ............. by Mark Sevi 
Converting ASCII files to dBASE II files and vice versa. 


FOG MEMBER LIBRARY NEWS 


Library Notes by Jack Brown 
FOG disks CPM.013 through .020 are introduced. 


EXECUTIVE 


A Patch for KEYS.COM  ...........0055 by Bill Staley 
How to modify KEYS.COM for the Executive so that your spe- 
cial function keys will no longer be sent to the printer and will 
appear on screen. 

Executive Tips with WordStar 3.3, and SmartKey 

WEE e ipeecincwrornliapenaamiia’s cs eae es by Robert Schine 
Modifying WordStar’s ‘‘delete line”, a fix for the overscan on 
some monitors, SmartKey ll+ quirks, and more. 


cont. on page 14 
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We Need Your Help in 


Planning for the Future 
by Frank Morton 


Here it is — another new year beginning. 1986 is going to 
be an important one for FOG. We certainly hope that it will be a 
happy and prosperous one for you and anyone who is impor- 
tant to you. 

We have stated many times before that FOG is here to serve 
you the members. Our intent is to provide the assistance and 
communication network for you to help each other learn how 
to best use your computers and software (whatever they may 
be). We try to help your AMOs provide the help and service you 
desire on a local basis. And yet, we realize that many of you 
are also in sufficiently remote areas that you are not able to 
participate in local groups. The needs of our large and diverse 
membership vary greatly with locale and with computer 
applications. 

The fact that FOG has grown to the size it is today attests to 
the fact that we must have done pretty well so far. It has been 
difficult to attempt to estimate what your varied needs were. 
Not all of our past decisions have been totally popular at the 
time we made them. And yet, | think that overall we have faired 
pretty well in the long run. 

We appreciate the kudos received from you and we are very 
mindful of the comments and suggestions you have offered. 
While we try our best to be what you would like us to be, we 
must attempt to do that which is in the best interest of the 
greatest majority while not going beyond our capabilities by 
attempting to be all things for all people. It has been a real 
challenge in our future planning. 

Now we have an active Long Range Planning Committee. It 
is making an earnest effort to determine what you desire our 
future direction should be. The needs of members and the 
types of computers used has become quite diverse. Con- 
sequently, the committee has drafted a questionnaire for your 
consideration. It is included in this issue of the FOGHORN. We 
hope that you will give it your serious consideration and will 
individually participate in our long range planning by filling 
out this survey and returning it to the FOG office. 

Let me reassure you that all information received by FOG 
from its members is held in the strictest confidence. We are 
not conducting this survey for any marketing purposes. We 
ask what equipment or software applications you are using or 


plan to use solely for the purpose of trying to determine what 
your needs are in terms of support. By surveying the equip- 
ment you use and the applications to which you apply your 
software we will gain better insight as to what kind of a user 
base we have. 

Your responses to our annual elections have been much 
higher than is normal for our kind of mail-in voting. | hope you 
will continue this FOG tradition by actively participating in 
this survey as well. The only way we can feel confident that 
our long range planning will follow the desires of our members 
is if we have a very large response to this survey. Don’t let the 
statement that the squeaky wheel gets the grease apply here. 
Make sure that your desires are represented rather than those 
of just a vocal minority! 

As | said in the October, 1985 FOGHORN, our Long Range 
Planning Committee decided that enough members have ex- 
pressed an interest in our supporting operating systems other 
than CP/M to warrant our taking some action in that direction. 
Let us know your feelings on this! 

Although we have received some negative responses on the 
other operating systems issue, they are (at least so far) in the 
minority. The Nov. 8 — Dec. 6, 1985 issue of MicroTimes has 
picked up on this issue in their User Group Network article on 
page 110. They quoted portions of my October editorial and of 
an October East Bay FOG unsigned editorial with a negative 
response. Actually, | think the coverage in MicroTimes is good 
and it gives FOG some free publicity. 

In conclusion, it is vital to YOUR best interests to review the 
enclosed survey carefully and to express your opinion as to 
the direction that FOG should take. Please add any comments 
you wish to make in addition to answering the questions re- 
garding the equipment and software applications that you use 
and intend to be using. | and the other members of your FOG 
Board of Trustees will be very grateful. With your help we can 
make FOG become what YOU want it to be. Thanks for your 
interest and our very best wishes for a very HAPPY NEW 
YEAR to you all! 


How to Vote 
by Melissa Gray 


With the 1986 FOG General Election material in the mail, I'd 
like to take a moment to review the rules for balloting. This will 
ease my task as Inspector of Elections and, thus, reduce the 
cost to FOG, as well as offering you the opportunity to insure 
that your ballot counts. 

The main problem that occurred in previous elections was 
the confusion over choosing between casting your own votes 
(ballot) or designating someone else to cast all or part of your 
votes (proxy). 

You may choose ONLY one — ballot OR proxy. Included in 
the election material is one sheet, divided by perforation 
marks, that includes both the proxy and the ballot forms. After 
reading through the candidates’ statements, separate either 
the ballot form OR the proxy form from the perforated sheet 
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and complete it as directed on the form. 

If you choose to vote your own ballot (as opposed to des- 
ignating a proxy), simply place a check by each candidate you 
are voting FOR (you may vote for fewer than five but voting for 
more than five will invalidate your ballot). 

Place ONLY the Ballot portion of the sheet in your OFFICIAL 
envelope. This envelope authenticates your ballot. Nothing 
other than your vote selections should be written on the Ballot 
form. 

The purpose of designating a proxy is solely to completa 
your ballot in the General Election. Your proxy designate has 
no other power. Therefore, if you know exactly which can- 
didates you wish to vote for you should choose to vote your 
own ballot. However, if you are unsure about how you want to 
vote AND you want to give your power to vote to another mem- 
ber of FOG, you should choose to designate a proxy. 

If you choose to designate a proxy to vote all or part of your 
ballot, you MUST designate a current member of FOG as your 
proxy. You might choose one of the candidates, a current 
member of the board, a member of the office staff, or one of 
your local FOG Group officers. 

You MUST specify your proxy by legible NAME — not title 
— in the space provided on the Proxy form or your proxy will 
be invalid. You MAY indicate any candidates for whom you re- 
quire your proxy designate to vote or not to vote. You will 
invalidate your proxy if you specify more than five candidates 
to vote for. Circle the name(s) of candidates your proxy des- 
ignate must vote for and cross out the name(s) of the can- 
didates your proxy designate may NOT vote for. Do not 
underline your candidate(s) of choice as that might be con- 
fused with crossing out. 

To complete the validation process of your Proxy, you MUST 
print and sign your name and fill in your FOG membership 
number and the date. Place ONLY the Proxy portion of the 
sheet in your OFFICIAL envelope. This envelope authenticates 
your proxy. Nothing other than your proxy designate’s name, 
any (optional) vote selections/de-selections, and your identi- 
fication, signature and date should be written on the Proxy 
form. 

Do not include address changes or renewals with your bal- 
lot or proxy as the official election envelope goes to an in- 
dependent vote-tallying service and not to FOG. Do not save 
the election envelope for use after the election as the address 
on the envelope is only valid during the period of the election. 

You may mail the official election envelope (to be received 
by March 20, 1986) OR deliver it at the General Meeting 
(March 22, 1986). Any other method of delivery invalidates 
your ballot. The official results of the election will be available 
March 23, 1986. Any election material received after March 22 

will be discarded. 

If you submit a Proxy, either to your proxy designate or to 
the Inspector of Elections, you may rescind that proxy by con- 
tacting the person holding it prior to March 22. To rescind a 
proxy held by the Inspector of Elections, you must send a 
signed letter (signature must match proxy held) including your 
Membership Number specifying that you request your pre- 
vious proxy to be rescinded and replaced by another FOG 
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member as proxy (whose name is clearly indicated in the let- 
ter) OR by the enclosed Ballot form from your election material, 
filled in properly. 


To contact the Inspector of Elections, write to: 


Melissa Gray 
2215-R Market St. 
San Francisco, CA 94114 ° 


lf, after reading these instructions and those in the Election 


| Material, you still do not understand how to complete your bal- 


lot or proxy you may contact Melissa Gray at (415) 861-2570. 
Please do not abuse the phone privilege. 
sees 8 8 6 


A System to 


Eliminate Duplication 
by Gale Rhoades 


In the four months since Joanne Bransdon was hired for the 
position of copy editor/production assistant, the FOGHORN 
staff has greatly reduced the backlog of unpublished 
submissions. , 

Joanne is now sending a note to all authors as she receives 
their files. If the submission was sent on disk, the note accom- 
panies the return of your disk. For those who uploaded the 
submission to one of the FOG RCP/M systems or sent inh in as 
hard copy, only the note is sent. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Blackship Computer Supply has served 
the wholesale industry as brokers and 
wholesale merchants since 1980. If you 
have ever bought a high quality diskette 
from a reputable merchant who “wasn't 
allowed to reveal the source” but 
backed it with a lifetime guarantee the 
chance was good that they bought it 
wholesale from Blackship.-NOW YOU 
CAN BUY WHOLESALE TOO! 


1-50 

§.25" SSOD .79 
5.25” DSDD .89 

PC FORMATTED 1.09 


AT 1.2MB/3.5 1D (Mac) 1.99 


Add $3.00 shipping and handling per 100 Disk- 
etlas COD add $1.95 (CA residents add 
6.5% sales tax) VISA MC COD 


P.O. Box 883362 
B HIP San Francisco, CA 94188 
ale LACKS In California 415- eer 
COMP! USA orders 800-4. 
pig alse gs In Canada 403-428-6229 


Foolish to 
pay more. 


Dangerous 


to pay less. 


* QUALITY MEDIA 

> LIFETIME 
REPLACEMENT 
GUARANTEE 

+ HUB RINGS 

* TYVEC EPS. 

° WRITE PROTECTS 


FOGHORN Vol. V No. 4 


47 


FOGHORN Vol. V No. 4 


If you submitted an article and have not received acknowl- 
edgement, please drop us a note or call Joanne (in the after- 
noons). Please do not resubmit the article or letter unless: 


1. You discover an error in the original submission (be sure to 

- include a note to Joanne or David so they know what the 
difference is). 

2. Joanne contacts you to sequedt correction or replacement 
of a damaged file. 


David, Joanne and Jonathan are spending a lot of time 
sorting through multiple submissions of nearly identical files 
in an effort to avoid publishing something which has already 
been published. 

Submissions to the FOGHORN, the new 16/32-bit publica- 
tion, or to the Disk Library are the fuel which makes FOG work 
for all of us. Jack Brown (Technical Support Manager) and | 
are now trying (with the help of volunteers) to test all programs 
included in the library or one of the publications. 

We are doing this because, naturally, we want all programs 
to work correctly. We have been finding that quite often pro- 
grams submitted for the library do not work. In many cases, 
the error/s appear to be simply the result of the author not 
proofing his/her copy or testing the program for accuracy be- 
fore submitting it. 

These are the same reasons for many of the errors found in 
material submitted for the FOGHORN ; a simple error in proof- 
ing or the program has not been tested. 

While we hope the efforts or our part will make the two pub- 
lications and the library even more useful to you, we need your 
assistance in ensuring you send us material that you have 
checked and tested for accuracy. Your help in these matters 


will be much very appreciated. 
ese esesees8 


Misconceptions 
John Gaudio 


As a member of both FOG’s board of directors and’ long 
range planning committeeI wish to address some comments 
I've heard through letters to the FOG office, articles, and ru- 
mors. Please understand that what | say here is my own opin- 
ion. | presume to speak only for John Gaudio, and not for the 
entire board or committee. 

The question of support for other operating systems, MS- 
DOS prominent among them, first came up through requests 
from existing FOG members, some using both MS-DOS and 
CP/M machines and some who have made a change from 
CP/M to other operating systems. In his article More About 
FOG Supporting MS-DOS, Quad City Osborne Group Newsletter, 
November, 1985, Bob Lay says: 


”...n spite of (apparent) strong opposition of the . 
FOG members, the FOG board has appropriated 
funds ($7,000 is the figure | have heard) accu- 
mulated from CP/M user members to try to start a 
PC-D0S/MS-DOS publication. 
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It appears the trustees are more interested in 
promoting membership growth, than in using the 
F0G’s considerable resources to maintain to the 
fullest extent possible exclusive support for 
CP/M-80.” 


FOG’s is neither to promote membership growth nor to maintain 
exclusive support for CP/M-80. These have never been, and | hope 
never will be basic to the purpose of FOG. The basic purpose Is to 
help you the members help one another so that we all get the most 
from our computers. 

FOG was born on a night when Frank Morton gathered 11 
Osborne 1 users for this very purpose. We have now grown to 
help the users of a number of different CP/M and related 
computers to help one another. They are not all users of 
Osborne 1’s. They are not all users exclusively of CP/M. The 
basic purpose of FOG is not to support a particular computer 
or even a particular operating system. 

Our purpose is to support those computer users asking us for 
help in helping themselves and one another. 

The board has received direct requests from you, members 
of FOG, to extend support beyond the CP/M operating system. 
We have also received requests to maintain the support we 
currently provide for CP/M. 

To accommodate both groups we have created two sample 
issues of a second and separate publication. The cost of 
approximately $7,000 represents less than three percent of 
our annual expenditures, and that money comes not exclu- 
sively from CP/M user members, but from all FOG members, 
including those who currently cry out for help above and be- 
yond that which we now offer. The new publication will sup- 
port itself in a short time or it will not be continued. 

The largest concern appears to be the fear that FOG’s sup- 
port for CP/M will disappear. This will not happen. The 
FOGHORN will continue as a CP/M magazine, and this new sis- 
ter publication, ultimately supported by separate funds, will 
provide the additional support that many of you are 
requesting. 

If the new publication fails miserably because our members 
don’t want it, then it will die. If it’s a moderate success, suffi- 
cient to pay for itself, or even a smashing success with 10 
times the readership of the current FOGHORN, then it will con- 
tinue as a sister publication to the FOGHORN. \n any case the 
FOGHORN will continue as a CP/M magazine so long as you 
continue to support it. 

| appreciate the concerns that some of you have, and thank 
people like Bob Lay for bringing them to our attention. | hope 
that this will clarify what we’re doing and help to dispel some 
of the misconceptions associated with the new publication. 

| further ask you to help the board avoid any misconception 
of your needs. Included with this copy of your FOGHORN is a 
questionnaire. What are your needs today, and what will they 
be in the near future? | ask you to help FOG, and to help your- 
selves by completing your questionnaire and sending it back 
to us promptly. We need your input. We need your help. 
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Proofreader is a Great Spelling Checker 

As a recent convert to The Random House ProofReader, | 
enjoyed Barry Patterson’s excellent software review of the 
subject in the April, 1985 FOGHOAN. 

He stated that the version for double density Osbornes has 
a 32,000 word lexicon and that a 50,000 word dictionary is 
available for larger capacity disks such as found on the 
Osborne 4 Vixen. 

This letter is to show an Osborne 1 double density disk file 
arrangement with the Random House 80,000 word dictionary 
— their largest — and also WordStar files. ProofReader may 
be ordered from the source given at the end of this letter. 

The convenience of using a spelling checker seems to be 
directly proportional to the size of its dictionary. Ignoring or 
manually checking the many unknown words not found in a 
smaller dictionary, greatly reduces its usefulness. 

Barry noted that, “The dictionary in ProofReader is a literal 
one. It checks against actual words including plurals and 
adverbs.” 

Comparative and superlative forms of adjectives are also 
included as separate words. Widely used standard dic- 
tionaries contain more than 160,000 words. They do not uni- 
formly include the large number of similar words derived from 

“these different word forms. Consequently, the effective size of 
a literal dictionary is much smaller than its word count 
suggests. 

The 80,000 word dictionary requires 182K bytes, all but 3K 
bytes of the file space on an Osborne single sided, double den- 
sity disk. This disk is assigned to Drive A. The ProofReader 
programs and other files for routine usage occupy an 
additional 50K bytes. These files, of course, must be assigned 
to the other disk which is in Drive B. ProofReader programs 
PRFSETUP and PRFADD are not needed for routine usage and 
are not included on this latter disk. 

With this arrangement 135K bytes remain on Drive B. Most 
of this space is available for WordStar document files. Other 
programs such as XDIR and PIP may also be assigned to this 
disk if desired. 

A convention most WordStar users find convenient is to as- 
sign Drive A to WS and other programs and Drive B to WS doc- 
ument files. The disk drive assignments described above for 
running ProofReader are consistent with this convention for 
WordStar. The transition from the WordStar document prep- 
aration phase to the ProofReader spelling checking phase re- 
quires merely switching disks in Drive A. 
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To illustrate, assume the final save of the WS document is 
via “KD (where ~ means Control). B is the logged drive. When 
the 8) prompt appears enter PRF ©. PRF will request the name 
of the file to be checked. Before entering the file name and e, 
remove the WS disk in Drive A and replace it with the disk 
Containing the 80,000 word dictionary. 

CAUTION: Do not reboot or enter a ~C. Immediately atter the 
© following the entry of the file name, PRF checks both drives 
to find the dictionary. Then the spelling checker starts. I’ve 
assigned a special function key to the WS disk to effect this 
switch from WS to PRF as follows: 


“KDRPRF © 
ProofReader may be ordered from: 


Warehouse Data Products 
2701 West Glendale Avenue, Suite 6 
Phoenix, AZ 85021 


The cost is $54 including shipping and the cost of convert- 
ing from their format to the Osborne 1 double density format. 
This letter contains 536 words of which 214 are unique. The 
total time for spelling checking was 1 minute 50 seconds. 

Russel D. Dean 
South Charleston, WV 


ATop Beginners’ Pascal Package 

| want to share a software package with other TURBO Pas- 
cal users who are beginners. 

FAST TRACK TO TURBO PASCAL from Congenial Software 
is an interactive tutorial program on TURBO Pascal on three 
disks. Many examples of TURBO Pascal programming are 
given and the program includes reviews and quizzes so that 
the user can be guided as learning occurs. In fact, the user 
gets a “report” on the items that were “right” or “‘wrong’’. 

| am delighted with FAST TRACK TO TURBO PASCAL as a 
teaching tool. | recommend this software to other teachers 
who are trying TURBO Pascal. The price is $39.95 and | think 
that the program is a bargain. It runs on MS-DOS 2+ for the 
IBM-PC family or on CP/M 2.2. 

Anyone wishing to contact the author, please write to: 


Congenial Software 
203 West 16th Street 
Lumberton, NC 28358 


PS. Dr. Stratil {the author/has produced a version for CP/M- 
80 for the Osborne 1 and Kaypro computers. The program is 
written in TURBO Pascal. 
PPS. | wish that Borland International Co. has had this pro- 
gram at the same time that they released the TURBO TUTOR. 
Learning the difference between standard Pascal and TURBO 
Pascal would have been easier. 
Harry Nicholson 
Pittsburgh, PA 
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Placing an 1/0Byte 

This is in answer to Conrad Stenton’s letter in the August, 
1985 FOGHORN. He wanted to know how to place an unusual 
1/OByte, which is located at address 0003 in memory, on the 
system tracks so that it would load automatically. 

While working with DU2 (DU-V87 is available on the FOG li- 
brary Starter Disk) on another problem, | searched for all 
occurrences of 80H (my |/OByte) in tracks 0 and 1, where 
CP/M is located. 


Most turned out to be part of a command, but in Sector 5 of 
Track 1, | found one that was all alone following the comple- 
tion of a jump instruction. When | changed it on the disk and 
rebooted, the byte at 0003 was changed accordingly. 

| have renamed my copy of DU2 to DU. In my example, | am 
changing the byte to 80 from 40 which was on the disk gen- 
erated by MOVCPM. The location of the byte is at 66 in Track 1 
Sector 5. It will be at that location | believe for any standard 0- 
1 system regardless of size, unless the actual CP/M program 
has been enlarged by a patch. Even in that case, it is probably 
in the same relative position to the BIOS jump table which it 
follows fairly closely. 

Here are the commands. © means carriage return. 


DU T1,$5,D 2 Sector is displayed 

CH66 80,0> Modified sector is displayed 
Wo Only if correctly changed 

X Returns to CP/M 

RESET © Loads new system 


Another hint for those using DU is to frequently check 
where you are. In working with queues in it, | have found that 
they tend to unexpectedly change the track and sector that 
are being worked with. For example, when | am at T1,S5 and 
load a program into the queue and then press 6G, | find | am 
working with T3,S1. It’s a simple matter to correct, but had | 
not been aware of it, | perhaps would have made changes to 
an unintended sector. 

John T. Coughlin Il 
Westlake, OH 


Some Tips About Libraries 

At the time of my last submission | recalled reading some- 
where about not using library files. Since then, | found that ref- 
erence and the reasons for it. | have found libraries more 
useful for keeping related files together than for the space- 
saving features, though that is appreciated also. 

Before | returned to Ecuador, | visited several user’s groups 
and stocked up on software. Time was short and it was done 
in a hurry and | just guessed at what might be useful. | got 
both gold and garbage, but what was most frustrating was 
that | got some potentially very useful programs without the 
necessary associated files to use them, such as a modem pro- 
gram without the overlay, etc. 

My brother has since moved to Madison, Wisconsin and is 
active in MOO and is thus able to keep me up on the new addi- 
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tions, but | still think that libraries can be very useful on FOG 
library disks. 

The point of all this is that | think “you can have your cake 
and eat it too’’. There is no reason that libraries cannot be in- 
cluded in libraries except that they have an .LBR extension. In 
the case of .COM files, the extension is commonly changed to 
.OBJ and changed back when used. Therefore, is there any 
reason .LBR files cannot be renamed with an .LB extension, 
just drop the R? They then will go into an .LBR file without any 
problem. | have tried the following procedure and found no 
problems. 


* Line up all of the files to be included, both .LBR and other- 
wise, on a disk. 

* Run $D79 d: $NFLO 

* Rename and edit the resulting SD.DIR and include it as the 
DISK.DOC file in the library to be produced. 

* Use NSWP with the R * mass rename function to change the 
.LBR’s to LB. 

* Use NULU to put it all together. 


You have libraries of related files, a complete directory and 
one master library for modem transmission. 
| hope you find this suggestion useful. 
Orbra W. Bliss 
Opa Locka, FL 


[LBR files can be included in libraries by specifying the exact 
name, é.g., STUFF.LBR. They won't be added when a wild card 


is used. Jack] 
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Help Needed in Implementing an 
MBBS RCP/M System for the 0-1 
| am trying to implement an MBBS RCP/M system and des- 
perately need to hear from someone who has adopted 
MBYE33 for the Osborne 1. It seems overlays are available for 
every machine except the Oz. Please contact me at the ad- 
dress at the bottom of this letter, or through FOGHORN. 
Finally, on prices; I’m still waiting for the price of Drive C, 
hard disk drives, and 2 X 96 TPI disk drives to come down. 
Compared to similar products available on other computers, 
these costs are ridiculous. So is the price for the Portable 
Companion, even though | paid my $25 for six issues. 


Darren Leno 
118-37th Ave. S 
Moorhead, MN 56560 


[Note: RAM-disk and hardisk prices have just dropped 
dramatically! But remember, with CP/M, special software 
drivers have to be written for every hardware addition. So you 
have to pay for the development time in your purchase price. 
Compare this with adding a hard disk to PC-DOS, where all the 
drivers are built into the BIOS and adding hardware requires 
No special programming, and you can see why the prices dif- 
fer somewhat. Jack] 
eee eoeeee 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


Do Something Nice For Your Executive oO 
with help from Microtech Computer Services! 


Take a MEGABOARD BITE with a MEGABYTE BOARD! HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
ANNOUNCING THE NEW _INOVA 1000 With the original INOVA 500 
1,024 K replacement memory board! 512 K replacement memory board! 
Up to 800 k of swift, silent RAMdisk! Up to 390 k RAMdisk! ... | 
Only $550 with Free SKEYS software Only $395 with Free SKEYS software | 


Both of these terrific enhancements to your Executive offer the following features: 
e Variable—size, Multifunction RAMdisk 
— Sprint—loads 1 or 2 floppies in seconds; much faster than the port—connected competition 
— Runs all Executive programs up to 10 times faster than your floppies can! 
— Completely silent with no wear and tear on your disk drives! 


e Serial/Parallel Print Buffer 
— Up to 60 K of text can be stored onboard and printed while you go on » Notth your work! 
— You can repeat printing of the buffer contents or bypass the buffer completely! 
— Switch from serial to parallel anytime; even print to your modem port or CRT} 


@ Clean, Completely Internal, Completely Compatible Installation 
— No unsightly cables to clutter up the front of your Executive! 


— Does not tie up your one—and—only disk pocket! 
— Easy, fast installation with illustrated, step—by—step instructions! ry f 
Best of all, you can run a RAMdisk, SKEYS and buffer ALL AT ONCE, and you also get many useful utility programs} 
(Both products are compatible with WestWind hard disks/Drive C, and G2 Systems/Future Systems disk drive upgrades.) 
SKEYS ... the multi-function, multi—faceted, there—when—you—need—it SUPER PROGRAM! 
SKEYS is always ready in the background with OVER 2 DOZEN FUNCTIONS, including: 


e 2 Calculators @ 22 Additional Function Keys e@ 5 Sets of Standard Function Keys 
e@ Memory—typewriter Mode @ True Screen—print e@ Complete Keyboard Redefinition 
e Memory Editor e@ ASCII Chart @ AND MUCH MORE! 


Regularly $89.95; FOG member discount price only $59.95! Send $2.00 for SKEYS demo disk (refunded w/order) 
SOLVE THE MYSTERY OF THE INVISIBLE HARD DISK & GET AN EXTRA 10 MEGABYTES FOR ONE DOLLAR! 
The Ultimate Upgrade for your Executive] 

Our President, Jim Switz, apologizes because as much as he’d like to show you our unique built-in hard disk, he 
can’t! With the brilliant engineering of Doug & Mike Griswold at G2 Systems Design, it’s vanished INSIDE the Execl 
COMPLETELY INTERNAL 10 megabyte hard disk —— Mass storage with complete portability! 

Keep both floppy drives and your disk pocket! Utilities include: archive/backup, formatter and partitioner 
$1298 including Microtech installation (add $200 for addition of a double—sided or quad—density floppy B: drive) 
Ship your machine to us and we'll pay for return UPS shipping (call first to schedule your shipment to us}) 

AND NOW ... our Ten Cents a Megabyte Bonus ... Add $1.00 and get a 20 megabyte hard disk instead of a 10) 
Why? Our sales manager, Lowell Streiker, says, "Why not?" 


842 Stanton Road, Burlingame, Calif. 94010 <<—— Note our NEW ADDRESs| 


£&Microtech (4415) 692-1404 (voice) (415) 692— 1406 (bulletin board 24hrs 300/1200 baud) : 
COMPUTER SERVICES For orders only (outside California) 800-231-6918 ( 


dling plus applicable sales tax within California, 


d han 
Please add $5.00 per item shipping an WeeaWind, Drive C, G2 Systems and Future Systems 


Trademarks: INOVA 500, INOVA 1000, Executive, 
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RAM Innovation for the Executive 

| have been watching for a disk or memory expansion for 
the Osborne Executive that would serve my mainly word pro- 
cessing needs. 

| also prefer to work on the hardware myself. The available 
internal and external hard disks cost as much as the rest of 
the computer. The Future Systems double sided upgrade be- 
came available only recently on an install-it-yourself basis and 
would not provide much of a speed increase. Using Drive C 
(WestWind) through the IEEE 488 port which also supports 
my printer did not seem attractive either. 

The June Microtech advertisement described a new prod- 
uct from INOVA which seemed to be what | was looking for. The 
INOVA 500 is a 512K dynamic RAM board which replaces the 
existing 128K RAM board. It is bank switched to support this 
sized memory, taking advantage of the bank switching ca- 
pability of CP/M 3. 

The first 128K is a replacement for the existing memory. 
One thus gains 380K of new memory. It can be used as a RAM- 
disk and, potentially, as a print buffer. 

A demonstration at Microtech of an early version of the 
board was impressive and | ordered one. The present board 
uses the original RAM board with the memory chips replaced 
with higher density chips. There also are two new chips in 
some spare locations with a number of cuts and jumper wires 
to support the bank switching. 

Two prices were available: one where your original board 
was changed and the other where Microtech supplied the 
board to be modified. Microtech also supplied installation in- 
structions for the do-it-yourselfers. 

I chose to keep my original board — a combination of para- 
noia and shorter down time. The people at Microtech say that 
a complete printed circuit board is being developed so that 
board upgrades will not be necessary. 

The installation instructions are quite specific, so anyone 
with the inclination should be able to follow them. 

The approach recommended for static electricity avoidance 
is effective and humorous. | chose to use a copper grounding 
bracelet instead. The system works fine. The RAM-disk is 
fast. With both WordStar and the document in RAM-disk, 
editing is faster. Spelling checking with the document and 
dictionary in RAM-disk is much faster as is SuperCalc. Saving 
files to floppy is limited by the speed of the floppy. 

The contents of the RAM are not erased by a reset. The 
Osborne diagnostics work correctly and test the first 128K as 
usual. A program that tests all 512K is included and seems to 
work, in that my working RAM passed the tests. 

The software support for the RAM-disk is still in the prelimi- 
nary stage. A 183K RAM-disk is supported so that an entire 
disk can be copied rapidly to or from RAM. | prefer to use the 
larger size RAM-disk (255K) which requires a slower file by file 
copy. 

The print buffer was not yet available. INOVA promised to 
provide the new software in mid November. The delay is attrib- 
uted to the problems of supporting the many “non-standard” 


The RAM-disk software allows it to be defined as Drive A 
with the floppies as B and C or any other combination of the 
three you desire. 

| have found no incompatibilities with other programs. This 
letter is being composed using the RAM-disk and | don’t know 
how | lived without it. [The print buffer and other software up- 
grades now are available. Editor] 


Extras 

Included with the RAM-disk is the SKEYS memory resident 
program. It supports powerful key definitions, on-line calcula- 
tors, screen printing, memory editor and more. 

| use the arrow key definition change and time readout the 
most. The 58 pages of documentation are thorough but still 
preliminary with the update coming to registered users. The 
description of how WordStar captures keyboard input is very 
informative. 


Takes a Licking and Keeps on Ticking 

In the July FOGHORN letters, Pat Carlson asked about tem- 
perature extremes effecting diskettes. Ferromagnetic materi- 
als will lose most induced magnetism (and become only 
paramagnetic) if they are heated above a critical temperature 
known as the Curie Point. For magnetic cores (remember 
them?) used in computer memories, this temperature is quite 
high (the Curie Point for iron is 770 degrees C), and well above 
the temperature where a floppy disk will melt. The magnetic 
surface of disks is a thin coating of a similar material. At low 
temperatures | know of no mechanism for loss of induced 
magnetization. 

Being of an experimental nature | decided to puta floppy to 
the test. | used an Elephant Memory Systems SSDD floppy 
(they are inexpensive for non-critical storage). Its package 
States that it has a temperature range of 50 to 125 degrees F. 

| placed it in a ziplock bag and purged the air and moisture 
with dry nitrogen gas. After sealing the bag | placed it.in a 
styrofoam box and poured liquid nitrogen over it. Once things 
had settled down | submerged the floppy in the liquid. 

Care was required because the plastic is very brittle at 
these temperatures. Liquid nitrogen is at 78 degrees Kelvin, - 
319 degrees F. The liquid boiled away over the next hour and 
the disk warmed up slowly. The disk was dry and seemed as 
flexible as usual when taken out of the bag. 

Back at room temperature and into the computer where it 
booted and ran fine. All files intact. 

So, cold does not cause loss of data. Why the worries and 
warning on the disk package? Moisture and ice could be prob- 
lems and the plastic does get brittle when it is cold. Pat, how 
cold does it get in Chitina, AK, or were you going to store your 
disks in the fridge during the hot summer months? 


INOVA 
11311 Stemmons Frwy 
Suite 7 
Dallas, Texas 75229 
(214) 241-9515 


r 2 Executive configurations with hard disks or double sided fichhaet Ca 
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Great Deals from Software Bankruptcy Sales! 

Osborne users should keep their eyes open for bankruptcy 
sales among computer software dealers. 

“So who’s selling Osborne software?” you ask. Don’t worry 
about it. At a recent software bankruptcy sale, | managed to 
find WordStar 3.0 for $15, SpellStar for $10, MailMerge for 
$10, dBASE II ver. 2.40 for $15, plus loads of other stuff like 
Interlogic’s CP/M Deadline game for $5. There were so many 
goodies that | had to call other Foggers and ask them to help 
me buy up all this great stuff. 

There was one catch: most of the packages were in odd-ball 
formats like Xerox, Televideo, IBM or 8” CP/M. 

Now here's the interesting wrinkle — it doesn’t matter what 
the format is! The straight-up stuff like Xerox can be PlPed 
from one drive to another on the Osborne and it’s ready to go 
on Drive B. It won’t work right out of the box, but it’s OK after 
PIPing. 

WordStar arrives on an 8” floppy uninstalled, but it comes 
with an OUTSTANDING manual and it can be installed quickly 
after paying 10 bucks to the neighborhood hacker to’ 
download it to 5” floppies. Well, sort of quickly. 

The real interesting part of all this is that nobody seems to 
care if you bought an IBM MS-DOS version of dBASE II, and 
you want to run it on your Osborne. Send in the warranty card 
and then the master floppy to Ashton-Tate and say it won’t run 
on your Osborne. 

They'll send you a new Osborne version, all registered, le- 
gal and guaranteed. Ashton-Tate, after all, has received pay- 
ment from the (bankrupt) dealer and is quite happy to support 
your looney ambitions. 

It was far cheaper to buy this load of bargain-basement 
software than it would be to upgrade all my original Osborne 
software. 

So if you see cheap CP/M software for sale in any format, 
buy it! It can be made to work. The only lemon in the package 
seems to be Multiplan — nobody likes Multiplan | found out 
later. Fifteen bucks down the tube with that one. 

Reilly Burke 


Vancouver, Canada 
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A Suggestion and Some Thoughts on NewWord 

The September FOGHORN is another good one. Allan R. 
Pratt’s problem with naming WS.COM as AUTOST.COM can be 
solved easily in one of several ways. You cannot change the 
name of your WordStar except in the installation process. The 
reason is that WS.COM needs to reload itself after you run a 
program from the no-edit menu’s R command. If you change 
its name, it can’t be found. Go through the install procedure 
again and save WS.COM as AUTOST.COM. 

A better way is to use one of the programs in the FOG library 
to change the autostart routine to run WS.COMas the first pro- 
gram — under its real name. SETAUTO, SETAUTO2 (for dou- 
ble density), and MAKEAUTO will do the trick. MAKEAUTO 
may be the most elegant of these solutions. 


I'm using a small Drive C with my 0-1, and for years | have 
used SmartKey to reconfigure the keyboard to the Dvorak lay- 
out, as well as to store lots of useful strings that won’t fit into 
special function keys. 

This year | decided to try out NewWord, and found that with 
SmartKey loaded into memory and the Drive C software there 
just wasn’t enough TPA for NewWord. 

Solution: switch to XtraKey version 2.4. Xpert Software was 
able to modify XtraKey specially so that it does not interfere 
with the Drive C software — an earlier version would not run 
with Drive C at all. If you order it, be sure to specify that you're 
using Drive C. 

WordStar users might want to spend the $100 for 
NewWord, especially if they are using a RAM-disk or hard disk 
— it seems too slow for a good typist when used with a pure 
floppy system. There are several good reasons for using 
NewWord: BaP ast 


1. Features — NewWord has some neat features. | especially 
like “U, the “undelete” command. You can set the size of 
the buffer (within the limits of available TPA, of course). I’m 
running with it at 500 characters. Underscores and bold or 
double strike are shown as such on the screen — no more 
finding out that your daisy wheel printer has just finished 
printing 30 pages of text with the underscores in the wrong 
place on the last 27 and it’s going to take an hour to reprint! 
“Living ruler lines” are great — there are new dot com- 
mands for setting right and left margins and creating whole 
“dummy” ruler lines that control tab settings as well. As 
you scroll past these, the ruler line at the top of the screen 
changes to conform so you can do a continuous reformat on 
a file with multiple formats and get them all with one 
command. 


2. Printer support — NewWord is still evolving, for us 8- 


bitters as well as the MS-DOS folk. My Hewlett-Packard 
LaserJet is one of the supported printers. MS-DOS versions 
of WordStar for the Hewlett-Packard computers do provide 
some support for the LaserJet, but the Osborne version of 
WS 3.3 provides NONE. In addition, my C. Itoh ProWriter 
honors dot commands for character width and line height, 
something almost unheard of for dot matrix printers. Non- 
standard pitches are a bit slower to print than the standard 
10, 12, and 17 pitch, but you can get virtually any size from 
“cw?” to “.cw25”, though at a few intervals one incre- 


ment in the character width makes no difference in the 
printout. , 


ao 


: Evolution — | bought NewWord early this year and got ver- 
sion 2.12. They sent me a nice 52 column version about six 
weeks later — version 2.14. When I bought one in August 
for my Executive, | got version 2.16. NewWord keeps get- 
ting better. | saw an ad recently offering an $85 update to 
WordStar 3.31 — CP/M version on 8” disks only. Whether 


updates to WordStar’s CP/M versi ha 
ture is problematical, ersion may be seen in the fu 
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4. Responsiveness — NewWord is not perfect, by any means. 
There are some WordStar features that | like, that NewWord 
lacks, such an the “Q” functions that go to various places 
such as the beginning or end of a block, the source of a 
block, markers, etc. That will be in a version of NewWord 
due soon. When | complained that | couldn’t run NewWord 
without its lengthy messages overlay, as | have done with 
WordStar for many months, they said they'd look into it, 
though it may be a problem since NewWord has ALL of its 
messages in the overlay. When folks complained about the 
size of the print overlay, NewStar Software, the publishers 
of NewWord, came out with an optional $35 printer overlay 
utility which allows you to eliminate support for printers 
you're not using. This cuts my printer overlay from 38K 
bytes to 4 or 5K depending on which printers | want to be 
able to use. 


5. Deals — NewWord for CP/M systems sells for $100. 
NewStar has also made a deal with the publishers of The 
Word Plus and offers The Word Plus for only $50 when pur- 
chased with NewWord. That makes NewWord darn near 
free, since The Word Plus lists for $150. For those who 
haven’t tried it, The Word Plus is simply the best spelling 
checker around for CP/M systems. 


6. Manual — The NewWord manual seems to me to be even 
better than the WordStar 3.3 manual, itself a great improve- 
ment over the manuals we got with the 0-1. The last part of 
it is an “encyclopedia”, explaining in pretty good detail 
what each feature does. It’s occasionally lacking in a 
cross-reference that I'd like to see, but in general you can 
pretty quickly find an explanation of what each feature 
provides. 


NewWord is not entirely a bed of roses. Touch typists will 
find that it sometimes pauses to collect what you've typed and 
dump it on the disk and if you're on a floppy system it can lose 
several characters when it does that. 

It was a bit disconcerting at first when it happened to me on 
the Drive C, but it doesn’t lose any characters. | can type 
about a full line of text while it is gathering its thoughts, but 
after a few seconds the display catches up and it’s all there. 

Benjamin H. Cohen 
Chicago, IL 


[NewWord is available from NewStar Software, Inc., 1601 Oak 
Park Bivd., Pleasant Hill, CA 94523, ph: (415) 932-2278. $100 
for CP/M 80 systems, $249 if you have MS-DOS. You can get 
XtraKey from Xpert Software, 8865 Polland Ave., San Diego, 
CA 92123, ph: (619) 268-0112. Price $49.95. Joanne] 


About SID and Maintaining 
Some Sense in the Filename System 

Most references to modifying files with SID in CP/M 3.0 
have the user invoke the SAVE program prior to calling SID. 


—<$$—— 
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However, SID has a more powerful command built in. Use the 
W command to save the changes made. At the # prompt, type: 


W <d:filename.ext> 


This has the advantage of not having to be invoked before 
using SID. Additionally, if you do not specify a starting and 
ending address, SID will save the whole program, meaning 
that you do not have to remember the program size. 

In response to Gale’s comments in the FOGHORN Vol. IV, p. 4 
on filenames, | have had a similar problem in my department 
with keeping track of files. We have seven Zenith 120’s, two 
Xerox 860’s, and a Harris SNAP system with several hard 
disks. With so much possibility for problems, we came up with 
the following conventions for naming and labeling files: 


* The first three letters of a filename are the entering operators 
initials, followed by a dash, then a sequential number or let- 
ter identifier, ie. JKH-0001.D0C, or JKH-WQSB.TXT. 

* Each disk is assigned a letter /number identifier, i.e., the en- 
gineering department has disks E1 through En on the Ze- 
niths, and Fi through Fn on the Xeroxs. 

* In each document, the first line has the disk identifier and 
filename right justified, i.e. E1:JKH-0001. This is only re- 
moved on the final smooth document. This allows any oper- 
ator to make corrections to the document without searching 
through several disks on two machines. 


This convention is modified slightly on the Harris. The first 
letter of the filename identifies the department, followed by the 
operator's initials, then a sequential or letter identifier, e.g., 
EJKHMSG1. 

After years of: “Which disk and which computer do | find 
this on?” and searching through files like JOESLTR, 
TODAY.DOC, etc., this system has brought some sanity to our 
word processing. 

A similar method of naming files submitted to FOG should 
include the author’s member number: JKH-7616.LTR, or for a 
user who submits many documents: 7616-001.LTR. 

James Kenyon Hiser 
Pascagoula, MS 


ADVERTISEMENT 


WIZARR of OsZ* 
SUPPORTING OSBORNE OWNERS SINCE 1981 


DSBORNE' 


Fan eo ener ts | 
20630 Lassen Street 
Chatsworth, CA 91313 
(818) 709-6969 


Call or vate » for frees 
“| G my Osborne” Stickers 
and current price list. 


Page 11 


Page 12 


Appreciation, a Few Things Shared and Questions 

Ihave been a happy FOG member for over a year now. | want 
to share my appreciation for both FOGHOAN and the FOG staff. 
As you can see | live a ways away and there have been a few 
times that a timely letter or article or even a personal answer 
have really helped. | do have a few things to share with the 
other members and the staff. 

Firstly let’s leave FOG as the First Osborne Group. Of course 
having an Executive may make me biased, but | see Osborne 
asa generic for these small portable machines. If the member- 
ship or the board feel so strongly about it that we must 
change, then | suggest we use our acronymn, FOG as our sole 
name. 

Next, concerning the support for MS-DOS: | do not believe 
we should dilute our support for CP/M by also trying to sup- 
port a totally different operating system. | have helped MS- 
DOS owners use their machines and expect | will continue to 
do so, but | feel that MS-DOS users should support each other 
outside the medium of FOG and FOGHORN. Our in-house user 
groups combined MS-DOS, CP/M and RT11-TSX together to 
the real detriment of the CP/M users. So here is my hearty 

“no”! 

| want to really recommend Mission Peak. | had a problem 
with a 2K 2128 RAM chip in my video memory. They supplied 
the chip and | have been unable to get them to send a bill. Now 
that’s service! 

Also talking of service | want to speak to the negative side. 
About nine months ago (at the time of writing this) | sent let- 
ters to Trantor, Drive C, and Future Systems. Trantor is the 
only one that has responded. | am frankly disappointed. | re- 
alize it is a few extra cents to send a brochure this far, but | 
have to really ‘look before | leap” since warranty service is 
unheard of here. 

Maybe someone can answer my questions: 


Does the Future Systems-upgrade still read single sided 
disks? /Yes.] 

Will they still format and write single sided, single and dou- 
ble density (| can’t afford not to be able to swap disks with 
other users here.)? [Will not format SD.] 

Does Media Master still work on it? /Yes, with a patch ]Will 
it format disks double sided? /No.] 

Is service information available for both the drives and 
Drive C? [No] 

Will a Drive C work properly with a C. Itoh 8510 plugged in 
but not on? [Printer must be turned on if connected to Drive C. 
Jack] 

Would it work on parallel and not serial or visa versa? 
[Huh?] 


We have had reviews of Drive C and now | would like to see 
one of the Future Systems upgrade. | am not the only one here 
who has had similar problems. A friend of mine with an 0-1 
has had similar trouble getting information. He adds Ashton 
Tate who cashed his check for a dBASE upgrade but won't 
send the product or respond to his letters. Dave Blair appar- 
ently has fallen months behind too. 
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| want to congratulate the staff on putting outa starter disk. 
| really like the idea. | did notice NSWP207 is included. Jim 
Switz said this program has a serious bug causing it to 
overwrite directories. If that bug is fixed | think it should be 
announced somewhere in the pages of FOGHORN. As should 
any bug in software that has been fixed if the version number 
remains the same. 

[This was just a bug with the version Jim got — NSWP207 
works fine! All new FOG disks have been corrected] 

If you are like me and can’t be bothered reading the docu- 
mentation until something goes wrong, here is a little hint for 
NSWP. If you want to use the Q-squeeze command it only 
works on tagged files. So tag them first. | suspect the Y- 
attribute command works the same way. /Aight!] 

Bill Staley 


Papua New Guinea 
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The Legal Way to Sell Hardware and Software? 
| have been a member of FOG for about one-and-a-half years 

and | am always looking forward to receiving the FOGHORN ev- 

ery month. 

However, during the time that | have been receiving the 
FOGHORN, \ have never seen any explanation outlining the 
proper (and legal) way of handling the sale of hardware and 
software. | would, therefore, appreciate it if you would give me 
the following information: 

1. If | sell my Osborne 1 and include the original copies of the 
software | received when | got the computer, is the pur- 
chaser the legal owner of the software? /Not really.] 

2. Can | sell the computer and keep the software for use with 
the computer | buy? /No.] 

3. Can | sell the bundled software separately from the 

Osborne? [No.] 

4. Am | required to notify anybody ahaa | sell the computer 
and software? {Not really.] 


| am inquiring as | am thinking of replacing my Osborne 
with another computer in the near future. 

Peter Tarp 

Canada 


[Answer: The software which comes with a computer when it 
was originally purchased is licensed to that purchaser on that 
computer. The software is not licensed for use on any other 
computer. If the computer is sold, the software should accom- 
pany the computer and the new owner should register the 
software. Normally a fee must be paid to reregister software. 
Ed] 
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Delivery Problems? 


Please refer to page 2 for the additional postage charges for First 
Class and non-U.S. delivery of the FOGHORN. FOG cannot be responsi- 
ble for non delivery of copies sent bulk mail. 
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Osborne Graphics — Revisited 

| feel | must add my “two cents” worth to the continuing 
controversy over the efficacy of using the poke statement over 
the use of “the graphics mode’. | wish the February issue of 
FOGHORN had printed Cecil Schneer’s full address because | 
too do a great deal of MBASIC programming and have discov- 
ered a much better way of addressing Osborne graphics, 
avoiding the problem of code 9 and disabling the tab feature. | 
begin with the following bit of code. 


4 PRINT CHR$(26) 

2 ESC$=CHR$(27) :BLN$=CHR$(32) 
3 DEF FNAT$(I,J)=ESC$+' ‘=" ‘+CHR$(1+32)+CHR$(J+32) 
4 U$=ESC$+CHR$ (108) : UUS=ESC$+CHR$( 109) 

5 D$=ESC$+**)’" :DDS=ESC$+"*(** 

6 GON$=ESC$+CHR$( 103) :GOFF$=ESC$+CHR$(71) 

7 DEF FNG$(1,J)=GON$+STRINGS(A,B)+GOFF$ 


Line 1 clears the screen and sets 0,0 at the top left corner. 

Line 2 defines ESC$ — the escape sequence and BLN$ as the 
blanking character. 

Line 3 is a user function to “print at” the row #(I) and the col- 
umn #(J) as long as you do not scroll the screen. . 

Line 4 defines the underline on and off sequences. 

Line 5 defines the half intensity, on and off. 

Line 6 defines the graphics on and off sequences. 


Most important is line #7, for this function gives the ability 
to print anywhere on the screen, print any graphics code and 
any number of that code. As defined in line #3, 1 is the row 
number and J is the column number. Gon$ begins the graphics 
mode and GoFF$ turns it off. 

But most important is the middle part — STRING$(A,B). A is 
the number of times you want the code to be printed and B is 
the code # but not the numbers 1 to 31 as in the manual. 
There is a second, nonunderlined, undocumented _set_of 
Osborne graphics that is used with this function. You use an 
offset of 96. For example, code 9 + 96 gives the code 105. 


PRINT FNAT$(5,0)FNG$(52, 105) 


will print on row 5 one whole line of those dreaded code 9 
without worrying about the tab and if you forgot to leave the 
graphics mode. 

This is a much faster way to print a line of graphics than 
poking. If | want 1 or 52 of a code in arrow, | still use this func- 
tion for it is so much faster. With this function, the codes be- 
yond #31 do not use the offset. Unfortunately the only code 
that does not work with this function is #127. | use the FNAT$ 
function for this, i.e; 


PRINT FNAT$(2, 4)CHR$(127) 


Lois Callaghan 
Little York, NJ 
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Tips for Repairing 
Circuit Boards 
by Obra W. Bliss 


OO000 


Venturing into the innards of something as complex as an 
Osborne does take courage, but if care is exercised, can save 
time and money. 

We can be thankful that the circuit boards are rugged ep- 
oxy-glass with plated-through holes. In the ‘‘old days” — the 
1950’s -- when the silicon (glass) was on the outside of the 
active components rather than the inside, circuit boards were 
made of phenolic with traces that came loose at the slightest 
provocation. 

Epoxy-glass boards stand up to the heat of the soldering 
iron better than lesser materials, but they still have their lim- 
its. The plated-through holes make for more reliable oper- 
ation, but also make it more difficult to remove a faulty 
component. 

The basic need is to remove the solder as completely as 
possible before attempting to pry loose the part. Several forms 
of “solder suckers” are available, ranging from the rubber 
bulb with a Teflon tip to spring-loaded devices. 

| have found the former to be relatively ineffective and the 
latter able to inflict considerable damage with its recoil. 

My experience is that copper braid is both the safest and 
most effective. Known under one trade-name as “‘Solder- 
Wick”, there are many look-alikes on the market. It comesina 
range of gauges ranging from fine to coarse. For work on 
something like an Ozzie circuit board, the fine gauge is 
required. 

To use it, you unwind a short length from the plastic spool 
and touch the end of it to the soldered joint. Then put the sol- 
dering iron on top of the wick and when the solder melts, it is 
drawn up into the wick. As the wick takes up the solder, you 
snip the end off and unroll more from the spool. If you rumple 
the braid slightly, it helps to take up the solder more quickly. 

You will be amazed at how thorough a job it does. Once the 
solder is removed, check the end of the lead to be sure that it 
has not been bent over before pulling on it. 

With “‘multi-legged creatures” such as IC’s and their sock- 
ets, if they are bad, you are going to throw them away anyway, 
so start by cutting them loose and removing the leads from the 
board individually. 

And, by the way, use the right size soldering iron. It is ob- 
vious that one can be too large, thus delivering too much heat 
too fast which will result in damage to both board and 


components. 
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But it is also possible for one to be too small. If it cannot 
deliver enough heat to melt the solder quickly, it has to be left 
on longer. This can result in the heat spreading over a larger 
area, possibly causing heat damage and that nasty trouble 
maker, the cold-solder joint. 

A soldering iron in the 25 watt area should suffice. Be sure 
the tip is tinned, i.e., coated with solder, before you begin. And 
also don’t ever use acid core solder on electrical equipment. 

With go slow common sense, you shouldn't get yourself in 
trouble, but if you still have doubts then maybe you had better 


Call on a professional. 
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Using WordStar to 


Print as You Edit 
by Cathi Morrison 


Here is the situation. You are typing a page and want to see 
how it looks in print — but you don’t want to leave your file. 
Perhaps it is page 73 of an 85-page document and it would be 
too long to wait to see how you’ve redone one page. 

There is an easy solution. You are in a file named CURRENT. 
You are going to write to, print from and then delete a file 
called NEWFILE. 

All the work is done from your CURRENT file. 

Put paper in your printer, now. 


1. Mark the block you want to print. Place the cursor on the 
first character of the block you wish to move and type ~KB 
(control KB). Place the cursor one space past the last char- 
acter in the block you wish to move and type *KK. 


2. Write the block to NEWFILE. Type KW and after the prompt, 
type NEWFILE.> (CR means carriage return). Type “KH to 
hide the block when done. 


3. Print NEWFILE. Type “KP and after the prompt, type 
NEWFILE [ESC]. If applicable, press © after typing 
NEWFILE and follow the usual prompts. 


4. Delete NEWFILE. Type KJ and after the prompt type 
NEWFILE 2. 


If you are going to print more than one page from NEWFILE, 
you will get a PRINT PAUSED prompt at the end of each page. 
Type “KP again to continue printing. All the other print options 
work normally, just as if you were at the WordStar opening 
menu. 

If you want to write another block from CURRENT and use 
the same NEWFILE name, when asked for the name of the file 
to write to, just answer NEWFILE again. You will see the 
prompt NEWFILE EXISTS — OVERWRITE? (Y/N): Type Y and the new 
NEWFILE will overwrite the old one. 

Of course you can use function keys in place of typing the 
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commands. 
[Reproduced from the HP NETWORK NEWS newsletter ] 
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Get That File Up 


and Working; Fast 
by Daniel J. Chupinsky 


Congratulations! So you've just acquired the world’s great- 
est utility program, have installed it on your main system disk 
and you've been using it constantly ever since. You were lucky 
enough to squeeze it in on the last few K available to fill the 
disk. And now, because of this, you are experiencing an irritat- 
ing situation. 

Every time you invoke the program, the disk drive begins to 
whirr and click, taking what seems to be forever to locate the 
file and begin execution. You find yourself wishing that upon 
invoking the file, it would simply load and begin working. 

The problem stems from the fact that the disk was quite full 
prior to getting the new file; and the manner in which CP/M 
stores the information about the files on your disk depends on 
the order in which the other files were stored. The last file put 
on the disk is the last file referenced in the disk directory 
tracks. Thus, when searching for your favorite, CP/M must 
look at the name of every other file before it. 

Try this solution. It works for me. Make a copy of the disk 
(this eliminates the need to SYSGEN a new disk and having to 
remember all the kludges to the system tracks that you've 
installed). 

Erase all the files from the original disk. Then PIP, SWEEP 
(or whatever is your favorite way to get files from one disk to 
another) each file back to the original disk in the order of fre- 
quency used. 

Now when you try your newly-organized disk, you’re in for a 
pleasant surprise. When you invoke the file that you placed at 
the head of the list, one quiet click is all you will hear before 


the file begins execution. 
‘ eeeeess 
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70 CP/M 2.2E and the Backgrounder .... by Philip Levin 
CP/M 2.2E and the Backgrounder (BG) are indispensable and 
Inexpensive compliments to CP/M and increase its power 
immensely. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


“MAKE YOUR IBM-PC 


‘OSBORNE COMPATIBLE” 


Intersecting Concepts Announces 3 Solutions 
To Solve Your Computer Incompatibility 


Bx will it work on my computer? Yes! Finally, there are 
three easy ways to exchange information, transfer files, and 
run CP/M software on MS-DOS machines. 


1. MEDIA MASTER is our direct disk-to-disk 
format conversion program. Already an accepted 
industry standard, this $39.95 program uses 
simple screen prompts that lets you read, write 
and format up to 70 different 54” diskettes from 

RIED ae CP/M, MS-DOS and PC-DOS operating systems. 
So if you work on a IBM PCompatible at the office, but use a CP/M 
computer at home, now you can easily transfer files that would other- 
wise be “foreign” to your computer’s operating system. 


2. MEDIA MASTER PLUS goes one step further 
by converting 8-bit CP/M software to run on 
16-bit MS-DOS and PC-DOS machines. This newly 
released $59.95 product combines our IBM-PC 
version of Media Master with ZP/EM, a powerful 
Sond new emulation program. The results are amazing: 
CP/M programs using 8080 instructions and data can be transfered 
from popular computers like Osborne, Kaypro and Zenith to run on 
MS- DOS and PC-DOS machines! 


eyes sg 3. ACCELER-8/16 is also new and dramatically 


F ; improves the performance of Media Master Plus 


. | by tailoring the CP/M emulation around a NEC 
PS renTrnvere THE V20 microchip. This chip simply replaces the 8088 
i ' processor in your MS-DOS computer. Once 
E :. installed, it’ll run your CP/M and MS-DOS 
software much faster. (Speed improvements are roughly 15% faster in 
MS-DOS and 350% faster in CP/M!) With ACCELER-8/16 your 
MS-DOS computer is now CP/M compatible for only $99.95! 


The Choice Is Yours 


So if you just need to exchange files between different computers 
using different operating systems, there’s Media Master at $39.95. 


If you’re upgrading to an MS-DOS or PC-DOS machine or already 
have one but don’t want to spend money buying ‘‘new’’ software 
programs you already own, there’s Media Master Plus for $59.95. 


And if the execution speed of your CP/M programs is important, 
there’s ACCELER-8/16 for $99.95, which provides a simple hardware 
and software solution to making your MS-DOS computer CP/M 
compatible. All three solutions save you money by eliminating 
expensive modems and communications software. 


To Order 


To order Media Master, Media Master Plus, or ACCELER-8/16, call 
800-824-7888, and ask for operator 251. For additional product and 
upgrade information contact: 


Intersecting Concepts, Inc., c _ 
4573 Heatherglen Ct., Moorpark, CA 93021 Br +o 


or call 805-529-5073. 
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Vixen Help with 


Terminal Control 
by Jason M. Bloomberg 


This is a special request article that has arisen out of 
necessity. | have received numerous inquiries regarding the 
Vixen and Personal Pearl. 

As many of you are now aware (if you’ve read my previous 
articles), Pearlsoft has issued a revision of its Personal Pearl 
Program. It is designed to operate on a wide variety of 80 col- 
umn equipped computers. When the program is first booted, 
terminal controls must be selected from an on-screen menu of 
options. Among those listed is Osborne One. Selecting this op- 
tion works well with the Osborne 1 and the Osborne Executive. 
However, strange things begin to happen on the Vixen using 
this option. 

If the Vixen is installed as an Q-1 or Exec, the screen will 
not clear as it refreshes itself and will display inverse, when it 
should be normal. Why does all of this happen and what can 
be done about it? 

For some reason the Vixen has a different set of terminal 
control codes than the 0-1 or Exec. Below, you'll see a list of 
the terminal control data from the new version of Personal 
Pearl 1.10. 

In it you can find the Osborne One specific terminal codes 
(I've left the others in as a reference for those interested.) Fol- 
lowing that you’ll find the terminal codes | compiled from 
scratch using Volume 2 General Information and CP/M of the 
Osborne 4 Owner's Guide, pages 177-179. 

The installation codes from Pearlsoft are as follows: 


* INSTALLATION CONTROL DATA--STANDARD 80 COLUMN SCREEN--VERSION 
*1.10 

* Personal PEARL 05/21/84 
e 

* DISK DRIVE ASSIGNMENTS 
*SYSTEM, CONTROL DATA,DATA FILE, WORK ,HELP TEXT , PROGRAMS , COPY 


(* CP/M 80 VERSION *) 


+ *SOURCE , SORTWORK 


* DISKS=BBBAAAAA *optional sample hard disk configurations 
“*DISKS=HHHAAAAA 

*DISKS=AABAAAAA 

*DISKS=CCCDDDDD 

*DISKS=KKKEEEEE 

*DISKS=AAAAAAAA 

* 

* TERMINAL SCREEN LAYOUT 

* TERMINAL #24, 80,0, 16,23,50,23.10,23,1,23.46, 19,72,23,65 
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* EDIT CONTROL KEYS 

* CURSOR=041306017F07 14EE 19160CO80B0A 

* 

* DEFINITION FUNCTION KEYS 

* DEF INE=091E 1305 181A 1700 1B 110EEE020F03 1210 15EEEE 


s 


* UPDATE FUNCTION KEYS 


* 


UPDATE=091E 1305 1811EE0D03 1202EE 100FEE 151A 170EEE 1B 


* — STANDARD PRINTER LAYOUT 


PRINTER=80,0,60 


* 


* DATE FORMAT 


* 


DATE=0 


a 


* — GENERATION DIAGNOSTIC OUTPUT 


* 


GDIAG=C 


* 


* HIGH AND LOW CHARACTER INPUT VALUES ACCEPTED BY THE EDITOR 


CHARR=207E 


* 


* TERMINAL CONTROL DATA FOR VARIOUS TERMINALS 


* 
SCREENS= 


ANSI STD/ DEC VT180 / Rainbow 
CLR = ESC [ HESC[ \32 J 
CEOS = ESC [ J 
CEOL = ESC [ K 
LO. =ESC[ \30m 
HI = ESC [ \37 m 
CURSOR = ESC [ RA; CAH 


DEC VT52 
CLR =ESCHESC JO00000 
CEOS = ESC J 
CEOL = ESC K 
HI =ESCp 
LO =ESCq 
CURSOR = ESC Y R+32 C+32 


Eagle 
CLR = 26 
CEOS = ESC Y 
CEOL = ESC T 
HI = ESC) 
LO =ESC( 
CURSOR = ESC = R+32 C+32 


Epson QX-10 
INIT = ESC ‘ ESC *O0000ESC ) 
CLR =ESC *O0QQO0ESC ) 
CEOS = ESC Y 


Beret es ee es eh 
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CEOL = ESC T 

HI = ESC ( 

LO =ESC) 

CURSOR = ESC = R+32 C+32 
EXIT = ESC ( 


HP 125 


CLR =ESCHESC J 
CEOS =ESC J 
CEOL =ESCK 


CURSOR = ESC & a RAO r CAO C 
LO =ESC &d@ 
HI =ESC &dB 


Kaypro II 


CLR = 26 
CEOL = 24 
CURSOR = ESC = R+32 C+32 


Lear-Siegler ADM-3A 


CLR =26 
CURSOR = ESC = R+32 C+32 


Lear-Siegler ADM-31 


CLR =ESC *ESC )00000 
CEOS = ESC y 

CEOL = ESC T 

LO =ESC) 

HI =ESC( 

CURSOR = ESC = R+32 C+32 


NEC 


CLR =ESC *OO0O0O0ESC ) 
CEOS = ESC Y 

CEOL = ESC T 

HI =ESC ( 

LO =ESC) 

CURSOR = ESC = R+32 C+32 
EXIT =ESC( 


NorthStar Advantage 


INIT=42 

CLR =4 

CEOS = 15 

CEOL = 14 

HI =1 

LO =2 

CURSOR = ESC = R+32 C+32 
EXIT =2 


Osborne One 


CLR = ESC 2600 0ESC ) 
CEOL = ESC T 
CURSOR = ESC = R+32 C+32 
HI = ESC ( 
LO =ESC) 


Televideo 912 / 920 


CLR =ESC* 
HI = ESC j 
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LO =ESCk 
CURSOR = ESC = R+32 C+32 


Televideo 950/802H 
CLR =ESC * O0O00OESC ) 
CEOS = ESC Y 
CEOL = ESC T 
HI = ESC ( 

LO =€SC) 
CURSOR = ESC = R32 C+32 
EXIT = ESC ( 


Xerox 820 
CLR =\1A 
CEOS = \11 
CEOL = \18 
CURSOR = ESC = R+32 C+32 


Zenith/Zorba 
CLR =ESCHESCJ00000 
CEOS = ESC J 
CEOL = ESC K 
HI =ESCp 
LO =ESCq 
CURSOR = ESC Y R+32 C+32 
EXIT =ESCq 


As you can see there are quite a few terminals supported 
here. But, no Vixen. Here is what | came up with: 


Osborne Vixen 
CLR =26 
CEOL = ESC T 
CURSOR = ESC = R+32 C+32 
HI =ESC ) 
LO =ESC( 


If you look closely you'll see a similarity between this and 
another machine. It is exactly the same as the Eagle (actually, 
the Eagle includes CEOS = ESC Y <Clear End Of Screen>, 
which is the same for the Vixen, but wasn’t necessary to in- 
clude for my installation). 

Vixen owners may write their own entry, as | did. But, it is 
unnecessary. So what value is all of this to Vixen users who 
don’t use or intend to use Personal Pearl? 

Possibly nothing, possibly a lot. There are many programs 
out there that are terminal dependent and require specific in- 
Stallation. This information applies the same to all of those 
programs. The Vixen is exactly opposite the 0-1 regarding in- 
verse video commands. It also differs in the CLR (clear screen) 
command. 

Other than this problem, | found Pearl executed flawlessly 
on the Vixen. The double sided drives allowed me to avoid a lot 
of disk swapping. | set up three control program disks as 
follows: 


1.) Welcome, File Maintenance 
2.) Design Forms, Design Reports, Install Forms & Reports 
3.) Enter Data, Produce Reports, and Sort 

(For very large files Produce Reports and Sort should be on 


> 


Page 17 


we 


Page 18 


separate disks.) 


If this terminal installation of Personal Pearl does not work 
on your Vixen, then you might check with your Osborne Dealer 
as there have been several ROM revisions since the Vixen first 
went into production. These codes correspond to the docu- 
mentation from OCC and should work on all Vixens. If they do 
not work then you have either installed them incorrectly (usu- 
ally the case), you have a hardware problem (not likely), or 
have a software bug (also not likely in this case). 

Thank yous need to go out to Osborne Computer Corpora- 
tion and especially Roy Robinson, who made arrangements to 
loan me a Vixen to work on for a week (which turned into 
nearly a month when | was felled by a case of chicken pox — 
yet another story all together), so | could find the answer to 
this problem. 

During the extended visit of the hardware | had a chance to 
examine it closely. I'd like to share some observations about it 
and they are to be found in the hardware review section of this 
issue. 
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More WordStar 


Interfile Techniques 
by Dr. A. Neil Ennis 


The May, 1985 FOGHORN had an interesting article by Dick 
Ezzard (Shades of WordStar, Some WordStar Interfile Tech- 
niques ) that brought to light some excellent points. The bot- 
tom line was that with WordStar on a CP/M system it is 
possible to play around with pseudo-windowing and pseudo- 
integrated software. 

The following is an extension of some of his ideas and some 
new ones not discussed. 

| own an Osborne with WordStar purely to do word process- 
ing. Sure, once in a while | fool around with the odd game or 
language, but it always comes back to the same thing — the 
Osborne justifies its existence as a powerful word processing 
Station. It does in fact justify itself better than | had ever 
dreamed of. A book, a play and many short stories and articles 
have been written that would not have been so easy to do if not 
for the Osborne. 

Many people | have spoken to have not realized that it is 
very easy to work on several files at a time with WordStar. For 
major works, this is a must. When doing the play there was a 
separate file for the outline, other files for quick overviews of 
the characters and others that contained “rough ideas” to be 
expanded later. The use and interaction of these files is really 
easy. As a matter of a fact it is even easier than Mr. Ezzard 
would lead us to believe. 

The main thing to consider is available software. Even 
though | only use a hard disk, | try to limit what | do to the 
basic software at hand. This prevents a constant loading and 
reloading of programs. The R option of WordStar and the 
CP/M function keys will, if used to their maximum, provide 
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one with a word processing system that will leave people 
amazed at what a 64K system can do. 

Most writing falls into a few general categories. You write 
and edit (usually needing more than one file), then more than 
likely, check the spelling, the grammar and lastly format and 
print. The following will describe how to do all this with a 
minimum of keystrokes. 

First, let’s consider files and their interactive use — or 
windowing. It is possible to window a file to another one. This 
technique should be looked at in several ways. Is the second 
file to be used as reference only, or will it end up as part of the 
file currently being edited? In many cases, especially when 
doing major work, e.g., plays, theses, etc., it would serve as a 
reference. To window in a reference file is very easy and if it is 
one to be used again, it is also possible to store it at the begin- 
ning (logical) of the file being edited. 

To do this we will use and SETUP function keys 1 to 5. It is 
wise to think of 0 as the last key due to its placement on the 
keyboard. Now how do you logically consider a window? First 
you must create a space to place the second file, then you may 
want to see the file directory to read the choices (with this 
technique you are not limited to a prenamed file), then you will 
read it in. You can then delete it with no damage to the original 
file or place it at the beginning of the file out of harm’s way for 
later use. 


Function Key Setups: (“is the symbol for the control key) 


1. “KB W “KK This sets up a dummy block marked 
with a “‘W”’ to show where it is. 

2. “KF This will turn on and off the file 
directory. 

3. “QB°KR This will move the cursor to the block 
and then ask for the file to read in." 

4. “QR°KV This will move the block to the begin- 
ning of the file for later use if needed. 

5. “KY This will do an immediate delete of the ~ 


block. 


You will notice that the SETUP of the function keys follows a 
logical pattern. Let’s create a dummy space (but marked) that 
will not affect the original document. Then let’s look at the file 
directory to see what to read in. Now pick the file then read it 
in. By reading it in to the block, it stands out (if your monitor 
supports this by being in reverse or dim video). Lastly, delete it 
or keep it for future use out of harm’s way. 

Some uses for this would be, e.g., Someone working on a 
major research paper. You might set up separate files for the 
OUTLINE, an INDEX or CROSS FILE REFERENCE, major topics 
not yet needed but referenced to, BIBLIOGRAPHY, etc. These 
or any others could be called up and referenced at any time. 

The remaining function keys will be used to allow for the 
integration of other software on a common text file. The most 
logical being: 

Spelling 
Grammar 
Text formatting 
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Naturally, you could substitute instead any other programs 
that are constantly used (such as any WordStar file utility, i.e., 
MATCHUP, CRYPT, COMBINE, NUMBER, WRDCOUNT, or 
WORDFREQ). | use SPELL, PUNCTUATION AND STYLE and 
FANCY FONT. When I work on a text file, | like to do the above 
in one session and as | am not a perfect speller or typist, nine 
times out of 10, | return to edit the same file right after. 

The function keys 6 to 0 will do this. The only trick is to take 
the file you are going to edit and use WordStar function E to 
rename the file to “AUTOFILE”’ or name of your choice. The 
name chosen will be the one that all files used in this manner 
will be called, so when done with one, rename it back to its 
original before starting the next. 


Function Key Setups 
Keys 6 to 9 are as follows: 


“KD R YOUR PROGRAM AUTOFILE > 

This will save your file (autofile) and run whatever program 
you want. As mentioned, these can be SPELL.COM, GMK.COM 
(GRAMMATIQUE), CLEANUP and PHRASE.COM (PUNCTUA- 
TION AND STYLE), and PFONT.COM (FANCY FONT). The © is 
a Carriage return. ; 


When your programs are done hit the return as directed by 
WordStar and then function key 0. This will, when set as be- 
low, immediately take you back to editing the file AUTOFILE. 
When you have done this a few times, you'll swear you're 
using integrated software, which in reality you are. 


Function Key 0: 
D AUTOFILE >“QQ°C 
This will call up the file AUTOFILE and start to scroll through it 


* until you see the place you would like to start editing. Hit the 


space bar to stop. 


To overview. You take a file you are going to be working on 
and rename it AUTOFILE. Hit function key 0 and it will be 
called up and you can start editing. You finish your session. 
Hitting keys 6 to 9 will save the file and call up the program of 
your choice (spelling checker, etc.). You then hit return when 
the secondary program is done and then function key 0 again. 
You are then back in your file to correct or continue editing. 

It is possible with limited keystrokes to, in the course of 
seconds, edit, then check spelling, grammar and print a draft, 
then return to the file to improve on it. Not bad for a 64K 
system. 

So you see with some careful planning and use of available 
software it is possible to WINDOW and possible to take advan- 
tage of integrated software. The method can be used for most 
applications if one just considers the main requirements and 


the software repeatedly used. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


An Invitation To Join The 
W/P Users’ Group 


Chances are that your computer is being used for many 
applications and one of them is _ probably 
Word/Processing. 
If you are using your computer to type reports, write a 
book or any other kind of writing, you should think 
about becoming a member of the W/P Users’ Group. 


Our bi-monthly newsletter contains information that 
will help you do more with your computer. Articles such 
ass: Pout 


Reviews of the latest word processing software; 
Basic tutorials and hints on using W/P software; 
Tutorials on using the operating system for W/P; 
Special columns devoted to business, professional 
, and educational writing ... for the secretary, too; 
A vendor column of W/P software supplicrs; 
Box 144, our informal mail information exchange; 
Listings of local W/P User Groups. 


_In addition, we plan to operate our own national 


Bulletin Board system. This information and the best of 
W/P-BB will be printed in the newsletter. A complete 
telecommunications package will also be available to all 
members. 


A library of public domain and tutorial disks in more 


‘ than 100 different computer formats i is available to all 


members. 


We also offer free help in developing local interest 
groups. A booklet is ‘available for a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. < - 


Annual membership fee is $15.00 (U.S.) and must be 
accompanied by a letter stating your name, address, 
telephone, computer model, printer model and the 
word/processing program that you are using. 

Learn how many other writers are saving time and effort 
while producing professional documents on their 


computers. JOIN NOW! 


Please make checks payable to W/PUG and mail to: 


W/Pug 
P.O. Box 144F 
Malverne, NY 11565 
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Improve Your Writing 


with Word Processing 
by C. Stenton 
Copyright © C. Stenton 1985 


| have just finished reading /mproving Your Writing With 
Word Processing published by QUE Corporation, (QUE order 
line: 1-800-428-5331) and written by David F. and Virginia No- 
ble. It is most informative and was written with WordStar and 
ProKey on an IBM, using WordStar examples. In the introduc- 
tion the authors ask: “Who should read this book?” Their an- 
swer is: /mproving Your Writing With Word Processing is for 
everyone who has access to word processing and wants to 
learn to write better. 

On the importance of micro-based word processing, the au- 
thors say: “Word processing is without a doubt one of the 
most significant technological developments of the twentieth 
century.” Often a micro computer with word processing ca- 
pabilities is compared favorably to a typewriter — even to the 
best electric typewriter. But if we were to draw a more ac- 
Curate comparison, the microcomputer with word processing 

is better compared to the printing press. Guttenburg’s press 
made it possible for the public to read. 

“The microcomputer with word processing enables the 
public to write, revise and print text electronically. What is 
more, these activities can be done by anyone anywhere — at 
work, at school, or at home — and on machines not much big- 
ger than breadboxes.” 

If one reflects for a moment on the number of people who 
prepares the FOGHORN, the truth of the above statement is 
evident. 

This book is a little intimidating — | was almost afraid to 
write this review without employing the tools and techniques 
presented between its paperback covers. So, that is what | 
did, but more about that later. 
~The Nobles present a method of writing improvement that 
uses a word processor as a tool to help analyze your writing 
by breaking paragraphs into their component sentences. 
These sentences are analyzed with the help of a series of 
paragraph models, and then are revised and reassembled into 
paragraphs. 

An obvious approach you say. Possibly, but the authors 
present you with a complete toolkit of keystrokes or “macros” 
to accomplish this “BLOCKBUSTING” (as they call it) almost 
painlessly. 
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A look at the chapter titles in this 406 page book dem- 
onstrates the completeness of their approach: 


Introduction: Word Processing Features for Writers 
Displaying Ideas; Blocking Ideas; Sessions on Writing 
Paragraphs; ProKey-WordStar Manual Macros; ProKey 
WordStar Semiautomatic Macros; ProKey-WordStar 
Automatic Macros for Whole Files 

Other ProKey-Aided Programs 

Word Processing Programs with Macros 

Analyzing and Revising Paragraphs 

Revising Sentences 

Sessions on Revising Sentences 

Review of Parts of Speech 

Review of Punctuation 

Review of Grammatical Terms 

A Glossary of Usage 

Transitional Words and Phrases 


The book shows how to use macros to restructure text for 
on-screen analysis prior to making revisions. The purpose of 
each macro is explained and they are presented logically and 
with good insight into WordStar’s peculiarities. The key- 
strokes are explained and carefully documented as a se- 
quence of keystrokes and there are prastioe: drills so that you 
Can try out what you have read. 

Below is one the simpler macros: my favoitte at the moment 
(residing on softkey 5) is the invert words sequence of: 


[*QFspace >B O~D*KB°F*KK*F“KV°KH] 
( means the control key; © means carriage return.) 


Notice the nicety of turning off the block after the transposi- 
tion. The authors make an interesting observation about the 
time taken for the macros to perform as being time you can 
use to think about what to do next, rather than manually doing 
the operation possibly quicker than the macro. 

Other macros are the CHARACTER SWAPPER and the VARI- 
ABLE-LENGTH PHRASE SWAPPER, and these are only a few of 
the 27 in Chapter one. By Chapter 7 we find a 28 keystroke 
PROKEY-WORDSTAR AUTOMATIC MACRO FOR WHOLE FILES! 

Good use is made of obscure WordStar features that most of 
us don’t use and probably can’t even remember reading 
about, like “0 in a search field to represent a wild card. 

The problem for the Osborne user is how to get all these 
useful macros into our 10 soft keys. | hope that the answer will 
be SmartKey which | have just ordered from FOG. 

There are also many excellent tips for using WordStar. Did 
you know for instance, that when WordStar does a forward 
search it stops in the column after the object it searched for, 
and in a backward search it stops on the first letter of the word 
it was seeking? Think of all the time that could be saved by 
using the appropriate search direction to control where the 
cursor stops. 

One important subject for the beginning writer is ‘getting 
started”. All Chapter 2 is devoted to this process. It is covered 
under headings like: 


Getting Started, 
Let Your Fingers Do The Talking, 
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“Ostendo, Ergo Cogito” (I display; Therefore | Think), 
Techniques for Generating Ideas: Jotting, Brainstorming, Free 
Association, Stream of Consciousness 


All this is certain to get your fingers racing over the keys 
writing articles, reviews or just passing on hints to your fellow 
Foggers! 

This review was written after reading the book. | was on va- 
cation so | was using our Epson PX-8 Geneva, which has 
ROM-resident WordStar. Interim results were printed out on its 
tiny P-8 thermal printer. Not wanting to change the softkeys, | 
applied the book’s techniques manually. 

Once at home the review was P!IPed to OSCAR, (our double 
density, screen-pac’d blue case Osborne 1). This process 
messes up the file, which is cleaned up with WSDOCON 
(FOG/MMD.004) — many thanks to William C. Parke for this 
super WordStar NonDoc <--> Doc File Conversion Program. 
You can also use one of the various filter programs on 
FOG/CPM.010. 

The spelling was checked with THE WORD PLUS from 
Oasis Systems, (2765 Reynard Way, San Diego, CA 92103, ph: 
(619) 279-5711) which, in my opinion, is the best spelling 
checker around! The final revisions were then carried out on 
OSCAR. ManyKey from CompuMagic (P.0. Box 437, Severn, 
MD 2114, ph: (310) 969-8068) was used to create the stable of 
BLOCKBUSTING and REBUILDING macros by using their 
NULL program to change my normal set of WordStar softkeys 
to ones from the book. 

As | sit and read over this review for the last time, | find this 
final product is a great improvement over the first draft. If you 
are serious about improving your writing, learning more about 
WordStar, and having an excellent reference on parts of 
speech, punctuation, grammatical terms, a glossary of usage, 
and transitional words and phrases — invest in a copy of 


Improving Your Writing With Word Processing. 
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Want to Advertise? 


Advertising rates, effective March 1, 1985 are: 


full page 7.5"x9.5" $550.00 
half page 3.25"x 9.5" $300.00 

7.5" x 4" $325.00 
quarter page 3.25” x 4” $150.00 
eighth page 3.25” x 2” $ 75.00 
For Sale* 3.25” x 1” $ 25.00 


* Limit one For Sale per month 


Space reservation is made by payment for space and must 
be done at least two months prior to desired cover month. Art 
work must be received at the FOG office at least one month 


prior to desired cover month. For further information, call 
(415) 755-2000, 


IHA RDWARE REVIEWS | 


The Osborne Vixen 
by Jason M. Bloomberg 


The Osborne 4 (the Vixen) comes as a surprisingly small 
package. When | first walked into a room of associates with it 
in one hand and my Exec in the other, everyone thought | was 
carrying the new Osborne Hard Disk. 

Surprise best describes the reaction to the sight of the com- 
pact little package after it has been opened. Because of the 
way the 0-4 sits on a desk or table, it appears only to be half 
the size of an Exec or 0-1. In fact it is about two-thirds the size 
of either. 

Starting at the keyboard as the front of the machine, the 0-4 
from front to back is two-thirds the width of an O-1 or Exec. 
The 0-4’s width is equal to front to back depth of the 0-1 and 
Exec. The advantage is a narrow package that takes up little 
space side to side but is a bit awkward on thin (front to back) 
tables. There is a weight difference of about third (the Vixen 
being lighter). As one who totes a machine around a lot, | 
appreciate every pound shaved off. 

Ata glance the keyboard looks cramped. This is an illusion 
of perception. The keys are full sized and spaced apart fully. 
They are white and I think this tends to make them look small- 
er. Also the surrounding bezel is smaller. Unlike the 0-1 and 
Exec, there is not sufficient bezel to rest one’s wrists on while 
typing. 

I do no care for the linear assignment of arrow keys. They 
are set with up and down on the left of the space bar and right 
and left to the right of it. Kaypro as well as others use linear 
assignments, and users will adapt |’m sure. But, I'll still prefer 
up, down, left, and right in logical locations, as with the 0-1 
and Exec. 

Also, there is no keypad. This make the machine 
unacceptable (in my opinion) as a dedicated business ma- 
chine. A keypad allows almost anyone to crunch numbers 
faster than even the most deft touch typist. 

There are two new keys on the 0-4. They are the Del (delete) 
key and a blank unlabeled key just above the return key. De- 
lete seems to do the same thing on the 0-4 as ~< does on an 
Exec. It moves the cursor one space to the left and erases one 
character. 

But the magic is the unlabeled key. 

The 0-4 allows the user to change function key assign- 
ments while within any program. This is an EXCELLENT op- 
tion. Say you're typing away in WordStar and you decide 
you’re tired of typing “KS“QP to save and resume your work (a 
good idea if you are writing anything more than one 
paragraph). 
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Touch the magic key and a window on the bottom of the 
screen appears. Select a number key. Enter your command 
string, and touch the magic key again. You’re all set. Then to 
give the same six keystroke command, all you do is type ~ 
whatever number you selected. And the best part is you can 
change them at anytime. Bravo folks. 

The 0-4 is a highly refined package. Hardware and software 
compliment each other in forming a very easy-to-use system. 
The folks involved with it’s development weren't sleeping 
while the project got shelved due to OCC’s metamorphosis. 

My only gripe in the conception end is the changes made to 
the terminal controls (personally, | think it was an oversight). 
From the moment the 0-4 is turned on, it’s ready to run. It 
automatically boots Drive A, and displays a menu of options 
(submit routines) via the TurnKey program. A down arrow 
Moves you to a list of all the .COM programs on the disk. The 
up arrow returns the user to the submit menu. 

Running a .COM program is as easy as picking a letter and 
pressing © (carriage return). 

The submit menu allows you to make a backup copy, format 
a blank disk, or even go into WordStar, change your arrow 
keys and log to Drive B from a single keystroke. And, when 
you exit a program, since CP/M 2.2 needs to be refreshed from 
the disk (unlike CP/M 3.0 which remains in it’s own bank of 
RAM), the TurnKey routine reappears every time. 

| think this is great for new users. It is even better for occa- 
sional users. Experienced user’s could delete the KEY.COM 
program or select option zero from the menu to bypass all of 
this. So there is flexibility as to need or desire. 

The Vixen is a fast machine. By having a keyboard buffer, | 
found it was not possible for me to overtype commands. When 
using it with Personal Pearl | found | could type in long strings 
of commands that would involve entering and exiting several 
modules, without having to wait for the machine to finish a 
function before accepting a command. 

The same is true for WordStar. | would still have to wait for 
the machine to complete the task, such as sorting. But, | didn’t 
have to wait to give it new commands. This meant | could give 
it several strings of commands, leave it and when | returned, it 
had completed all of the tasks assigned. 

I’m not sure any time is really saved in loading WordStar on 
the Vixen from the menu. By the time the machine goes 
through all of the setup changes for the function keys, | think 
it is just as easy to reset and change disks (actually vice versa 
on the Vixen, since it autoboots from Drive A on a reset). 

| don’t know why they put the reset on the back panel (same 
with the brightness). | would have found it a bother, but a reset 
can be accomplished by pressing <CTRL> <SHIFT> and 
<DEL> at the same time. The only time | found this did not 
work was when the terminal locked up. 

A minor aesthetic dislike is the lack of video attributes the 
0-4 supports. It is limited to normal and inverse video. No 
underline, no half or double intensity, no flash or invisible 
cursor. The character set is like the Nuevo set for the 0-1. It 
looks nice but | like the Exec’s better. Especially since it can 
easily be changed with CHARGEN.COM. But that is a unique 
feature. If this sounds like | have mixed feelings about the 
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Vixen, | do. But, in putting everything in perspective, | become 
very biased. 

| do not think the Vixen is a business machine. The Execu- 
tive, especially with the 780K drives from G-2, 512K memory 
board and SKEYS.COM program from Inova, as well as the 
possibility of a built-in high speed modem installation from 
Associated Management Services (my company), make it the 
machine of choice for business. 

This becomes even more true if you need to use a numeric 
key pad, or multi-lingual displays (the latter only supported by 
the Exec). At this time the Vixen doesn’t support these op- 
tions. So where does this leave it? 

| think the Vixen is probably the best conceived and ex- 
ecuted PERSONAL COMPUTER I’ve ever seen. Like any other 
machine or software a user should consider his/her needs be- 
fore making a selection. | would find find it difficult to find a 
better buy for a new user, as a second machine, or as a dedi- 
cated tote-around unit. For $1295.00 you buy hardware, soft- 
ware, and a lot of support — not just warranty but also a year 
of FOG membership. What other brand comes with that? 


[Look around; Vixen prices are coming down. David] 
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ROM 1.21, INOVA 500 
RAM-Disk/Memory Board 


and WestWind Hard Disk 
by Ed Squires 


In this article, | share my experience in purchasing, install- 
ing, and beginning to use three products: the improved ROM 
version 1.21 for the Osborne Executive, the INOVA 500 RAM- 
drive/buffer/memory board, and a WestWind hard disk. 


Purchasing the WestWind Hard Disk 

This purchase was made by phone on WestWind’s 800 
number. With an Okidata ML92 serial printer, | had visions of 
adding a letter quality parallel printer in the future to the hard 
disk (a capability that is advertised), but mine came without 
that facility. Apparently you have to ask for it. 

My experience with suppliers of Osborne accessories leads 
me to believe you can never tell when something will be 
shipped unless you get a commitment in advance. While we 
CP/Musers should appreciate the service provided, when you 
order from one supplier, do find out when they can and will 
ship or either be prepared to wait patiently. The product may 
have to be manufactured to fill your order. 

The day after | ordered, Bank of America called to confirm 
the purchase by me: confirming by asking when | opened my 
account, the amount of my last payment, and getting my 
concurrence on the identity of the seller and the amount of the 
purchase. 

WestWind indicated they would ship as soon as possible by 
UPS 2nd, Day Delivery service for which | paid $5. The hard 
disk arrived eight days after being ordered. 
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Purchasing ROM vs. 1.21 

| had never installed the ROM ver. 1.21 because | was fear- 
ful of going into the computer particularly in view of the warn- 
ing notice on the face bezel. My software seemed to work fine 
just with the the enhanced BIOS ver. 1.2 purchased from OCC 
when first made available. When the WestWind hard disk 
would not operate (discussed under Installation, below), | was 
told | had to have ROM ver. 1.21. WestWind sent it and another 
copy of BIOS 1.2 in an OCC packaged unit by UPS 2d Day 
Delivery. 

Although | have some doubts as to the necessity of the new 
ROM, it certainly can’t hurt to have it and | recommend you 
order and install it if you are going to purchase a hard disk or 
the INOVA 500 memory board. 


Purchasing the INOVA 500 Memory Board 

The INOVA 500 RAM-disk/buffer/memory board was or- 
dered from Microtech Computer Services the same day | 
phone-ordered the hard disk. | had opted for the board instead 
of WestWind’s Drive C because it looked like a better installa- 
tion and a better deal. 

To speed my order, | sent my check by USPS Express Mail 
as MicroTech’s FOGHORN advertisement indicated it did not 
accept credit card purchases. On the following day | called 


Microtech and was assured that my order had been received ~ 


and that all was well. Unfortunately | did not ask about ship- 
ment. Since | was told all was well, | assumed it would be 
shipped immediately — in keeping with my request, ‘Please 
rush”. 

Two weeks later | called and was told my board and others 
were being shipped that day from the Dallas factory of INOVA 
and that they would try to have mine shipped directly to me. 

As it did not come in the next few days, | decided it had 
been shipped to California and would be returned to me in 
Texas in due course. A week after my last conversation with 
Microtech, it arrived, directly from INOVA by UPS 2d Day 
Delivery service. 

Noting that the serial number of my board is below 50, | sur- 
mised that they haven’t built and sold many of them yet. But | 
am very impressed with the board and very pleased that | or- 
dered it rather than a Drive C unit from WestWind. 


Installing ROM Ver. 1.21 and INOVA 500 Board 

The ROM should be installed at the same time as the INOVA 
500 board because you have to remove the memory board to 
install the ROM. 

You will need a pair of pinched-nose pliers, a six-inch me- 
dium sized Phillips screwdriver, a moderately small regular 
screwdriver, and one 1/4-inch wrench. You might get by with 
a 4-inch Phillips screw driver but | assure you the 6-inch is 
worth going out for. The screws you need to reach (on the bot- 
tom of the Exec’s case) are recessed quite a ways. | found a 
1/4-inch socket wrench with ratchet helpful and easy to use. 

The instructions for both the ROM and the INOVA 500 board 
are clear, easily understood, easily followed, and have ex- 
cellent illustrations. But see comments on software, below. 

Unfortunately | had to install my ROM exactly one week be- 
fore | received the INOVA 500 board, so | had to go into my 
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computer twice. On the second go around, all of my fears and 
apprehensions were gone, so | am thankful | had the prior 
experience before tackling the installation of the $395 board. 
The only trouble | had was getting the video harness 
reconnected correctly. Twice | failed to get the pins inserted 
properly and had to go back in and correct it. If | had looked 
more carefully, | would not have had a problem. 

The INOVA instructions indicate the memory board can 
easily be damaged by electrical charges. Interestingly, they 
recommend that you install it while standing in your bare feet 
on other than a carpeted floor, and that you wear only (i.e. 
nothing but) cotton underwear (noting that it is unnecessary 
to be naked). Also that you ground the computer cord and your 
body to a three-foot piece of aluminum foil from the time you 
remove the heavy aluminum protective cover from the board 
until it is firmly installed on the computer’s mother board. 

All of that sounds a bit weird, but ! took it seriously and fol- 
lowed the instructions to the letter. Working on a kitchen cabi- 
net seemed like a good place. By sitting | was able to see at 
the level of the work and standing gave a good top view too. 

It was not difficult to install, but | wish they had sent me 
replacement Teflon spacers just in case | could not remove the 
old memory board without damaging the old spacers. For- 
tunately OCC had included three spacers with the ROM-BIOS 
kit and | had needed all three in installing the ROM. | did not 
fasten them too permanently, knowing ! would be installing 
the memory board and fearing INOVA would not include any 
with the board. If you already have the ROM ver. 1.21 installed, 
you should arrange for spacers at the time you order your 
INOVA 500 board. If your spacers are as mauled as were mine, 
you will need new ones. 

The two spacers are about 5/8-inch long and have arrows 
on each end. One arrow goes through and out the bottom of 
the mother board and the other end goes through the bottom of 
the memory board and its plastic shield. The two boards are 
installed facing each other and the other end of the memory 
board is secured to the mother board by a 72-pin connector. 

Please note: You should not unwrap the board until you get 
ready to install it because of the electrical charge problem. 
Read the instructions first! 


Installing the WestWind Hard Disk 

Installing the hard disk was frustrating for several reasons. 
First, the company sent software for a different sized disk 
from the one | ordered. WestWind tried to correct the matter by 
phone, but we could not get the software readjusted so that it 
would work. Later | would be told this was because | did not 
have ROM ver. 1.21. 

As | had paid for UPS 2d Day Delivery service, | requested 
WestWind send me the proper software by express mail. It 
came a week later by first class mail. And it too would not 
work. The floppy was stuck in its shuck and my COPY.COM 
would not copy it. 

| was able to copy it with NSWP207 — bless Dave Rand. 
There was 184K stored on the disk and my Executive only for- 
mats 183K. They sent me another disk, along with the ROM- 
BIOS package, and it arrived the next day. 
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After installing the ROM, | still could not get the disk to load 
as the instructions indicated it should. All | got was an A) 
prompt rather than a menu, as the instructions indicated | 
should get. It took me a few minutes to realize that the A) 
prompt was the hard disk’s rather than the Osborne Exec’s. 
Then | discovered that the software stored on the hard disk 
was for an Osborne 1 instead of for an Exec. 

The entire experience of ordering and getting the hard disk 
working was frustrating. | feel sure that my trouble was un- 
usual and probably unique. If the software had been right and, 
presumably, if | had had ROM ver. 1.21, it would have just been 
a matter of connecting the cables, inserting the software into 
my computer’s Drive A, and typing the hard disk’s BIOS 
command. 


Using the ROM Ver. 1.21 

With the new ROM, my display is much brighter and the 
computer seemed to be quite a bit faster. Other than that I can 
see no difference. But | am glad | have the new version of the 
ROM; it may improve the operation of my programs. 


Using the INOVA 500 Board 

The INOVA 500 board looks like the original board but with 
two notable differences. First, INOVA’s name is imprinted on 
the board and different chips are used. Instead of two banks 
which contain seven chips each with 64K per bank, the INOVA 
has two banks containing seven chips each with 256K per 
bank, for a total of 512K. 

The software with the INOVA 500 board includes a test 
command which checks out the new board and confirms that 
it is functioning OK. | found the instructions for using the 
RAM-drive limited, misleading, and confusing to my 
nonelectronic mind. For example, there are several different 
RAM-drive commands. The RD047.COM has to be used if you 
are using a WestWind hard disk. The syntax given for that 
version used the command “RD” instead of “‘RD047”. Most 
people would have immediately seen the error, but not me. It 
took me several minutes to figure it out. | renamed the file 
RD.COM (as they suggested) after deleting the original 
RD.COM from my copy of the software. 

My progress was limited by not ever having seen a RAM- 
drive work, i.e., not being completely sure what the thing was 
supposed to do, etc. The instructions addressed various alter- 
natives for parallel printers in using the buffer, but did not say 
one word about whether the buffer is supposed to work with a 
serial printer. My test indicated it did not. The RAM-disk soft- 
ware for use with a hard disk is still being refined and | hope to 
get an update. 

RD047.COM gives you the choice of three RAMs: 183K, 
253K, or 318K. If you are loading from floppies, you can only 
load one using the RD047.COM load option and you can only 
use that with the 183K and 253K RAMs. Here again, NSWP207 
is of tremendous value. In adding the second and/or third disk 
of files, you can see exactly how much space is available and 
how much you are adding. 

There are several other programs supplied with the INOVA 
500 board. | haven't really tried them out as of this writing, but 
my limited use indicates they are going to be super and their 
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documentation is good. | especially am enjoying having the 
ability to switch to a full-screen calculator from WordStar and 
then switch back to WordStar, inserting the total from the 
computer’s calculator into my WS text. The software offers 
lots of other goodies, which you can read about in Microtech’s 
ads in current and past FOGHORN issues. 

With the hard disk operating, the RAM-drive becomes the 
next drive designation available. My disk now has A, B, D, E, 
and F drives and the OCC Executive's drives are designated C 
and D drives. So the INOVA 500 RAM-drive is H drive when the 
hard disk is operating. When | am off the hard disk, it becomes 
Drive C. 

The value of the INOVA 500 is not as apparent when using 
the hard disk as it is when operating without it. It is super fast. 
But if you have WordStar available in a floppy drive, it appears 
to use the copy in the floppy drive rather than the one you 
have put into the RAM-drive. 

For example, if you load WordStar into your RAM-drive from 
one of your computer’s floppy drives and just leave it in the 
floppy drive, the computer will use the floppy version rather 
than the RAM version even though you gave the WordStar 
command while at the RAM’s c> or other prompt. From the 
RAM, it is very fast. 

The next time the hard disk is partitioned, A, B, and C des- 
ignations will be reserved for my Osborne Exec and the RAM- 
drive as | intend to occasionally use the computer without the 
hard disk. And | would like to have those drives consistently 
designed the same way. The RAM software contains a 
SWAP.COM which permits you to swap designations with ei- 
ther of your floppy drives. When | am not on the hard disk, | 
can swap (switch) my Drive C RAM designation to Drive A and 
the top drive on the computer becomes Drive C. 


Using the WestWind Hard Disk 

The MENUGEN program supplied with the hard disk made it 
easy to set up detailed menus so that | rarely have to type outa 
command for anything. And most of the menus, by footnotes 
automatically added by MENUGEN, permit me to view a direc- 
tory, issue a CP/M command, escape, log a different drive, 
etc. 

The software furnished with the hard disk is as advertised. 
The program for repartitioning and reformatting the disk 
worked really well and the documentation is quite adequate. 
CompuMagic’s ManyKey software which is supplied with the 
package is useful. 

Although | am not a programmer, the capability offered by 
DISKMGR.COM is quite handy for such things as changing my 
phone numbers and those called in MODEM12.COM. Doing 
something like that is fast and easy. It is also nice to be able to 
check the size and status of drives, etc. 

My limited encounter with the ARKIVE.COM indicates that 
NSWP207.COM is easier and faster to use. | found that 
ARKIVE formatted a floppy to accept only 136K whereas 
NSWP207.COM writes to a regularly formatted 183K disk. You 
can squeeze from the hard disk to a floppy with NSWP207’s 
Squeeze option if you like -- and you save a lot of space — but 
it is terribly slow. 
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[Note: ARKIVE doesn’t format your disk, but uses all free 
space available. It is especially valuable to split large files 
over multiple floppies, but for a few small files, NSWP is great. 
Jack] 


| copied squeezed files back to the hard disk without 
unsqueezing them and when | unsqueezed them on the hard 
disk they were in hopeless condition and unusable. That is the 
only time | have ever felt NSWP207.COM did not do what | 
asked it to. But NSWP207 permits you to go to the hard disk’s 
Drive A, e.g., and ask to see all files of all users. If loading 
NSWP207.COM, the command is: NSWP207 A* 

NSWP207 then tells you how many files are on the drive 
and how much space is unused. As you tag files by typing aT, 
NSWP20/ counts off and lists the files, adds up the space the 
tagged files occupies on the hard disk and shows how much 
space will be required to copy them to a drive with a 1K block 
format. 

All the files can be tagged at once regardless of the total K 
on the drive and then you can copy to your floppy drives one 
after the other. All you have to do is keep formatted disks in 
them and type M for mass copy and your drive’s designation 
(mine are C and D drives) each time NSWP207.COM tells you a 
disk is full. What a great program! Dave Rand deserves a con- 
tribution from every NSWP207 user. 

The WestWind hard disk is tremendous and works like a 
charm. One reason | decided to order from WestWind was the 
ad indicating | could use both CP/M and MS-DOS machines 
with the same hard disk. 

Well, when | received my disk, | learned a different program 
was required to use a CP/M machine and an MS-DOS machine 
on the disk. Although one price was quoted and charged for 
the disk and software combined, the invoice showed part of 
the price represented the program for my Osborne Executive. 
In other words, if | ever want to add an MS-DOS machine, | will 
have to pay about $150 for another program. If | had but 
known, | would have opted for a CP/M-MS-DOS program from 
the beginning! 

| do not wish to imply that anyone, particularly people who 
have contributed so much to FOG and to the FOGHORN as some 
of our suppliers have, would take advantage of us. They and 
FOG have made our situation bearable and we owe a lot to 
them. But do ask questions before you act and thereby get 
precisely what you want and need. 


Other Software 

A few comments on other software. | use WordStar 3.30, 
SuperCalc2, Personal Pearl (ver. 1.10), Rembrandt, and am 
trying to use KAMAS. | have found it desirable to reeducate 
WordStar as to the drives it will use and tell it not to have a 
default drive. | use WINSTALL.COM and ENHANCE.COM on 
Drive B and put the WordStar files on Drive A. | guess this is 
best done on the computer with the hard disk turned off. 

The hard disk permits you to load your programs on the 
User 0 designation (e.g., £0) which only shows up as £)) and 
designate (set) them as system files, thereby making them 
accessible to all users on that particular drive. 

This permits the use of WordStar without needing a copy of 
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it on the user’s number. It conserves space. | have found that 
most — if not all — of my programs will permit that. But some 
of them, e.g., KAMAS, won’t let you retrieve the file later if you 
use a user number other than 0. 

WS works very well in that any drive or user can access it 
from any drive even though it is on only one. But you cannot 
edit from or write/save to a user number in WordStar and sev- 
eral other programs. But if you are in a user area when you 
load WordStar, then it will save your file to that user number 
although it indicates it is just saving it to the drive. 

If you load WordStar in User 0’s area, its directory will in- 
Clude all files on the drive. If you load it from any other user 
area (e.g. that of User 1), the directory will only show that 
user’s files. 

SuperCalc2 will either show you all files on a drive or only 
SuperCalc files. For the time being, | have Personal Pearl and 
SuperCalc2 on the same drive, but | use different user num- 
bers. Some of my SuperCalc2 files of .XQT type automatically 
use Personal Pearl’s SuperCalc2 reports and | find it conve- 
nient to have them on the same drive. Personal Pearl does not 
feature a directory. It provides menus tailored to the data sys- 
tem you are running in the Edit program and in the Produce 
Reports program. 

Incidentally, Personal Pearl works well in the hard disk 
environment. It will switch programs without prompting ex- 
cept when you have to choose what you wish to do. And when 
you produce a report, the sorting is automatic. 

| have had some difficulty getting some of the software to 
function on the drives | have selected for them rather than 
Drives A and B but | am solving that problem, program by 
program. 

It would be nice to have Drives A and B on the Osborne as 
some programs can only be run on drive with those designa- 
tions (COPYSYS.COM, COPY.COM, ENHANCE.COM, etc.). But 
when | tried to use CHARGEN.COM from Drive E, it used the 
computer’s top drive as if it were Drive A, even though the 
hard disk was on and it regards that drive as Drive C. 


[COPY, COPYSYS, and similar programs use hardware selec- 
tion of the drive rather than going through the computer's 
BDOS (Basic Disk Operating System), so will select your 
floppies no matter what the logical drives the disks are as- 
signed as. Jack] 


There are some mysteries which are unfathomable. Some 
day | will reformat and repartition. With the new memory 
board, | should be able to add a sixth drive without any mem- 
ory limitation problem, hopefully. 

Thanks for permitting me to share. Please overlook my 
elementary approach to the subject. Hopefully this article will 
reassure others to be daring and add the ROM ver. 1.21, the 
INOVA 500, and a WestWind hard disk. | am pleased with all 
three and convinced that my computer is now much faster 
than MS-DOS machines | have used. 

When someone reviews equipment or software just after 
acquiring it, they are likely to make conclusions and form 
opinions which are erroneous. If I’ve done that, my apologies 
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NUEVO ELECTRONICS CORPORATION 


PO. Box 209 / Richmond, TX 77469 / (713) 341-6001 


ADVERTISEMENT 


THE EXECUTIVE 2X2 $595.00 


Also available are the following OPTIONS: 
% Option A: 512K of Dynamic RAM (Total) x 
Use as fast 298K RAM disk with a two drive system or for file buffering with 
three of four drive system. $40 
Option B: Real Time Clock (battery back-up) x 
No resetting of the CP/M clock with each power-up. Screen display of time and 
date. Settabie alarm time. $30 * 
x Option C: 8” Floppy Disk Drive Interface * 


Up to 2 external 8° drives can be used in the system. $25 


THE EXECUTIVE 4X4 $695.00 


Option D: EEPROM 

System monitor is in EEPROM instead of EPROM. Allows ready customization of the 
ci system. For the sophisticated user only! $100 

Option E: Math Processor Chip (AM9511) 

For those applications calling for faster ‘number crunching’ $160 

External Drive Options — Please contact factory 

Option F: SCSI/SASI Port 


The mutitunction board (MFB) component of the Executive ESUSs is available as a separate tem. As such it comes without disk drives and without the double-sided drive and 8" drive capabilities, 


The 8 Mhz CPU and 512K of high speed RAM, of which 388K can be RAM disk, are standard. The Clock, EEPROM and Math Processor are optional. It is upgradable later to a full ESU. 


The Executive versions of Nuevos Enhanced Storage Upgrades include two new double-sided disk drives, your choice of 48 tpi (2X2) or 96 tpi (4X4), a mulli-function memory board upgrade, 
an 8 Mhz 2:80 CPU and new disk controlier and monitor ROM IC's. The 2X2 provides 386K per drive and the 4X4 has 782K per drive, Installations straightforward and simple. There is no soldenng. 


In addition to doubling (or quadrupling) the disk storage space, the Nuevo ESU's for the Executive include the following features as STANDARD: 
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% Expandable to Four Floppy Disk Drives 


The Executive ESU's can address up to two additional external disk drives, in any 


THE O-1 2X2 UPGRADE 


Both original drives are replaced with double-sided 48tpi drives that give 
2X the storage capacity of standard double density. 386K useable space, 
128 directory entries, per drive. 


. $595.00 
($445 if you already own a Nuevo Double Density Upgrade) 


(includes 50 pcre THIRD ie bi nici 
includes 50 watt replacement wip supply for lus a cooling fan) 
Model IN4 sa 2 bs 
Model INQ peasy 7a $200, 00 


80 COLUMN UPGRADE 


Increase your standard screen size to a full 80 columns. No loss of 
horizontal scrolling. Excellent resolution, even on the internal screen. 
Six software selectable cursor styles. Optional baud rate generator pro- 
vides 16 baud rates from 50 to 19.2K baud. No soldering unless BRG 


option installed, 
$200.00 
(Add $30 for optional baud rate generator) 


YES! | want to “Upgrade” mente with the item(s) I've checked below! 


O 80 Column Upgrade @ $ C80 Column Upgrade with BRG @ $230.00 
D Double Density Upgrade @ $150.00 
O Double Density Upgrade with cable for Standard Drives @ $165.00 


D 0-4 2x 2 Upgrade @ $595.00 or 0 $445.00 if Nuevo DDU owner 
0 0-1 4 x 4 Upgrade (1564K) @ $695.00 or 0 $545.00 if Nuevo DDU owner 
O My 0-1 has a O Brown Case 0 Blue Case 0 and is 0 SD O 0D 


TheRev.#is (Note: The Rev, # is usually displayed 
al the top of the screen when the computer is first turned on) 

D Exec 2 x 2 Upgrade (772K) @ $59500 0) Exec 4x 4 Upgrade (1564K) @ $695.00 

O Exec MFB Upgrade @ $425.00 

O Exec Options (please list) 


January, 1986 


& = 8Mhz Z-80 


The Executive runs with twice the speed of the original factory 4 Mhz processor! 


combination of 48, 96, or 100tpi, in any combination of 3¥2, 5%, or 8° drives. % 3msec Drive Step Rate. 
t fb in Disk Handling % 256K of High Speed Dynamic RAM 
The ESU Executive reads, writes and formats over 40 different computer formats, More memory for CP/M file butfering! 
including IBM PC DOS 1 & 2, both SS and DS. The new BIOS recognizes % Upgradable to 2 Megabytes of Memory! 
automabcaly ail of the following plus even more: (Pending availability of new RAMS from manufacturers). The multifunction board is 
socketed for the next generation 1 Megabit X 1 RAMS. 
SS FORMATS OS FORMATS 
DEC VT 180 DD NEC8000 DD TI Pro CP/M86 DD Altos 580 DS/DD (96 tpi) NEC8801A 
Heath Magnolia DD NEC8001A OD TRS80 | SD Ampro Little Board (96tpi) Nuevo 0-1 2X2 
Heath 290 DD Nelma Persona OD TRS80 Ill OD Cromemco CP/M80 Nuevo 0-1 4X4 (96tpi) 
IBM CP/M86 DD OK! if 800 DD TRS80 IV DD Epson QX-10 Osborne Vixen 
Kaypro ll DD Osborne One SD&DD Xerox 820 SD Heath 2100 Sanyo 
Lobo Max80 DD Osborne Exec DD Xerox 820 OD HP-125 (CPM86) Televideo 803 


THE O-1 4X4 UPGRADE: 

Both original drives are replaced with double-sided 96tpi drives that give 
4X the storage capacity of standard double density. 782 K useable space, 
256 directory entries per drive. 


$695.00 ; 
($545 if you already own a Nuevo Double Density Upgrade) 


‘cision di has th bok tear \) 

judes drive housing with built-in linear power su 

Model EX4 eas pi 38 pa EE } ; 
Model EX9 DSN6tpi ‘83 150.00 


DOUBLE DENSITY UPGRADE 
Provides a full 183K of data storage per disk. Totally compatible with 
the factory double density, File sizes in 1K increments, An optional power 
cable assembly permits use of standard (non-Osborne) disk drives. 
Increase your storage even more in the future....this item is upgradable 
to double-sided double density. No soldering. 


$150.00 
(Add $15 for optional power cable assembly) 


Name 

Address 

City: Stal 
Phone 

Texas residents please add 5 1/8% sales tax. 

O I'm enclosing a check or money order for the item(s) Indicated. 

O Please ship C.0.0. 


Please charge to my 0 VISA 0 MasterCard 
i oe Expiration Date 


hatred Signature 
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SOFTWARE REVIEWS 


KAMAS Revisited: 
A Review of 


Further Developments 
by Dick Ezzard 


Kamasoft, Inc. (formerly Compusophic Systems), the 
proprietors of KAMAS, in January, 1985 made available the 
first KAMAS add-on disk. It contains public domain utilities 
which may be added at your option to the KAMAS system orig- 
inally furnished. The utilities now available answer some of 
my original qualms about KAMAS and provide a convincing 
demonstration of the extensibility and programmability of the 
KAMAS system itself. 

Let me repeat again that the outline processor/editor is a 
canned application package which accompanies KAMAS and 
is only one application of many possible applications. It works 
as advertised. Emphasize that: the outline processing ap- 
plication works! (And KAMAS is not “merely” an outline 
processor.) 

For me the most important of the new utilities is the added 
capability to transport regular CP/M text files or WordStar 
files into the KAMAS outline processing facility. 

Now | can write random notes with WordStar or any text 
editor which | find easier to boot up and more convenient to 
me than KAMAS for the writing task. When the time comes to 
organize, | can use WordStar to collect all notes on a certain 
subject into one file. 

At that point it pays for me to go into KAMAS and read that 
file of accumulated notes into KAMAS for processing as an 
outlined hierarchy of text. | must say that things go smoother 
if you take just a little bit of trouble to preformat your note file 
into the titles and text segments form most easily digestible by 
KAMAS. There are three special dot commands which can be 
inserted into your WordStar file at intervals to make the right 
kind of sandwiches for KAMAS gulping. 


[See WS/KAMAS: The WordStar — KAMAS Affair in the AP- 
PLICATIONS TOOLBOX section of this issue. David] 


Once your text is within a KAMAS topic file, it is easy 
(assuming you have learned the commands) to rearrange the 
file using the KAMAS outline editor. You can make various por- 
tions of text subordinate to major subjects, re-sequence the 
presentation and generally organize scattered thoughts by 
manipulating only the headlines of the notes. Hierarchical re- 
organization of the outline results in reorganization of the en- 
tire text, even if you started with a WordStar file. 

You can then output either the bare outline (or portions 


thereof) or the outline accompanied by the text. Structure 
editing on Z80 systems! 


If the resulting KAMAS file is output again to a regular 
CP/M file it can be touched up with a word processor such as 
WordStar and formatted for printing or for electronic 
transmission. 

A file which has been exported from KAMAS, being pure 
ASCII, is no longer a WordStar-reformable text file, however, 
and must be processed by a public domain utility such as 
ENSOFT2.COM (CPM.010) to restore the ‘‘soft’” carriage re- 
turns that WordStar likes to see at line endings within a 
paragraph. 

Another utility furnished lets you permanently change your 
working copy of KAMAS so the outline editor and the leaf (text) 
editor are more similar to WordStar command keystrokes. 
Since | am more familiar with WordStar than Perfect Writer, 
this modification is very suitable to my personal taste and | 
installed it immediately on receipt. 

The cost for the new-found abilities of KAMAS is some sac- 
rifice of disk space. To use the auxiliary utilities, you modify 
your working copy of KAMAS by running one of the utilities 
furnished. From then on whenever KAMAS is booted up, it will 
ask if you want to use the augmentation utility file. If you an- 
swer yes, that file (96K!) is added into the already massive 
KAMAS system. 

On an Osborne 1 KAMAS, the original KAMAS takes up 
181K, or one entire disk. If you run it with the add-on utilities 
integrated, your second drive is half gone, leaving you rather 
cramped for disk space for the files you want to operate on. 

In my case, | use the Drive C RAM-disk, so | can load up all 
of KAMAS, including the new utilities, on the RAM-disk and 
still have the other two drives available for text files, for 
WordStar, or whatever. 

It is evident that running KAMAS on a hard disk system is 
the way to go, and | anticipate that KAMAS will run like a 
dream when there are megabytes of disk space available and 
disk accesses are fast. 

In the meantime, a RAM-disk is definitely recommended 
and be advised that if you run KAMAS on a two-floppy drive 
system, you will be somewhat cramped, but can still get 
along. But if you are going to operate on both CP/M and 
KAMAS files, you will have to ration your space on Drive B so 
that you have room to output a CP/M file once the text has 
been rearranged within KAMAS. 

Those who have programming ability will be able to tailor 
their KAMAS system to suit their own tastes, and can easily 
have several configurations of KAMAS and select one to use 
according to current activity. For example, it would be quite 
feasible to delete some of the lesser used utility areas within 
KAMAS itself, and replace them with the most useful of the 
newly supplied routines which came out on KAMAS utility 
disk number 1. 

Another space saving measure is available. Even if you 
have modified KAMAS to take advantage of the new (96K) util- 
ity file, you can still configure KAMAS on startup to run with- 
out the new utilities. So with a little discrete floppy flipping, 
you can use KAMAS in the enlarged configuration to get a 
CP/M file into a KAMAS topic file, then reboot and re-invoke a 
smaller version of the KAMAS system. After which you can 
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work on the text just as conveniently as though it was written 
from within KAMAS in the first place. 

The following is a partial list of the material which is in- 
cluded on the newly released KAMAS Utility Disk 1: 


* KAMAS Language Topic File, an on-line user's guide to the 
KAMAS programming language and environments. 

* An auxiliary autostart utility for KAMAS which allows you to 
configure a printer and gives you the option of including the 
96K utility file in your operating KAMAS system. 

* Improvements in viewing, finding, and printing headlines of 
an outlined text file. All available from a menu. 

* An output utility which sends to paper or another file just the 
outline of selected portions of the topic you are working on. 

* A reconfiguration utility which adapts KAMAS to use 

WordStar like control codes in the outline processing and 
text editing modes. 

* Utilities for copying and reindexing all or part of the KAMAS 
topic file, including headlines (titles) and text “leafs”. 

* The aforementioned utility which allows easy import of 

regular CP/M text files or WordStar files. 
And others. 


It is because of KAMAS’s programmability, that these real 
improvements have already been added, such as the most 
valuable ability to import regular CP/M text files. These added 
features are distributed free in the KAMAS Report, a newsletter 
published by Kamasoft for registered users and conveniently, 
the improvements are distributed on the utility disks which 
can be obtained for the reasonable cost of $10. 

Getting the preconfigured disk which will automatically in- 
Stall to your system will save you the trouble of typing in 50 or 
60 kbytes of program material and trying to manually install 
the routines yourself. Presumably more disks will be available 
in the future as users with an interest in programming devise 
improvements and utilities for use with KAMAS. 

What should be of great interest to the program’s users, 
especially pioneers, are the bug reports and corrections 
openly discussed in the newsletter. This complete frankness 
is proof to me of real desire on the part of Kamasoft to maintain 
and improve their system of software. 

An improved version of KAMAS, release 1.1, including both 
bug fixes and enhancements is available to registered owners 
of version 1.0 for the princely sum of $10! You can compare 
this with bug fix releases of other software (such as dBASE II) 
which usually go for $25. And you can compare this with 
many items of software on which bugs are hardly acknowl- 
edged and fixes are hard to come by. 

This report should make it evident that most of the qualms | 
had concerning KAMAS on my first look have now been al- 
layed. In addition, that continuing support will be forthcoming 
from Kamasoft has now been proved by reports in the news- 
letter, by the issuance of the utility disk and by the availability 
of the upgrade at very reasonable cost to original purchasers. 

The one caveat | will continue to make as loud and clear as | 
can is that the potential user should be prepared to deal with 
complexity. KAMAS is a very powerful system of software with 
delicate controls which must be mastered by the user. The 
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documentation runs over 700 pages! Even allowing for the 
reasonable and useful redundancies encountered (the same 
material may appear in the text, in an appendix and perhaps in 
a glossary) there is still a helluva lot to learn. 

KAMAS is a good example of the principle that programs 
which are very simple to use and easy to master often don’t do 
very much. KAMAS, being very powerful and with many, many 
capabilities is going to be hard to master. Fortunately, how- 
ever, most should be able to get going with a useful subset of 
the KAMAS capabilities — namely the outline processor — 
within a reasonable amount of time. However, | would not rec- 
ommend KAMAS to someone who is still computer-naive. If 
you can’t make WordStar dance, you don’t want to tango with 
KAMAS. 

A person interested in purchasing KAMAS should make 
inquiries of Kamasoft to confirm this, but | think it will pay to 
look around for other people who also want to get KAMAS, 
since a discount price for group purchases has been avail- 
able, even for a group of two. And with a program.as complex 
as this one is, it can be highly beneficial to have someone else 
nearby to talk to about operations. 

So, with the addition of the new utility disk, | can now make 
a strong recommendation of KAMAS for anyone interested in 
an outline processing tool for CP/M Z-80 systems. This rec- 
ommendation is provisional based on one condition: that the 
user is willing to put up with a fairly high level of complexity in 


controlling this powerful system of software. 
sesese88 


MEDSTAT: A Toolbox 
of Menu-Driven 


Statistical Programs 
by Gregory L. Smith, M.D., M.P.H. 


Finally a low-priced statistical package for the rest of us! 
* Unlike nearly all of the other available statistic packages — 
STAT PAK, STAT PRO, ED SCI, ABSTAT — MEDSTAT, ($99 
from Sudden! Products, 3421 M. Street, NW Suite 1336A, 
Washington, D.C., 20007, ph. (202) 338-9256) is not primarily 
a business statistics package. It is a medical, biological and 
social science stats package. Also unlike most other stats 
packages it is not primarily a data base manager that per- 
forms statistical calculations on stored sets of data. 

MEDSTAT is a wonderful toolbox of quick menu-driven stat 
programs that works as easily as a four-function calculator. 
No data set needs to be defined and then entered and ana- 
lyzed. With MEDSTAT you give it the raw data and it crunches 
out the results in preformatted output to the screen or printer. 

For those statistical programs where is it important to save 
the data sets, the data is saved as an ASCII file and given a 
name at the same time that it calculates the statistics. 

Of course there are a number of statistical functions on 
MEDSTAT that are found on all business stats packages 
including: 
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T-tests (single and multiple) 
Linear Regression and Correlation 
Chi-Square Analysis 

Descriptive Statistics 

Standard Deviation and Error 


There are also a variety of easy to use Statistical functions 
which may be unusual in the business arena but are quite 
common in public health, medicine, and the biological and so- 
cial sciences, including: 


Fisher’s Exact Test 

Contingency Table Analysis 

Study Power and Sample Size Calculations 
Stratified Data Analysis 

Matched-Pair Analysis 

Confidence Interval Calculations 

Sensitivity, Specificity and Predictive Values 


There is even a GREAT program which gives the p-values 
from T-test scores, Z-test scores and Chi-square values. Of 
course the p-values and degrees of freedom are automatically 
output with all statistical analyses so that a table never needs 
to be looked at. 


Program Operation 

MEDSTAT is a compiled program, so there is no messy 
interfacing with MBASIC as is the case with the STAT PAK pro- 
gram. It crunches out statistics lightning fast. My copy (ver- 
sion 2.0) for the Vixen runs without flaw on both the Vixen and 
my old Ossie 1. Operation is quick and painless, and is mostly 
menu-driven. When specific data is requested the prompts are 
detailed explanations of what is required. 


Documentation 

All of the programs are documented in a 15-page publica- 
tion with references from the textbooks and journals regard- 
ing the statistical equations used. Examples are provided 


. throughout the documentation. 


Conclusion 

MEDSTAT is an inexpensive time saver, it is quick and easy 
to operate and has an extensive array of statistical functions. | 
expect it soon will become a standard in the statistical field. 


-How about an IBM version Sudden! Products? 
eeees8e8s 8 


The MTBASIC Compiler: 
A Multitasking 


Language Compiler 
by Darren Leno 
Member, Fargo-Moorhead OKUG 


The $49.95 MTBASIC by Softaid, Inc., distributed by Spite 
Software is surely one of the best investments that an experi- 
enced BASIC language programmer can make. 

When | decided | wanted to set up an RBBS-RCP/M on my 
Osborne 1, | thought | would do some of the programming my- 


self. My problems was that | am not bilingual. | only speak one 
computer language — BASIC. That means | couldn’t write my 
programs in a language that | could compile into .COM files 
with public domain compilers. Sure, | could have spent $250 
on a monster called BASCOM, but | thought | would risk 
$49.95 before | did that. 

MTBASIC is a multitasking BASIC language compiler that 
allows immediate compiling and executing of a program. The 
environment is similar to TURBO Pascal, although the 
MTBASIC’s line editing functions are not nearly as 
sophisticated. 

| have not had a use for the multitasking feature, but it’s 
nice to know it’s there. For those who are not sure what .. 
multitasking is, Softaid painted this scenario in their docu-, 
mentation to explain. . 


“In a steel mill, a system could be installed to 
measure the thickness of the steel being pro- 
duced and to adjust the mill to produce a particu- 
lar thickness. Steel making is an ongoing 
process, so the program should not stop when the 
operator is entering data. One task could be as- 
Signed to reading parameters entered by the op- 
erator while another task reads the thickness of 
the steel. Yet a third task could be responsible for 
controlling the mill’s jack screws to produce the 
desired thickness.” 


Besides multitasking, MTBASIC does windowing. Awindow 
is a subsection of your video screen — like a screen within a 
screen. For example, a help menu of program commands 
could be pulled down over text that is already on the screen. 
Then this menu can be erased and the original screen re- 
stored. Windowing is easy to use, and several sample pro- 
grams are included with the package to show off this feature. 

Many of the commands in MTBASIC are comparable to 
those in MBASIC, although there are definite distinctions. One 
will have to thoroughly study the poorly-written MTBASIC 
documentation (with no cross referencing) before he or she at- 
tempts to write a program. | have found reading and writing to 
a disk file or device to be a much simpler task with MTBASIC. 

As far as compiling your MTBASIC program to a .COM file, a 
simple DISK COMPILE command will do that for you. MTBASIC 
compiles to a minimum of 13K. It is also possible to compile 
programs to ignore ~C (control C), so people cannot break out 
of your programs. 

You will NOT be able to compile your MBASIC programs 
with MTBASIC unless you are willing to do a lot of work. One 
distinct difference between the two BASICs is that MTBASIC 
requires you to declare your string, real, and integer variables 
at the beginning of the program. ’ 

| have not learned yet how to do direct-cursor addressing 
from within MTBASIC. | was disappointed to discover that I’m 
going to have to hunt all over (like | had to with MBASIC) to 
discover how to make information appear on my screen where 
| want it to. 

As far as support goes, Softaid will include a flyer with your 
package that tells about the bimonthly MTBASIC User's Group 
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Newsletter, which includes application notes, programming 
tutorials, and MTBASIC update notices. This costs $10 per 


year. 

MTBASIC is available for CP/M and PC-DOS operating sys- 
tems. This means the source code of programs that have no 
direct system calls or graphics are transportable between 
your Osborne and MS-DOS computers. 

| encourage FOG to include MTBASIC source code in its li- 
brary. There will undoubtedly soon be quite a bit of material 
available for the MTBASIC compiler, especially considering 
that it is available on two popular operating systems. 

Overall, Softaid’s MTBASIC compiler is a deal at $49.95. 
The documentation is poor, but despite its imperfections | 
highly recommend it for experienced BASIC programmers 
who have a need to compile source code into .COM files. It is 
an inexpensive alternative to Microsoft’s BASCOM. 

By the way, object code generated by MTBASIC may be 
distributed without consulting Softaid, and no royalty fees 
need be paid. Softaid will settle for an ad in your program 
instead. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Write-Hand Man 


“Almost a Sidekick for CP/M” 
Ted Silveira—Computer Currents, Aug. 27, 1985 


“WHM is ingenious and works as intended” 
Jerry Pournelle, BYTE Magazine, Sept. 1985 (c) McGraw-Hill 


Now available for CP/M 2.2, CP/M 3.0 and ZRDOS! 


The convenience of Sidekick on your CP/M machine! Trigger 
Write-Hand-Man with a single keystroke and a window pops open 
to run desk accessories, Exit Write-Hand-Man and both the screen 
and program are restored. Use with any CP/M program and most 
any CP/M machine. Takes only 5K of memory. 


FEATU RES Notepad for quick notes 


Appointment calendar 
HEX calculator 


File and Directory viewer 
Quick access phonebook 
14 digit decimal calculator 


Add applications written by you or others! No other “Sidekick” 
lets you add applications. Dump screens, setup printers, 
communicate with other computers, display the date and time. 
Let your imagination run wild! 


$49.95 (California residents add tax), shipping induded. COD 
add $2. Sorry, no credit cards or purchase orders. 30 day guarantee. 
Formats: 8 inch IBM, Northstar and most 5 inch (please specify). 


Write-Hand-Man only works with CP/M 2.2, ZRDOS and CP/M 3.0 
(please specify). Simple terminal configuration required. Not avail- 
able for TurboDOS. Compatible with keyboard extenders, hard 
disks, and other accessories. 


Poor Person Software 
3721 Starr King Circle 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 
415-493-3735 


Trademarks: Write-Hand-Man — Poor Person Software, CP/M—Digital Research, 
Sidekick —Borland International 


BONUS 
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The MEX114 Modem Program 
by Don Riggs 


| have been using a modem program called MEX114 as an ( ob 
evaluation against the Modem 7 series (currently at version 
7.40. IMP2 is the new modem series.) MEX stands (according 
to the documentation) for Modem EXecutive, and is available 
from a lot of sources. MEX114 is the latest in a series of MEX 
programs, and a refined commercial version is available as 
MEX2 for those who wish to purchase a preconfigured 
package. 

MEX has some advantages and some disadvantages over 
the Modem 7 series, and | will try to summarize a few of them 
after describing MEX in a little more detail. 

To begin with, you need to get a copy of MEX114.LBR, anda 
copy of the overlay for your particular computer. (I use MX- 
0S1.ASM for my Osborne 1, a copy of a modem overlay — 
overlays are available for the Hayes SmartModem and 
compatibles and the Comm-Pac — and it is nice to get a copy 
of MLOAD.COM, version 2.0 or later). You will also want, at 
least in the beginning, a copy of MEXHELP.HLP. 

The overlay for your computer will have instructions for 
blending the programs together to make a working commu- 
nications module. 

In any event, let’s assume you have the program up and 
running. When you get it started, it will look like: 


MEX (Modem Executive) V1.14 

Clone Level 0 

(for aid, type HELP or *'?’’) c 

Copyright (C) 1984, 1985 - 
by NightOwl Software, Inc. 


Osborne I overlay V1.4 
by Bob Schultz 


[MEX] AQ)) 

Now, if you’re lost, type a question mark and you will see: 
[MEX] AO)? ? 

Available commands: 


? ALT BELL BYE COLD 
CAL CALL CLS CPM CLONE 
DEL DIAL DIR DSC ERA 
EXIT GLOBAL HELP 1D KEY 
KEYS LOAD LOG PHONE PREFIX 
READ REN SAVE SENDOUT SET 
SLEEP SSET STAT SUFFIX SYSTEM 
TERM TERMA TYPE WRT 


Single char commands: T,E,L.R,S 
Secondary options: A,B,D,E,K,L.Q,R.S,T,V,X 
[MEX] AO)> 


OK, a list of commands. One of them is HELP. Let's try that: 
[MEX] AO» help A 
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The HELP command with no arguments prints out a list of 
available help subjects (as you’ve probably guessed by now, 
since you are indeed reading this). The HELP.MEX file must, of 
course, be located in the drive and user areas as specified in 
your overlay configuration. 

HELP will print a list of available topics. To see this list, do 
this: 

HELP ? 


To query the HELP data base for any of the selected topics, 
do this: 


HELP <topic name> 
(for any topic-name displayed by “HELP ?’’) 


In general, HELP frames explain syntax with the use of the [ 
and ] characters (which denote optional items) and the <> 
characters (which indicate a data type, such as <filename> 
or <string>. 

So, we try: 


[MEX] AO>> help ? 
Help is available for: 


ALERT APPEND ALT BAKFILE BELL-VAR 
BELL-CMD = BYE BUFFER CANCEL CALL 
CAPTURE CHAR CHECKSUM = CIS CLOCK 
CLONE CLS COLD CPM CRC 
DEBUG DECIMAL DEL. DIAL DIR 

DSC DU-SPEC ERA ERRID EXCLUDE 
EXTEND ESC FILTER GLOBAL EXIT 
HELP HEX ID INITFILE KEY 
KEYS LF LIST LOAD LOG 
MULTI PAGE PHONE PRECHO PREFIX 
QUEUE . READ REN REPLY RETRY 
RTIME RUB SAVE SEARCH SECOND 
SENDOUT SET SINGLE SLEEP SPLIT 
SSET STAT STRINGS TYPE SILENT 
SODELAY SUFFIX SWITCH SYSTEM TAB 
TERM TERMA TERM-MODE VAL WCHAR® 
WECHO WLINE WRT WTECHO TRIGGER 
SEP XLINE X ON 


Copyright (C) 1984 by Ronald G. Fowler 


Wow, what a list! You are going to have to explore most of 
them on your own, but we will look at a couple. 


[MEX] AO») help stat 


The STAT command lets you examine certain system 
variables, and change others. In general, the syntax is as 
follows: 


STAT <KEYWORD> 
(to examine a variable) 


STAT <KEYWORD> <NEW-VALUE> 
(to change a variable) 


_ The NEW-VALUE will depend on the context of the keyword 
In question. For example, most of the switch-type variables 
are either ON or OFF. Hence: 
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STAT BAKFIL 
(prints out ON or OFF) 


STAT BAKFIL ON 
(turns on BAKFIL) 


STAT BAKFIL OFF 
(turns off BAKFIL) 


The value-type variables, on the other hand, will print the 
number or text associated with that variable. Setting the value 
requires the entry in units associated with that value. For 
example: 


STAT REPLY 5 
(sets five seconds as SENDOUT reply time) 


STAT WCHAR 4 
(set 40 ms as transmit-character delay time during a terminal- 
mode file send) 


Some variables are read only, most notably STAT BUFFER 
(which prints out the save-buffer and printer-buffer statistics). 

To obtain a list of all of the options that can be viewed or 
changed with the STAT command, do: 


STAT ? 


You'll note that most of the keywords you'll see printed have 
their own HELP section. 


[MEX] AO)» help set 


— 


ADVERTISEMENT 


HIGHER TECH 
LOWERCOST 


CompuPro 10™... 
the Multi-User 
Business Computer. 


Increased productivity. It's what you buy a computer for. 
CompuPro 10 is the multi-user system that lets four people 
outperform a network of personal computers. Network a 
CompuPro 10, and you have up to 1020 productive users! 

And because the CompuPro 10 runs both 8- and 16-bit 
CP/M® software, you have more than 3,000 programsto 
choose from as you expand your business. 

It adds up to one of the lowest cost per user ratios of any 
high-performance multi-user microcomputer on the market. 

Price, performance ae ; 

roductivity .. . discover all o 
GompuPro 10's many benefits at your ( ompu Pro, 
©1904: 


local Full Service CompuPro System 


Center. Where you'll find higher CompuPro tots a kedemark of 
technology at a lower cost. Federnask ol igtal Receaeh he. 


ut A eet 


ah — | MENTZER COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
1441 Rolilns Rd., Bustingame, CA 94010 (415) 340-9363 
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Miscellaneous Commands 

* BYE, SYSTEM, EXIT and CPM are keywords used to exit 
MEX and return to the operating system. Any open termi- 
nal file is closed before exiting. 

DEL is used to close and erase an open terminal file. 

DSC disconnects the modem (may not be implemented in 
all overlays). 

WRT is used to close and save an open terminal file. 

SET is a command defined entirely by the overlay; if your 
overlay doesn’t implement SET, MEX will print an error 
message when SET is invoked. 

SSET is a similar command, intended for the SmartModem 
overlays. 

BELL <n> rings the console bell <n> times (regard- 
less of the BELL switch). 

CLS clears the screen (if supported by the overlay) 


Now, lets try: 
[MEX] AO) stat ? 


-~ Switches -- 
RUB: bs-to-rub conversn.. OFF 
BELL: console bell....... ON 


CIS: Compuserve protocol. ON 
XLINE: T-file EOL XON wt. OFF 
WTECHO: wait-for-echo.... OFF 
LIST: printer device..... ON 
EXCLUDE (ignore SYS fils) ON 
SILENT: READ cad silencer OFF 
SPLIT: phonelib split.... ON 
DECIMAL: input radix..... ON 
CAPTURE: save-in-memory.. OFF 
SODELAY: SENDOUT time dly OFF 


LF: T-file linefd apnd... OFF 
BAK: backup file creation OFF 
CHECKSUM:error check mode OFF 
XON: T-file xon/xoff test OFF 
10: MEX ID in error msgs. ON 
FILTER: contr] char trap. ON 
DEBUG: T-modem hex disply OFF 
INITFILE (startup file).. OFF 
EXTEND: READ cmd extender OFF 
HEX: input radix......... OFF 
QUEUE: T-mode queued I/0. ON 
PRECHO: echo modem to 1st OFF 
TAB: console TAB expander ON 
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-- Characters -- 

TRIGGER char for SENDOUT. 3EH “')** CANCEL cher for SENDOUT.. 1SH *‘CTL- 
uo 

SEP (cud line separator). 38H **;'' ESC (T-mode escape char). 1BH **CTL- 
yo 


-- Values -- 

REPLY wait-time, SENDOUT. 8 sec 
RETRY: SENDOUT retry-cnt. 6 
WLINE: T-trn lin wt delay 200 ms 
RTIME: rcv file wait timr 1 sec 


WECHO SENDOUT echo-wait.. 4 sec 
WCHAR: T-trn chr wt delay 50 ms 
CLOCK: speed of CPU...... 40 


PAGE: lines per screen... 22 


And we have a list of settings that can be changed. I'll refer 
you to the help files, and especially to the written documenta- 
tion for most of them. Meanwhile, back at the prompt: 


[MEX] AO) set 

1200 Baud (this is set to 300 on the distribution, | changed) 
8 Bits NO Parity 1 Stop Bit 

RTS INACTIVE 

Transmit Data NORMAL 

Receive Data NORMAL 

Screen Width 128 

Auto-scroll OFF 

Arrow Keys CPM 


There you have the settings currently in effect. All of them 
can be changed with SET or STAT commands. SPD L, for in- 
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stance changes to 300 baud from 1200, and SPD H goes back 
to 1200 if your modem will support the change. 

Well, | didn’t intend to frighten you, but as you can see, MEX 
is a very powerful communications program with a tremen- 
dous degree of flexibility. That very power and flexibility 
though, makes it somewhat more difficult to learn than the 
Modem 7 series, and just a touch harder than AmCall, which 
comes with the Comm-Pac. 

MEX does provide a command structure whereby you could 
automate the transfer of a series of related (or unrelated) files 
without operator intervention, and a number of other goodies. 
MEX’s phone library layout is not quite as good as that in 
Modem 720 and above in my opinion, but it works. 

MEX can be “‘cloned”’, with just the parameters you like set 
by STAT and SET commands passed to the clone. For exam- 
ple, | have cloned three different copies of MEX to diskettes — 
one using the CRC error checking mode for error detection to 
use with most RCP/M bulletin boards, one with CHECKSUM 
error checking to use with KBBS, and one with XON and line 
delays set to use with Telemail. 

In all three cases, | have changed the ‘‘escape”’ character 
(originally a control J) to use the ESC key. 

Using MEX, you will find that it receives 128 records before 
stopping to write to disk as opposed to Modem/7’s 32 records. 
This will speed up file transfers PROVIDED the phone line is 
not too noisy. It stops only a quarter as many times to write, 
but also takes longer to re-receive a scrambled block. 

MEX is also capable of receiving 1K blocks instead of 
blocks containing only 128 records, providing that the send- 
ing station can send them, and also subject to line noise prob- 
lems. MEX will revert automatically to 128 records per block 
instead of 1K if too many noise-caused errors occur. 

Another big plus for MEX is the availability of its TYPE com- 
mand from within the program. Let's say you have 
downloaded (and saved via Terminal Mode and Capture, both 
default settings of MEX) the directory of an RCP/M, making 
some fast handwritten notes about files you want to 
download. 

If your handwriting is like mine, you may have scrawled one 
or more letters illegibly. With the Modem 7 series, you would 
have to exit CP/M, TYPE the directory, return to Modem, and 
hope you had not taken too long and been disconnected. 

With MEX, simply enter TYPE (whatever name you assigned 
the Terminal Mode file), at the [MEX] AO») prompt. 

| would suggest that you at least get the Documentation for 
MEX and look it over. You might like it. 


Until next time, have fun with your computer! 
eee eee 8 
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Desktop Accountant 


Version 7 
by Richard A. Cohen, CPA 


The Desktop Accountant Version 7 is sold under the brand 
name of Rocky Mountain Software Systems, Walnut Creek, 
CA. It is written in BASIC and comes on two double density 
disks plus a demonstration data disk. This product was orig- 
inally produced by TCS Software of Texas. 

Quite adequate documentation, including a separate READ 
ME FIRST manual, aids the setup and continued operation of 
this product. The documentation shows each menu as it ap- 
pears on the screen and explains, with extensive examples, 
what each menu item means. 

The software is designed for use by a small business to 
keep all the necessary books to run such a business. It in- 
cludes, besides the general ledger, accounts receivable, ac- 
counts payable and payroll. | do not use the AR, AP or PR 
functions, so | will limit my review to the general ledger 
function. ; 

| use this product to keep the books of not one, but 20 com- 
panies. This is accomplished because all the data files are 
stored on a floppy disk other than the disk with the programs. 

The general ledger package is broken up into several pro- 
grams including System Initialization, Master File Mainte- 
nance, Enter Transactions and End of Period Processing. Also 
included are report generators which produce a Trial Balance 
(actually the general ledger) and the traditional Balance Sheet 
and Income Statement. In addition, Departmental Income 
Statements for up to 99 departments are available. File serv- 
ing and query programs, as well as a Delete Transaction pro- 
gram, round out a very useful package. 

| have used up to three departments and never had a data 


file in excess of 50K on the Osborne DD. 


The reports follow the traditional formats used by accoun- 
tants everywhere but do not allow for esoteric differences pro- 
vided by much more expensive software. This whole package 
sells for $495 with the general ledger module selling for about 
$200. 

Rocky Mountain supports this software quite well, if expen- 
sively. They have a call-in procedure where you can pay for 
service rendered, but the prices have precluded me from try- 
ing them. 

The company also produces a quarterly newsletter (for $30 
per year) which has proved worth the cost. It gives quick fixes 
to any bugs discovered by users, as well as any enhance- 
ments discovered. As with any such user-oriented publica- 
tion, the changes are only as good as the user base, which 
appears to be quite good. 

The software does have some shortcomings. Since it is 
written in BASIC, it is incredibly SLOW. | purchased my sec- 
ee mainly because this software takes up so much 

Admittedly, the computer does all the work, once the data 
has been entered, but it can take over 15 minutes to print outa 
Trial Balance for a normal-sized business. Data entry is quite 
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fast and easy however. 

In addition, | uncovered a bug which | have notified Rocky 
Mountain about, and expect to see the fix in my next news- 
letter, which by the way, is called quaintly enough Debits and 
Credits. When ending a year, the storage of last year’s data in 
the master file puts the ending data in the wrong location. 
There are 21 fields in each account data record, and the data 
is supposed to be entered in the 20th field and the 2 1st field is 
supposed to be changed to zero. 

What happens is that the 20th field is changed to zero, and 
the amount which was supposed to go there is added to the 
amount in the 21st field. This only affects income statements 
which compare last year with the current period, but it is 
annoying. 

It took me over a year to find this out, because it only occurs 
with end-of-year processing. 

All in all, this is an inexpensive, high quality product and 
the speed should not bother or affect the small company 
which only uses it for a few minutes a day. 

The helpful screen messages like, THIS PROCESS MAY 
TAKE A FEW MINUTES, make this a very easy package to use. 
Being written in BASIC also allows those of us with a propen- 
sity to fool around, a chance to make meaningful changes, like 


adding heading and footing data to reports. 
e*eoc 0@938 8 


ts] CHRISTIAN 
id SOFTWARE 


ANNOUNCING ANNOUNCING 
A CHRISTIAN CHECKBOOK 
WHAT ITIS WHAT IT DOES 
A tool for tithing Enters checks, deposits and 
Acheckbook program withdrawals 


Easy to learn Keeps/displays ledger 


Easy to use * Prints out ledger 
* Prints checks 
WORKS ON Corrects: poorly entered 


chec 
* Automatically keeps a 
separate account for 
your Uthe 
Automatically verifies 
your bank statement 
* These features can be toggled 
written by a user — nota ON or OFF. When a feature Is 
programmer or an engineer. OFF, It is hidden from user 
We want to be your friends. for program clarity 


$49.95 plus $2.00 for handling to: 
CHRISTIAN SOFTWARE 
1112 FIRST STREET NORTHWEST ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA 55901 
(Minnesota residents add 6% for sales tax) 


Osborne 1 (80 col & DD drives) 
Executive (with ROM update) 
MORE TO COME 


Our Instruction books are 


Payment by CHECK —__. MONEY ORDER —_ VISA __. or MASTERCARD —__. 
Name —_____________ ss Acct 

Street ____ Expiration Date 

City 

State 


Zip Code Computer 


KEEP YOUR EYE ON US! THERE IS MORE TO COME 
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REMBRANDT: The Business 


Graphics Toolkit 
by Veikko Rekunen 


REMBRANDT from Spectre Technologies ($79.95) is sup- 
posed to be a “complete business graphics toolkit”. Now that 
promises much, especially for the price. 

This is not supposed to be a full review of REMBRANDT, by 
the way, but these are my first two-month-old impressions (at 
the time of writing). 

REMBRANDT consists of three main parts, BOARD, GRAPH 
and BRIEF, which come on four disks, (for the O-1 that is). It 
also is available for Kaypros, the Executive and Vixen. 

If you have DD (as | have), you can easily fit the whole set on 
two disks, especially if you leave those printer drivers you 
don’t need out of your work disks. 

In fact, when you leave the demo programs out of the disk, 
you Can just about fit WordStar on the same disk with BOARD 
and BRIEF, which then makes it easy for you to write the 
“electronic slide show” command files you need. 

BOARD is the ‘drawing board” program, which is seriously 
hampered by having to use Osborne’s character set. On the 
other hand, you can use that set fully, and can even write with 
enlarged letters. Logos and the like can be drawn quite well 
with BOARD. Pictures can be saved to disk and loaded back, 
and they can overlay each other. 

In principle you can either draw pictures or write text. 
These functions are toggled with a function key (not an 
Osborne SFK but a combination of the control key and some- 
thing else). Pictures are drawn with numeric keys, so there 
can be 10 different block graphics characters in use at the 
time. These characters are easily changed in the middle of the 
drawing, so this is no limitation. 

There is also a toggle to help you keep drawing with the 
same character by moving it around with the arrow keys. You 
can work with blocks, fill, move and outline them, use 
bright/dim intensity and underline the characters. There are 
help screens too, to assist you in your work. You can also draw 
circles and lines which look quite awful due to the hardware 
you have to use. 

BOARD has three possible screen widths, and is (like other 
parts of REMBRANDT) compatible with both Osborne and 
Nuevo upgrades. The printers supported, print the created 
pictures. BOARD is mostly just fun (a very noteworthy thing as 
such), but it can be used advantageously with GRAPH. 

BRIEF is the “electronic slide show” program. It shows any 
Set of pictures created with BOARD or different graphs. The 
pictures can be displayed at different intervals and in various 
ways, ranging from moving to the screen to being slowly 
revealed. 

These command files are easily written with WordStar’s 
Non-Document mode. This application may have some limited 
use in exhibitions and such, but like BOARD, it is mostly just a 
lot of fun. 

GRAPH is in fact four different programs, which must be run 
separately (though the main menus are always the same). 
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They are: 


(1) vertical bar graphs 

(2) horizontal bar graphs 

(3) scatter graphs (xy-plots); and 
(4) pie charts 


As a general notion, I'd say that the bar charts are really 
nice. They (like the others, too) can be interfaced with e.g., 
SuperCalc and dBASE Il, and can (like BOARD pictures) be 
printed inside a WordStar text file. This is done by first run- 
ning the printer driver and then invoking WordStar from it. 

The pie charts are quite awful, to be honest, as they suffer 
from the same limitations as circles. The scatter graphs are a 
little better, if you use the default symbol (of the possible 
three), but the other two are in my opinion far too large for 
such a small graph. But, | should add, all these graphs are 
easily read and understood, and that of course is the main 
point. 

The bar charts are very good. | also have an opinion of an 
IBM-PC XT user with all those fancy graphics programs, and 
he said they aren’t really all that much better, especially if you 
consider the price. 

The place and width of bars can be selected. You can 
choose from dim or bright bars, and what is more, this 
dim/bright difference is very clear when the graphs are 
printed (at least with my Gemini-10X). You also have the pos- 
sibility to save data and/or format of the graph on disk to be 
used later. 

Adding data to all the graphs is really easy, and as you can 
choose autoscaling or not, you can design all the charts to 
your heart’s desire. The scaling, by the way, does not affect 
the number of “tick” marks on the scale axis as there is al- 
ways the same number of them, which might be a nuisance. 
There is, however, an easy way out. 

As | said, it is possible to edit these charts with BOARD, for 
instance if you wish to add or change the “tick” marks of the 
scale axis. You can also add text to suitable places. There is a 
special command for that in the chart programs, too, but it 
isn’t very reliable. It seems to work on the screen, and with a 
52-column screen that can cause problems. So use BOARD for 
any editing afterwards as it appears to be more reliable. 

There are other bugs, too (or so | think). When you read in 
data for the graphs from other sources, you can also choose 
the SuperCalc format which the program is then supposed to 
read. | tried that by preparing an SC2 file and trying to read it 
in. There was no response except that the program froze. | fi- 
nally realized that you do NOT choose SuperCalc format; you 
simply answer NO to the question, and it works very well. 

| don’t know the reason for this, but as long as you know it, 
it of course does not matter. 

There are five different printer drivers included and more 
than 35 different printers supported. My Gemini-10X works 
perfectly with the EPSPRINT program. 

With the bar graphs it produces the same two different de- 
grees of brightness you can see on the screen. 

There is one fault, though. | can understand that there are 
hardware limitations with the Osborne as far as circles and pie 
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charts are concerned, but surely there aren’t such limitations 
with most printers. For one reason or another REMBRANDT 
Seems to use some sort of ‘screen print” printing, which pro- 
duces exactly similar pictures on the printer as on the screen. 

It seems to me that there should not be any reason for that, 
apart from wanting to see on the screen the same picture that 
will be printed. Most modern printers can produce very nice 
circles, etc., and | think this program set could and should be 
improved so that it uses the full capabilities of the different 
printers. Then it would be a really great set of programs for the 
price, not just a good one, which it is now. 

The manual is rather well done and explains the different 
ideas quite clearly — even if you have to read the same things 
a few times to fully understand them. The file READ.ME on one 
of the disks explains any differences there might be with the 
present program shipped and the manual. There was one 
thing at least — there is no longer an installation program for 
the 0-1. The file READ.ME explains how you can make the 
changes you might need with your word processor (probably 
an easier way, though | didn’t need to use it). 

Also included is a program for converting the BOARD files 
into different form so that they can be used in your own 
MBASIC, CBASIC (0-1 or Executive versions only) or assembly 
language programs. There are also three .BAS programs, one 
for each possible screen width, which help to place BOARD 
pictures into an MBASIC program. And yet another program 
allows text files created with e.g., WordStar to be changed into 
BOARD format and used by BOARD. 

In my opinion REMBRANDT is a nice program. It can give 
you a lot of enjoyment by helping you to create graphics and it 
is also useful, especially if you need bar graphs for something 
more serious. 

Itis easy to use and | like the way this firm does business. If 
you are looking for an inexpensive graphics toolkit, you might 
like to consider REMBRANDT. It has its shortcomings, but it is 


a good way to start with graphics presentation. 
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The Star Vs. the New 
by Yigal Zan 


The NewWord word processer has been the subject of sev- 
eral positive reviews. A conspicuous example is David 
Gerrold’s Looking At A WordStar Work-alike (PROFILES, Feb- 
ruary, 1985). 

Mr. Gerrold’s review (and some others’ e.g., Herb Golden’s 
Spreading the New Word, in the June, 1985 FOGHORN, did not 
make clear enough which WordStar (WS) features were sacri- 
ficed in NewWord (NW), and only barely touched upon the 
latter’s weaknesses. 

This article provides complementary information which will 
make readers better aware of what is awaiting them should 
they elect to use NW instead of WS. 

First let me address the speed issue. | tested NW against 
WS 3.3 (with 00h value at the DEL4 address — no artificial 
pause for the MicroPro message), and in one case against it- 


self (see Table 1 and discussion below). 

In both programs help level was set to 0. The tests were per- 
formed on a Kaypro 2X (DS) and an already existing 34K file 
which was written with WS. Time scores were taken using the 
stopwatch function of a digital Casio wrist watch. 

To compare NW with WS, | ran two sequences of com- 
mands, as shown in Table 1. The long sequence involved 
beginning of file (BOF) and end of file (EOF) operations; the 
short sequence involved middle of file (MOF) operations (see 
Table 1). 

In the long sequence, certain commands were executed 
more than once. This repetition provides an internal check-up 
for consistency. In addition, it allows readers to glance at the 
range of variability associated with command execution. The 
two sequences were executed (the short following the long) 
first with NW, and then with WS. The sequences were selected 
during long warm-up sessions. 

Apress of the stopwatch button simultaneously with a hit at 
the last letter of the pertinent command (e.g., the R of “QR 
where ~ means control), started the count. A press simulta- 
neously with the termination of the last screen activity asso- 
ciated with the execution of the command, terminated the 
count (e.g., the appearance of the logged disk directory below 
the no-file-menu, after hitting “KD). 

The scores (given in seconds in Table 1) are not averages 
but the ones obtained in the last trials. Like those obtained in 
any trial, they simply show what users are likely to run into as 
they use the two programs. The actual times were longer by an 
amount smaller than a whole second. This amount was ig- 
nored for the sake of simplicity. 


Table 1. 
Function Command Scores in Seconds 
NW WS 
1 boot X¥a2 15 11 
2 enter into a file d(name) (ESC) 9 5 
3 to EOF “ac 37 28 
4 save+resume at EOF “KS 47 20 
5 toprevious position EOF “OP +25 = 45 
6 to BOF “OR 31 7 
7 save+resume at BOF “KS 106 30 
8 to EOF “ac 29 28 
9 save+resume at EOF “KS 43 21 
10 to previous position EOF “QP + 25 = 46 
11 to BOF “aR 28 7 
42 save+resume at BOF “KS 103 29 
13 save+quit at BOF “KD 50 45 
14 re-enter* a R«ESC) 8 3 
15 to EOF “ac 37 28 
46 save+quit at EOF “KD 13 21 
47 save+resume at MOF “KS 97 25 
18 toprevious position MOF “QP + 4=29 
19 save+quit at NOF “KO 40 43 
Total 693 405 
Difference 693-405=288 or 4:48 minutes 
Ratio 693/405=1.71... 
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NW Only: 


save+resume at MOF using [[KD d°R<ESC> 
“QF [<ESC> 63 seconds 


* In NW the command sequence d<ESC> can be used in- 
stead of d~R<ESC> to reenter a file. | realized this only after 
the tests were taken. 

As the table shows, on the average, WS is 1.7 times faster 
than NW. NW is faster only in executing “KD at EOF (line 16) 
and MOF (line 19). With a 34K file, the execution of the entire 
set of commands will cost NW users an extra four minutes and 
48 seconds. 

NW’S real problem is with its “KS command. Note that it 
pays NW users who wish to save and resume editing, while in 
the middle of the file, to mark the place they are at(e.g., with [[) 
and then use the sequence “KD d(*R)<ESC> “QF {[<ESC> 
instead of the “KS command. 

Ata file that size, they will be saving over half a minute (97- 
63=34). At the beginning of such a file, to use “KD d<ESC> 
instead of “KS can save 56 seconds — almost a minute. 

However, as will be shown below, under certain conditions 
a built-in deficiency in NW may nullify the gains incurred with 
these alternatives. 

When using WS, writers wishing to protect their output 
while in the middle of the file, would issue the “KS~QP com- 
mand sequence. In a file that size, WS’s “KS“QP beats NW’s 
“KS by more than a minute (97-29=68 seconds). At TOF it 
beats NW’s [[“KD d(-R)<ESC> “QF [[<ESC> by over half a 
minute (63-29 = 34 seconds). 

In the reported tests, NW executed the “KS command rea- 
sonably fast only from the end of the file. Under these con- 
ditions it seems to be even with WS’s “KS QP (47, 43, vs. 45, 
46). There is no advantage in NW’s combining the save-and- 
edit with the cursor-to-previous-position functions. Of course 
this might reflect some internal NW-unique problems. 

The question remains whether it is a good idea at all to 
combine the two functions in one command. In my opinion it is 
not. The flexible solution of keeping these functions apart is 
superior to the inflexible solution of combining them for the 
following reason. There are occasions in which users elect to 
get to the beginning of the file for editing reasons. 

By using “KS instead of “QR they catch two birds in one 
stroke. They get to the beginning of the file and protect what- 
ever they just wrote from being lost (e.g., due to a power fail- 
ure). Combining the functions eliminates this option. 

Concerning objectionable advanced features, | may add the 
following. As the reviews indicated, NW displays regular text 
at half-intensity and boldface and double-strike texts at nor- 
mal intensity. Those for whom the half intensity is too dim, 
would have to increase or normalize the intensity of the regu- 
lar text using the brightness nob of the computer (or the exter- 
nal monitor). 

But — at least on 1984 and later Kaypros — this will cause 
what formerly was shown in a normal intensity, now to be 
shown in a blinding intensity. 

Readers who do not use boldface and double-strike, may 
think they can spare themselves from being blinded by simply 
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not using the boldface and double-strike options. Not so. 
NW’s uses “normal” intensity extensively in its prompting 
and informing messages. AS you normalize the intensity of 
your text, as long as you do not erase its message overlay file, 
NW will keep blinding you with its messages. 

Mr. Gerrold emphasized the importance of speed of disk-ac- 
cess and keystrokes, implying, as | understand it, that the 
fewer the keystrokes the better. Whether they are trivial or 
important, there are at least two cases in which NW requires 
more keystrokes than WS. 


1. If you want to use the R option to run a program (e.g., 
NSWEEP, XDIR, The Word Plus) residing on a disk ina 
drive other than the logged on drive, WS will find that pro- 
gram without you having to indicate the drive the program 
is on by typing the two strokes d: prefix. WS will find that 
program without it. In NW you must type this prefix. Other- 
wise NW searches only the disk in the logged drive and 
then tells you it cannot find the program. 

2. If you want to change the line spacing, in WS you type only 
“OS#; in NW you must adda ©. 


Mr. Gerrold stated that‘... whenever you save a file (“KS 
— Save and resume edit), NewWord returns to the same place 
in your file, thereby making the “QP command irrelevant.” 
Then he told readers that in NW, “QP is used for finding pages. 
This manner of presentation leaves room for assuming that 
NW might have cursor-to-previous-position command (to be 
used when this function is relevant) except that it is made of a 
letter combination other than “QP. 

Mr. Gerrold (and other reviewers as well) did not say 
Straightforwardly that NW has no cursor-to-previous-position 
command at all. So keep in mind that if you use NW you cannot 
return the cursor promptly to its previous position, by means 
ofa command, either after ~B, “QF, “QP (NW’s find a page), “L, 
“QB (the NW equivalent of WS’s “QQ°B), etc. You will have to 
search for that position manually (or use a substitute such as 
mark and find sequence). 

In addition to its lack of a cursor-to-previous-position com- 
mand, NW lacks (or did away with) all automatic scrolling 
commands, i.e., ~QW (scroll down a line at a time; useful with 
WS 2.6), “QZ (scroll up a line at a time, useful with WS 2.6 and 
3.3), “QQ°R (Scroll down a screen at a time), and ~QQ°C (scroll 
up a Screen at a time). All these can be used in conjunction 
with the “QP command (or the cursor-to-previous-position 
function). 

Now the whole beauty in word processing is the ability to go 
over and over what you have written, to comb and re-comb the 
text, and make changes so as to continuously improve on your 
earlier output (‘‘cumulative improvements” in Tom Foote’s 
words; see PROFILES May, 1985, p. 64). 

| estimate that people who use word processing creatively, 
to compose articles, novels, plays, and so on, are working at 
the beginning or somewhere at the middle of an already exist- 
ing text at least 99 per cent of the time. 

Most of these times, there is text not only behind but also 
ahead — even far ahead — of the cursor. Under these con- 
ditions, inserting and deleting characters, words, phrases, 
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a note with your geographical area. To verify the meeting date, time, or location, call the number in the right hand column. 
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Under this heading you will find the listing of activities and events of Affiliated Member Organizations. Listings are the responsibility of the groups’ 


officers. Officers must have corrections into FOG office by the first of the month prior to publication (December 1t for the January issue). For a fist of 
other groups, see “CONTACTS” in back issues starting January, 1983, or send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the FOG offices. Please include 


Date City A.M.0. Day Time Meeting Address Contact No. 
Jan 20 Soldotna, AK 18-PenFOG 3M 7:00pm Totem Realty, 44669 Sterling Highway 907-262-5801 
Jan 20 Anchorage, AK 63-GLOB 39M 7:00pm Wendler Jr. High School,Room 133, 2905 Lake Otis Parkway 907-276-6484 
Feb 13 Sitka, AK 83-BUG 2n¢Th 7:30pm Human Services Center, 207 Moller Dr. 907-747-8615 
Feb 11. Ketchikan, AK 89-KCPM 2¢Ty 7:00pm 1182 Black Bear Road 907-225-9249 
Jan 25 Homewood, AL 49-FAOUG lastSa 1:00pm Homewood Public Library, 1755 Oxmoor Road 205-669-4396 
Feb 6 Huntsville, AL 125-NAOUG 1% Th 7:00pm Madison County Court House, Jury Venire Rm 205-881-0377 
Feb 13. Ft. Smith, AR 23-AFOG 2 Th 7:00pm Lewis Paint and Supply, 4900 Wheeler Avenue 501-785-0820 
Feb 4 Tempe, AZ 100-T0G 1 Tu 6:30pm Tempe Public Library, Pyle Adult Center, Southern Ave at Rural Rd602-438-2731 
Jan 22 Stockton, CA 11-S0G 4thw 7:00pm _ Citicorp Savings, Pacific Ave. 209-951-4701 
Feb 10 Fresno, CA 35-FROG and 7:00pm 1434 West Shaw, Suite A 209-683-2252 
dan 28 Porterville, CA 66-SVFOG 4 Tu 6:00pm 1502 North Lowery 209-781-4123 
Feb 11 Porterville, CA 66-SVFOG 200 Tu 6:00pm 1502 North Lowery 209-781-4123 
Jan 15 Long Beach, CA 130-OPEN 3d Ww 6:30pm C.S.U., Learning Assistance Center 213-498-4186 x 5350 
Call Palo Alto, CA 1-15 FOG SV 2222 7:30pm CONFIRM 408-371-8699 
Feb 14 Castroville, CA 5-MBAOCUG 2nd F 7:00pm Castroville Fire Station, Rec Room, Speegle & Pomber 408-728-1416 
Jan 23 San Francisco, CA 2-SFCS 4" Th 7:00pm St. Aidan’s Church, Goldmine & Diamond Hgts. 415-239-1399 
Feb 12 Oakland, CA 3-East Bay FOG 92" W 6:00pm B&B Electric, 2832 Ford Street 415-272-9099 
Feb 11 San Rafael, CA 31-M0G 26 Tu 7:00pm _ San Rafael High School, 2nd Street 415-897-0629 
Jan 15 Walnut Creek, CA 60-MTDOG 3d W 7:00pm Thurman Casey Memorial Library, 2661 Oak Grove Road 415-933-2665 
Jan 20 Menlo Park, CA 68-SMOG* 3oM 7:30pm Crane Place, 1331 Crane 415-325-2442 
Feb 3 Menlo Park, CA 68-SMOG? 1stM 7:30pm Crane Place, 1331 Crane 415-325-2442 
Feb 10 29 Palms, CA 114-HOG and M 6:00pm CONFIRM 619-367-9783 
Jan 15 Arcata, CA 29-HOG 3a Ww 7:15pm Humbold State Univ., Science Bldg., Rm 126 707-445-2074 
Feb 6 Santa Rosa, CA 56-No.BayFOG 18'Th 7:30pm Valley Oak Park Rec Hall, 2600 Northcoast St. 707-526-0250 
Feb 2 Orange, CA 113-NOCOG 4st Su 2:30 Chapman College, Science Bldg., Am 128 714-952-5627 
Feb 4 Santa Maria, CA 42-SMOG 18'Tu 7:00pm Sears Savings Bank, 401 South Broadway 805-937-1128 
Feb 13 San Luis Obispo, CA 47-CCOG 24Th 7:00pm TRW, 1050 Southwood Drive 805-544-4267 
Jan 28 Santa Barbara, CA 69-OSBUG last Tu 7:30pm SB Planning Rm, 105 E. Anapamu St 805-687-8541 
Feb 14 Chatsworth, CA 86-ONUG and F 7:00pm Wizard of OsZ 20630 Lassen Street 818-709-6202 
Jan 27 Sherman Oaks, CA 106-TUG-NET 4M 7:00pm Central Savings, 4464 Van Nuys Blvd. 818-994-6567 
Feb 6 North Hollywood,CA 106-TUG-NET 4stTh 7:00pm Valley Plaza Park Community Center, 12240 Archwood 818-994-6567 
Feb 13 Davis, CA 6-MUGSY 2¢Th 7:00pm CONFIRM 707-557-5162 
Feb 5 Sacramento, CA 61-SOG 1stW 7:00pm SMUD Utility Bldg, 1708 59" St 916-456-4139 
Feb 6 Denver, CO 4-006 1*Th 7:00pm Clements Comm. Center 2% Floor 1580 Yarrow 303-690-6301 
Jan 29 Boulder, CO 65-BUG 4h w 7:00pm Colorado Univ. Business School, Rm 101 303-494-8741 
Feb 12 Boulder, CO 65-BUG 2n4W 7:00pm Colorado Univ. Business School, Rm 101 303-494-8741 
Feb 5 Thornton, CO 85-MIST Ww 7:00pm 12599 North Colorado Blvd 303-451-0456 
Jan 15 Ft. Collins, CO 115-FTCOG 30 W 7:30pm C.$.U.Ind. Sciences Computer Lab, 200 W. Laurel, Rm 200 303-226-4156 
Yan 15 Colorado Springs, CO 133-CSOG eachW 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 
Jan 22 Colorado Springs, CO 133-CS0G each W 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 
Jan 29 Colorado Springs, CO 133-CS0G eachW 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 
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Date City A.M.0. Day Time Meeting Address Contact No. 
Feb 5 Colorado Springs,CO  133-CSOG eachW 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 
Feb 12 Colorado Springs,CO 133-CSOG eachW 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 a 
Jan 29 Danbury, CT 40-D0G 40 w 7:00pm Danbury Hospital Library,2nd Floor, 26 Hospital Avenue 203-775-1102 Y 
Feb 12 Danbury, CT 40-D0G 2-4W = 7:00pm Danbury Hospital Library, 2nd Floor, 26 Hospital Avenue 203-775-1102 
Jan 16 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Road 305-847-7031 
Jan 23 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Road 305-847-7031 
Jan 30 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Road 305-847-7031 

Feb 6 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Drive 305-847-7031 

Feb 13 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Road 305-847-7031 

Jan 16 Maitland, FL 20-CFLOG 3Th 7:30pm __Lake Faith Villas Club Room, Maitland Blvd 305-298-8576 

Feb 6 Maitland, FL 20-CFLOG 1*Th = 7:30pm __Lake Faith Villas Club Room, Maitland Blvd 305-298-8576 

Feb 9 Miami, FL 26-GCOUG 2->4Su = 1:30pm_— FI.U Tamiami Campus, Building DM, Room 100 305-233-1779 

Feb 13 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 91-FLOG 2%Th 7:00pm Harris Computer Sys, 2101 W. Cypress Creek 305-748-7237 

Feb 11 Tallahassee, FL 77-TCPMUG 24 Tu 7:30pm Episcopal Church of the Advent, 815 Piedmont Drive 904-878-4592 

Feb 12 Jacksonville, FL 98-JOUG 2W 7:00pm JEA Bldg, 233 W. Duval Street 904-633-4920 

Feb 3 Athens, GA 81-CP/MAthens 1M 7:00pm Athens Microcomputer Center, W. Broad Street 404-353-2127 

Feb 10 Atlanta, GA 93-TOGA and M 7:00pm Emory University, Chemistry Bldg. Ampitheater, Decatur Road © 404-636-1480 

Call Hilo, HI 124-HIFOG 2222 Shayne Enterprises, 180 Kinoole Street 808-935-8678 

Jan 27 Davenport, |A 102-QC0G 40M 7:00pm CONFIRM 319-386-3484 

Feb 12 Davenport, IA 102-QC0G 2W = =7:00pm CONFIRM 319-386-3484 

Feb 11 Ames, IA 12-MidwestFOG 2™Tu 7:00pm (even months) IA State Univ. 200 Engineering Annex 515-270-3573 

Mar 11 Des Moines, IA 12-Midwest FOG 2™%Tu 7:00pm (odd months) Yonker’s Computer Depot, 100 Merle Hay Plaza 515-270-3573 

Feb 13 Sioux City, IA 38-S0G 2-¢Th 7:30pm Western lowa Tech., Room 508 712-252-2182 

Jan 26 River Grove, IL 80-CFOG lastSu 1:00pm College Center Bldg, Triton College, 2000 Fifth Ave 312-654-0986 

Feb 11 River Grove, IL 80-CFOG 2% Sa: 1:00pm _ College Center Bldg, Triton College, 2000 Fifth Ave 312-654-0986 

Call Rockford, IL 84-GROG 2222 CONFIRM 815-874-7146 C 

Feb 6 W. Lafayette, IN 34-HOG 1*Th 7:00pm CONFIRM 317-474-0253 : 

Feb 10 Evansville, IN 46-E-OSBUG 2nd M 6:30pm Oaklyn Branch Evansville Library, Oakhills & Lynch 812-479-5108 

Feb 3 Bloomington, IN 87-I0U 1stM 7:30pm _—_ Indiana Univ, Cyclotron Facility, 2401 M. B. Sampson Lane 812-334-3234 

Jan 28 Wichita, KS 21-OPEK 4 Tu 7:30pm __ St. Paul’s Methodist Church, 1356 Broadway 316-832-0447 

Feb 4 Hutchinson, KS 137-HUTCH 4" Tu 7:30 Hutchinson Public Library 316-663-7678 

Feb 8 Louisville, KY 64-PCCL 2°4Sa = 1:00pm _—_ Univ. of Louisvile, Burhans Hall Rm 202, Shelbyville Road 502-451-0508 

Jan 18 Lexington, KY 32-KOG 3Sa_ 12:00n + 213 Funkhouser Building, University of Kentucky 606-269-1684 

Feb 10 Baton Rouge, LA 103-FLOG and M 7:00pm Johnson Equipment Co., 4264 Perkins Road Co. 504-923-0888 

Jan 28 Bedford, MA 122-B0G last Tu 7:30pm Mitre Corp., Route 62 617-484-1863 

Feb 14 Lexington, MA 122-BOG 2nd F 7:30pm Honeywell Electro Optical Div, Route 2A 617-484-1863 

Call Silver Spring, MD 96-ERC-OUG 2222 CONFIRM 301-622-4400x5331 

Jan 20 Portland, ME 136-SMOG 3M 7:00pm Portland Jetport Conference Room 207-772-1616 

Jan 20 Dearborn, MI 14-DeFOG 30M 7:30pm Ford Tech Center Cafeteria, 1700 Rotunda Dr 313-626-6641 

Jan 16 Ann Arbor, MI 37-TOGA? 3Th 7:00pm Neuro Science Bldg. Univ. of MI, 1103 East Huron St 313-665-5753 

Feb 11 Duluth, MN 118-DSO 2 Tu 7:00pm 1440 90th Avenue West 218-626-3344 

Feb 13 St. Paul, MN 111-TCOG 29Th 7:00pm Univ. of MN,St. Paul Campus Rm B-45 Classrm Off Bldg 612-698-0225 

Jan 28 St. Louis, MO 55-SLOG 4%Tu 7:00pm Thornhill Library, 12863 Willowyck 314-991-4399 

Jan 28 Kansas City, MO 97-MIZOG Last Tu 7:00pm TWA Bldg, 13" & Baltimore 913-686-2853 

Feb 4 Jackson, MS 58-MCPM 1*Tu 7:00pm _Entre Computer Center, Capitol Street 601-981-2811 

Feb 10 Charlotte, NC 71-LOGIC 26M 7:30pm Home Federal Savings and Loan, Carmel Road 704-377-1154 

Feb 13 High Point, NC 107-TROGIC 2% Th 7:30pm (Even Months) High Point College, Science Building, Basement 919-766-5530 
Mar 10 High Point, NC 107-TROGIC 2nd M 7:30pm (Odd Months) High Point College, Science Building, Basement 919-766-5530 
Jan 20 Raleigh, NC 8-ROCC 30M 7:30pm CONFIRM — Dreyfus Aud., Research Triangle Inst. 919-782-9576 
Jan 16 Fargo, ND 117-0/KUG 36 Th 7:00pm NDSU, Civil Engineering, Room 216 701-280-1700 Cc 
Feb 11 Lincoln, NE 39-LinconLOG 2%Tu 7:30pm 55300 Street 402-761-3393 
Jan 15 Woodbridge, NJ 138-JOG ow 7:30pm St. James School, Main Street 201-272-2073 

Continued next page 
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Date = City AM.O. Day Time Meeting Address Contact No. 
Jan 30 Albuquerque, NM 127-A0G last Th 7:00pm CONFIRM 505-268-3606 
Feb 11 Albuquerque, NM 427-A0G 29 Tu 7:00pm CONFIRM 505-268-3606 
Jan 15 Las Vegas, NV 25-V0G od Ww 7:00pm CONFIRM 702-452-2544 
Feb 11 New York, NY 135-NYOUG 2¢Tu 7:00pm 73 Franklin Street 212-594-5976 
Feb 2 Syracuse, NY 82-SOUP 1s' Su 1:00pm Location Varies — Confirm 315-471-1405 ~~ 
Feb 12 W. Hempstead, NY 88-LION 2.¢W = 7:30pm Adelphi Univ Cont Ed Ctr, Room 110, Eagle Ave 516-481-0129 
Feb 12 Ithaca, NY 101-FLOG and We 7:30pm Cornell Univ, G-94 Uris Hall 607-257-2030 
Feb 11 Rochester, NY 132-FROG 2nd Tu 7:30pm =~ Monroe County Cooperative Ext. Center, 249 Highland Avenue 716-385-3456 
Jan 15 Rye, NY 104-W0G 30 W 7:15pm Westchester Federal Savings Bank, 67 Purchase Street 914-725-1098 
Feb 3 Oberlin, OH 9-“Ob" Os 1s¢M 7:30pm Oberlin College, Rice Faculty Lounge, W. College Street 216-775-8706 
Feb 10 Uniontown, OH 44-AKCAN and M 6:30pm 13100 Cleveland Avenue NW 216-837-8926 
Feb 12 Cleveland, OH 75-COG and W 7:00pm United Way, 3100 Euclid Avenue 216-888-2078 
Jan 21 Cincinnati, OH 27-C0G 3°9 Tu 7:00pm _ Central Trust Center 6th floor, 5th & Main Streets 513-232-4076 
Feb 4 Dayton, OH 79-DOUG 1st Tu 7:30pm St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 33 Dixon Drive 513-837-5651 
Feb 12 Oklahoma City, OK 67-OKLOG and W 7:30pm Southwestern Bell, 111 Dean A McGee, Blue & Gold Rm 405-360-2141 
Jan 23 Tulsa, OK 51-OUT 4°Th 8:00pm Sheridan Library, 62 North Sheridan Road 918-587-3918 
Call Medford, OR 54-RVOG 2222 CONFIRM 503-773-1222 
Jan 22 Portland, OR 57-PMS 4nw 7:30pm Bonneville Power Admin. Aud., 1002 NE Holladay St. 503-636-3802 
Feb 2 Eugene, OR 128-LOCUG 1 Su 7:00pm _Farwest Federal Bldg., 96 E. Broadway 503-747-8242 
Feb 8 Philadelphia, PA 121-PhROG 2ndSa 9:30am = Merck, Sharp & Dome, Sumneytown Pike 215-648-5862 
Jan 26 Pittsburgh, PA 50-TROG 4" Su 2:30pm Mellon Science Building, Duquesne Univ. 412-456-3946 
Jan 30 Lancaster, PA 74-LOG lastTh 7:30pm 3426 Horizon Drive, 717-285-4940 
Jan 16 Lemoyne, PA 92-MIDPOG 3¢Th 7:30pm One Stop Computer, 65 N. 5" St 717-243-7858 
Jan 28 Greenville, SC 41-POGO 4h Tu 6:30pm __C. Douglas Wilson, 201 E. North Street 803-233-3434 
Jan 15 Oak Ridge, TN 13-SMOG 3d W 7:30pm (odd months) ECS 136 Fairbanks 615-483-6857 
Feb 19 Knoxville, TN 13-SMOG aa W 7:30pm (even months) 11505 Kingston Pike 615-483-6857 
Jan 16 Nashville, TN 119-MidTOG 3° Th 7:00pm Cumberland Museum, 800 ridley blvd. 615-244-5343 
Feb 11. Memphis, TN 15-MOG 2nd Tu 7:15pm Memphis State University, Math Building 901-522-1234 
Jan 16 College Station, TX 43-AGGNOG 3%Th 5:30pm A&A Building, Texas A & M Univ. Room 503 409-845-7770 
Jan 15 Austin, TX 7-AEIOU aow 6:30pm Old Quarry Library off Far West Blvd. 7051 Village Center 512-836-3010 
Jan 17 Houston, TX 76-OUCH ar F 7:30pm Univ. Houston, 101 Farish Hall, KIVA Rm. (Use lot 1341 off Cullen)713-931-1096 
Feb 8 Houston, TX 108-CLOG 2m¢Sa 9:00am __Gilruth Rec. Center, Johnson Space Center 713-554-4304 
Jan 26 Amarillo, TX 28-P0G 4%Su = 2:30pm =~ Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 806-355-7509 
Feb 9 Amarillo, TX 28-P0G 2e¢Su = 2:30pm Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 806-355-7509 
Feb 10 Lubbock, TX 134-LOG 2nd M 7:30pm Texas Tech Univ. Law Bldg., 19th & Hartford Room 202 806-742-3920 
Jan 15 Provo, UT 30-KA0S 3d W 7:00pm Wiltec Research Co. 488 South 500 West 801-225-8293 
Jan 16 Salt Lake City, UT 105-SMOG seth 6:00pm Sofshop, 2166 Highland Drive 801-268-2831 
Jan 16 Richmond, VA 52-CVOG 349Th 7:00pm Red Cross Bldg, 4*" and Main 804-270-4936 
Jan 18 Norfolk, VA 78-TOG 3Sa 9:00am _~— ECPI, 3661 East Virginia Beach Blvd. 804-495-1596 
Jan 16 St. Croix, VI 70-StCOUG 3%Th 6:30pm St. Croix Country Day School Library 809-773-7551 
Feb 3 Tacoma, WA 72-T0G 1s\M 7:00pm Parkland Library (Basement Mtg Rm) 404 Garfield So. 206-752-5582 
Jan 15 Federal Way, WA 99-SKOG 3d W 7:30pm Highline Comm. Coll, Gold Rm — Bldg 4 206-643-3521 
Jan 20 East Wenatchee, WA 10-W0G 34M 7:00pm 211 Ridgemont Drive 509-884-3279 
Feb 13 Richland, WA 19-TROG 2-¢Th 7:00pm = Alchland Public Library, Swift & Northgate 509-967-2430 
Feb 12 Spokane, WA 123-SMUG 2nd W 7:00pm Komputer Korner, N. 2001 Monroe 509-482-7989 
Feb 3 Milwaukee, WI 22-Milw0G 1M 7:00pm Math Bldg. Rm 495, Univ. of W. M. 414-255-0440 
Feb 4 Madison, WI 129-M00 1Tu -7:00pm_~Univof WI., 1210 West Dayton Street, Rm B-214 414-887-2036 
Jan 15 St. Albans, WV 59-Valley FOG - 39W 6:30pm Public Library, 6th Ave. and 4th Street 304-727-8716 
Jan 26 Ashburton, Aust 131-VOUG 4% Su 2:00am (odd months) Ashburton Public Library, 152 High Street 03-459-8934 
Feb 26 Melbourne, Aust 131-VOUG 4th W 6:00pm (even months) RMIT, Swanson St., Floor 9, Bldg. 12,Rm 908 03-459-8934 
Feb 10 Edmonton, Alta 45-K0G 20M 7:30pm Alberta Vocational College, 10215 - 108 Street 403-464-5088 
Feb 10 Calgary, Alta 94-COUG and Mi 7:30pm 616 Macleod Trail S, Seminar room 3, 403-239-5685 
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Date City A.M.0. Day Time Contact No. 


Feb 12 Vancouver, B.C. 17-VPCC 21W = 7:30pm_ Hastings Community Center, 3096 East Hastings 604-298-6990 
Feb 11 Victoria, B.C. 48-VIOG 2% Tu 7:30pm University of Victoria, Clearihue Bldg. 604-383-1512 
Jan 27 Toronto, Ont 120-0UCT lastM 7:00pm Parkdale Public Library, 1303 Queen St. W. 416-533-1531 a 
Feb 11 London, Ont 95-LOG 2. Ty 7:30pm _~—_ Univ. of W. Ont., Elborn College, Room 2130 519-438-7224 x267 
Feb 6 Montreal, P.Q. 78-Microcozm 1% Th 6:30pm Hillside Armoury, 3 Hillside Lane 514-932-4164 
Call Charlottentund, Denmark 126-FORMICRO 2222 5:00pm CONFIRM 45-1-631760 
Feb 10 Paris, France 110-OUF 200 M 6:30pm Centre Andre Malraux, 78 Bd Raspail 1-544-6216 
Call Hong Kong 116-HONG KOG 2222 CONFIRM 852-5-8171714 
Feb 11 Auckland, New Zealand 53-NZ0G 2.Tu 8:00pm Auckland University, Human Sciences Building, Rm 336 275-4310 
Feb 5 Wellington, New Zealand 109-CROG 1s W 7:30pm Cafeteria of Trade Span (N Z), 300 Tranaki St. 0064-4-791-172 
Feb 6 Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 33-DPoG 4*Th 10:00am ARAMCO Mgmt Training Center 874-4798 
Jan 21 Edenvale, So Africa 90-JOG 39 Tu 6:30pm _ Civic Centre 011-51-6304 
Feb 8 Bangkok, Thailand 36-CP/M BUG 2Sa 1:00pm Action Compters 5126 Saladaeng Road, Silom 391-0963 x 86 
Jan 15 Kaiserslautern, W.Ger. 62-FROG 30 W 7:00pm Ramstein Air Base, Ramstein Rec. Center 49-637 1-13117 
Call Schweinfurt, W.Ger.  112-SWOG 2222 CONFIRM 09721-68064 
Feb 3 Wiesbaden, W. Ger. 24-AGOG 1°M 7:00pm Lindsey Air Station, Bld. A-24 Rm. 301 069-69-3218 
a 
System ID Phone number Location Size Baud rate When in operation Notes 
FOG office (415) 755-2000 Daly City, CA voice only 10am - 5:30pm/M-F voice calls only please 
FOG #1 (415) 755-2030 FOG Office 47Mb 3/12/24 24 hrs/seven days 
FOG #2 (604) 941-2972 Vancouver, BC 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 
FOG #3 (415) 992-8542 Daly City, CA 47Mb 3/12/24 24 hrs/seven days 
FOG #4 (415) 591-6259 Belmont, CA 10Mb 3/12/24 24 hrs/seven days technical notes 
FOG #5 (415) 424-1482 Palo Alto, CA 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days Pres. Council 
FOG #6 (Library) (415) 755-8315 FOG Office 47Mb 3/12/24 24 hrs/seven days Uploads/Hackers 
FOG #10 (717) 657-8699 — Harrisburg, PA 20Mb 3/12/24 24 hrs/seven days 
FOG #11 (KAY*FOG) (415) 285-2687 San Francisco, CA 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days message system 
FOG #12 (916) 283-3048 Quincy, CA 40Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days new number 
FOG #13 (Constitutional 
Pathway Thirteen) (405) 848-5317 Oklahoma City, OK 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 
FOG #14 (217) 344-4032 Urbana, IL 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 
FOG #18 (707) 557-4403 —-Valilejo, CA 46mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days Long Range Planning Comm. 
FOG #21 0908-614469 Milton Keynes, England 10Mb 300/multi 24 hrs/seven days 
FOG #22 (817) 662-2487 Waco, TX 10Mb 300 6pm - 6am/M-F; 24hrs/S-S 
FOG #23 (615) 292-0710 Nashville, TN 11Mb 300/1200  24hrs/seven days Epson PX-8 SIG 
FOG #24 (SoftStone) (502) 241-4109 —_ Louisville, KY 760K 300/1200  § 24hrs/seven days 
FOG #25 (319) 326-3904 Davenport, IA 360K 300/ 1200 24hrs/seven days 
FOG #26 (313) 792-7169 Mt. Clemens, MI 360K 300/1200  § 24hrs/seven days 
FOG #27 (404) 354-0662 Athens, GA 10Mb 300/ 1200 24hrs/seven days 
FOG #29 (617) 288-4667 Boston, MA 11Mb 300 5pm - 9am/M-F; 24hrs/S-S 
FOG #30 (714) 962-9999 Huntington Beach, CA 44Mb 300/ 1200 24hrs/seven days 
FOG #31 (415) 692-1406 Burlingame, CA 780K 300/1200 _24hrs/seven days — 
FOG #32 (FOG*Light) (408) 287-7108 San Jose, CA 22Mb 300/1200 — 24hrs/seven days 2400 baud coming 
FOG #33 (415) 655-1206 Oakland, CA 10Mb 300/1200  24hrs/seven days 
FOG #38 (415) 792-3481 Newark, CA 45Mb 3/12/24 24hrs/seven days 
FOG #40 (415) 323-4579 = Menlo Park, CA 22Mb 300/1200 — 24hrs/seven days 2400 baud coming | 
FOG #48 (415) 365-2650 Redwood City, CA 23Mb 3/12/24 24hrs/seven days 
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and sentences, and moving blocks of text, play havoc on the 
screen. 

The ~B command is used to straighten things up. The ~B 
takes the cursor to the end of the paragraph — and para- 
graphs can be quite long. To return manually to where you 
were before you issued the ~B involves a time-losing, frustrat- 
ing search which interrupts thinking and eventually nega- 
tively affects the quality of one’s writing. 

Only the introduction of automatic reforming, a feature NW 
does not have, or a command combining the “reform” with the 
“cursor-to-previous-position” functions could justify the 
elimination of the cursor-to-previous-position command. The 
automatic scrolling functions mentioned above have similar 
(although not as critical) significance. They facilitate scan- 
ning the text up and down for introducing improvements. 

Suppose a great deal of word processing does take place 
somewhere in the middle of an already existing file. To protect 
their modifications, users would issue ~KS commands under 
MOF conditions. Thus to use NW means to spend a great deal 
of your creative word processing time in a frustrating search 
for previous cursor positions, manual scrolling, and long 
waits during “KS executions (see rows 7, 12, and 17 in Table 
one). 

Will the [[“KD d(*R)<ESC=> “QF[[<ESC> alternative 
shorten the time spent on protection? 

Not always. 

At least not as much as expected from the scores shown in 
the table. On some occasions, users may work on files requir- 
ing setups that are different from the NW defaults (including 
defaults the users themselves may have set earlier using the 
NW installation program). 

Instead of reinstalling their NW, they are likely to set the 
new setups manually using the available commands from 
within the file. These setups can involve more than just mar- 
gins; namely, line-spacing, justification, insert, wordwrap. 

Unlike WS, NW does not retain previous setups (other than 
margins). As you exit the file your setups are lost. As you ei- 
ther return to the file you exited, enter another file, or enter a 
new file, the defaults are back. You must again go through the 
trouble of resetting your setups. 

This is a disadvantage in its own right. Otherwise it prac- 
tically nullifies the gains that can be incurred by using the 
command sequences mentioned above as alternatives to “KS. 
The latter involved setup exits from the file. As you will return 
you will find your setups are gone. The extra time it will take 
you to reset them might be longer than the time saved by 
using the alternative command sequence. 

As David Gerrold’s review indicates, ‘“‘NewWord does not 
allow spooling: WordStar will let you edit while you are print- 
ing something else... NewWord doesn't.” Actually what NW 
al allow is printing without having to exit the file you are 


The “KP command of WS combines two functions (or 
advantages), 


ay it allows you to print files while you are inside a file, 


* Second, it allows you (presumably) to edit the file you are 
in, during this printing. 


Many users may never take the second advantage. But they 
often may take the first. 

For example, suppose you write a paragraph for experi- 
menting with different combinations of printer commands. 
You type in the sequence of printing commands, (e.g., draft + 
condensed, alternate + condensed + proportional) print the 
paragraph, examine the output, type a new combination, print, 
examine, etc. 

In this situation (and others) you would prefer to stay inside 
the file while the paragraph is being printed. The need to exit 
in such a case becomes an annoyance. 

Mr. Gerrold’s words leave room for believing that while NW 
does not allow you to edit and print at the same time, it still 
might allow you to print from within a file. 

So be aware; NW requires you to exit before printing. Sup- 
pose the file you are forced to exit, happened to be one in 
which setups other than the defaults are used. Now you are 
annoyed twice; once because you had to exit and reenter, and 
second because you have to reset the setups. 

(And don’t forget row 14 in Table 1 above. With NW it takes 
almost three times as long to reenter a file as it takes with WS.) 

Finally, NW lacks the following in-file abilities. It is incapa- 
ble of showing directories (“KF), renaming files (“KE), and 
making the status line show the total numbers of characters 
and lines the file has, down to the cursor position (~ OP). 

Conclusions? 

The reader may reach conclusions depending on his or her 
word processing requirements and habits. In my view, users 
would benefit only infrequently from the advantages asso- 
ciated with NW’s editing-related advanced features (covered 
adequately in the various reviews), such as the unerase and 
the on-screen underlining. 

How often does a user mistakenly hit “Y instead of “T? How 
often does a user forget to insert the second “PS?. 

The advantages afforded by the frustration-saving features 
NW lacks are of the most frequently-needed type. 

Consequently NW is an inadequate program for creative 
writing. It is less inadequate for secretarial work involving 
transcribing already-transcribed material such as letters, 
memos, and so on, where cumulative improvement is minimal. 


Creative writers would be better served by WS. 
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Want Back Issues? 


Please refer to FOG MEMBER MERCHANDISE in this issue for 
information on obtaining back issue copies of the FOGHORN. 
We maintain an inventory of back issues because the informa- 


tion contained in them can save you hours of aggravation! 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


PRESTO! 


Add the power and convenience of 
four useful desktop functions to just 
about any software you use. How? 
Let's say you're using your word 
processor and need to do a few quick 
calculations. You don't have to exit 
the program or reach for your pocket 
calculator — just press a key and 
without leaving your word 
processor... PRESTO! ...a window 
opens on-screen and a calculator 
appears! When you're finished 
crunching numbers, just hit a key and 
you're back to your word processor. 
PRESTO! will bring added power and 
productivity to virtually any software. 
Order PRESTO! now and add 
the features you want to the 
software you use! 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Adds new 
features to 


Multi-Function 


Software any software 
Supercharger package!! 


*Notepad: A screen-oriented text editor that uses Wordstar commands and 
can be used within most existing CP/M software. The notepad can read and 
search disk files and save data to disk. Sample applications provide index card 
(Rolodex™-type) functions, an ASCII chart and an appointment book. 


*Timepad: On clock-equipped machines, displays current time and date, and a 
calendar for any month and year. The stop watch function allows event timing, 
and an alarm clock is available to ring the bell at a preassigned time no matter 
what other computing you're doing. PRESTO! supports many third-party clock 
boards as well as Kaypro and Osborne Exec factory built-in clocks. 


Calculator: Two major sets of functions are provided by PRESTO's 
calculator. It operates as a standard four function, three memory floating point 
calculator with a seven digit display and it's a programmers calculator featuring a 
number of special functions like negate, compliment, and logical operations as 
well as binary, decimal, octal, hexidecimal and character modes. 


Screen Dump: Send anything you see on the screen to your printer or to a 
disk file. Print screen images of your favorite software packages for later 
reference or patch software screens directly into Wordstar™ files. 


PRESTO! is just $39.95 and is available for all Kaypro and Osborne CP/M computers 


—T 
NEW VERSIONS! 


With MEDIA MASTER your computer can exchange programs (CP/M-to-CP/M) or data files with most popular computers 
including the IBM-PC. New versions support hard disks, RAM disks, user areas and more. Now available for Kaypro Il, 


™ Disk Format Conversion Utility 


Now your computer can read, write and format 
disks from other computers for less than $40 


MORE FORMATS! MORE FEATURES! 


2, 2X, IV, 4 & 10, Osborne 1 and Executive, Zenith Z100, and IBM-PC and IBM compatibles (like the 
Kaypro 16). Coming soon for Sanyo 555. Single-sided versions support 40 disk formats and double-sided versions 
support more than 70 formats. All versions of MEDIA MASTER are $39.95. Call or write for full compatibility information. 


Rembrand 


Complete Business Graphics Toolkit” 


integration, box, 


modes and much more! Still just $79.95 


REMBRANDT gives you three powerful and easy-to-use tools which unleash the graphics power built into your computer. 
BOARD is a full-screen graphics editor which lets you create free hand drawings on-screen. GRAPH builds bar charts, 


pie charts and xy plots from hand-entered data or directly from data files generated by MBASIC, dBase II, spreadsheets 


and most other programs. BRIEF creates slide shows on-screen using "cinematic" special effects with absolutely no 
programming required. REMBRANDT is complete with printer routines that allow graphics to be printed out on virtually any 


dot-matrix or daisy wheel printer. The REMBRANDT Business Graphics Toolkit is available for all Osborne CP/M 
computers and for Kaypro CP/M computers with factory graphics (i.e. Kaypro 2-84, 2X, 4-84, 4E, 10, 12X, and Robie). 


ORDERING INFORMATION: Include $3 per order for postage/handling. Overseas amail add $10. US funds only. 
California residents add 6% tax (LA County, add 6.5%). 


For further information, technical questions or 


pan CO 


to place COD or credit card orders. call 818-716-1655 
FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS: 800-824-7888 (Ask for Operator 407) 


Alaska, Hawall: 800-824-7919 (Ask for Operator 407) 


For more Information, a free brochure [including sample printouts, and REMBRANDT reviews by Peter McWilliams and others), or to order, contact: 


Sr ee 
ee ee 
rr ee ee ee 


a ey ee et ee 
T€ CN OF :O GES, TONG 


Page 42 


22458 Ventura Bivd., Suite E 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 


Dealer inquines invited. 
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New version 3.00 adds word processor 
line and circle drawing 
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Avoiding BDOS Errors 
by Dick Ryno 


BDOS errors appear with regularity in the Index volumes of 
FOGHORN and my tip is to try to help someone avoid the 
frustration of dealing with them. 

FOG/UTL.038 has a program OSPD.COM that gives you 
your disk drive speed. It is kind of a fun thing to see the big 
flashing numbers and even gives you some degree of assur- 
ance when your drive speed is within the indicated range of 
305 to 295. 

What do you do if your drive speed is outside this range? 

One of my philosophies is that if it is not broken, don’t fix it. 

| wish now that | had responded sooner to the slow speed 
that | had on drive A. As long as the machine kept working, | 
didn’t worry until | could not get anything to work. 

Jim McLaughlin describes how to adjust the drive speed in 
the December 1983 FOGHOAN and Claude Ostyn recommends 
a drive speed range of 298.5 to 301.5 rpm in the May, 1985 
FOGHORN. My drive speed on drive A was down to 278 and | 
couldn’t transfer data from one disk to another. The total pro- 
cess of adjustment is fairly straight forward and | worried a lot 
about ail the bad things that could go wrong, but | got the 
Speed to 300 and felt very smug. 

Unfortunately the bad news emerged and my drives at the 
proper speed would not read information at the slower speed 
on my old disks. The only solution that | could think of was to 
go back and recopy everything at increasing increments of 
drive speed until everything was where it was supposed to be. 

| wound up having to copy everything that | had ever stored 
on drive A to an intermediate speed or speeds until | finally 
squared away. 

Considering all the time | had to spend recopying my in- 
formation, next time my drive speed gets off alittle, lam going 


to adjust the speed and try to avoid future headaches. 
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Want Library Copies? 


Please refer to the FOG MEMBER MERCHANDISE in this issue 
Or to the FOG Membership Information brochure sent to all 
members for information on obtaining copies of the disk li- 
brary if you are unable to attend meetings of a local group. If 
PONER oa tile in a hurry and have a modem, check the FOG 
Syeter this issue for the number of the FOG RBBS-RCP/M 
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MicroSoft BASCOM Patches 


These patches will run MicroSoft BASCOM (ver. 5.3) pack- 
ages on computers with 80-column screens. If you upgraded 
your 52-column computer to 80-column and want to run 
MicroSoft BASCOM programs, the following commands will 
modify M80 and BASCOM so that they will operate properly. 
Either SID or DDT may be used to do this patching. 


BASCOM.COM 
A) DDT BASCOM.COM 2 
- $4436 O 
C3 
§72 
44 
vo) 
-7C 
A) SAVE 127 BASCOM.COM 
Ms80.COM 
A) DDT M80.COM 
- F473B,475B,00 2 
-“C 
A) SAVE 79 M80.COM 


Underlining Whole 


Phrases with WordStar 
by Paul “Unknown” 


Here is a little trick | worked out with WordStar which 
makes it possible to underline whole phrases, instead of only 
single words. 

It has always annoyed me that the “S (control S) underline 
command only underlines characters and not the spaces in 
between, resulting in a fragmented appearance. The sug- 
gested solution, which is to insert an underline between the 
words, is unacceptable because this underline is printed on 
the next pass of the printer and never lines up satisfactorily. 

A ~P°F will create a phantom space which the printer will 
underline, thus giving a smooth underlining to a series of 
words or an entire sentence. The only problem here is that 
WordStar thinks that any string of words joined with “P*F’s is 
a single word, so it won’t wrap it around the margins. There- 
fore, it is necessary to watch the column number and insert a 
return at the appropriate place, so as to accomplish your own 
word wrap. 

Finally, since inserting ~P“F between each word is a pains- 
taking process, there is a short-cut. Simply insert some sel- 
dom-used character, such as * between the words and do a 
find-and-replace with ~Q°A to accomplish the result. 

This information will be of use only to somebody like me 
who gets hung up on something like whether the underlining 
in a file is continuous, and this kind of person usually is not 
bright enough to figure out things like this. It took me count- 


less hours of blundering, so | thought I'd pass it on. 
@sesee#e#2s8e 


Page 43 


Page 44 


Speeding Up WordStar 


and Suppressing Hyphenation 
by Joel McClure 


Speeding Up WordStar 

When WordStar is invoked, it clears the screen by sending 
a number of line feeds equal to the screen height (usually 24). 
WordStar 3.30 calls this routine twice. 

You can speed up this operation by replacing the code in 
WS.COM which sends the line feeds by code which sends the 
“clear screen, home cursor” cursor command. The code in 
WS.COM which sends the line feeds can be replaced by code 
which sends the “clear screen” command. 

The code segment in question differs with the version of 
WordStar. The code for three releases of WordStar is given in 
the following table (all codes in hexadecimal): 


WS 2.26 & 3.00 WS 3.30 
30D0 LHLD 0248 3DES LHLD 0232 
3DD3 CALL ‘1EBF 3DE8 CALL 1ED9 
3DD6 OCR L 3DEB DCR L 
3DD7 JNZ 3DD3 3DEC JNZ 3DE8 
3DDA RET 3DEF RET 


Change the segments to read as below, which is correct for 
all Osborne computers. 


WS 2.26 & 3.00 WS 3.30 
3DD0 MVI A,‘1A 3DES MVI A,1A 
30D2 CALL 106 3DE7 CALL 106 
3005 RET 3DEA RET 


Suppressing Hyphenation 

The authors of WordStar are doubtlessly proud of the hy- 
phenation features. However, to many of us, the symbol is a 
minus sign and it is annoying to have WordStar break an 
expression like ‘‘a-b=c” at the minus sign! We have now 
learned how to make WordStar treat a “hard hyphen” as a 
regular letter, while treating the ‘soft hyphens” as before. 

A simple one-line patch in the file WSOVLY 1.0VR does the 
trick. The line should be changed from RZ to NOP. The ad- 
dresses (in hexadecimal) are: 


for WS 2.26, 5902; 
for WS 3.00, 63E7, and 
for WS 3.30, 656c. 


Patching 

Here is how to make the simple patches described above. 
Starting with CP/M 2.x (Osborne 1 and Vixen), put a disk 
containing DDT.COM in Drive A and a disk containing the file 
to be patched in Drive B. Log onto Drive B. Type: 


A:DDT filename > 


where filename stands for the full name of the file to be modi- 
fied (WS.COM or WSOVLY 1.0VR in the present examples) and 
© stands for carriage return. When DDT comes up, note the 
number under “NEXT PC”. Call it “PPDD”’, as it will be needed 
below when giving the SAVE command. 
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Starting with CP/M 3.0 (Osborne Executive), put a disk 
containing SID.COM and SAVE.COM in Drive A and a disk 
containing the file to be patched in Drive B. Log onto Drive B. 
Type: 

A:SAVE 2 
then: 
A:SID filename © 


where filename stands for the full name of the file to be modi- 
fied (WS.COM or WSOVLY 1.0VR in the present examples) and 
© stands for carriage return. When SID comes up, note the 
number under “NEXT PC”, as it will be needed below when 
saving the file. 


Patching With Both CP/M's. 
Begin by typing: 
Abhhh O 


where “hhhh” is the beginning hex address (3DD0 or 3D5E in 
the WS example). Be sure to type “zero” when needed and not 
“OH”. The debugger will then show you the address and be 
ready to accept the first line of code. Type in the line given in 
the example, ending with carriage return. The debugger then 
shows the address of the next line and is ready to accept it. 
After the last line has been accepted, type (.) (a period), fol- 
lowed by carriage return. It is now wise to list the new code to 
check it. Type: 


Lhhhh © 


and the debugger will show you the code. If you need to make 
corrections you can type: 
Aiiii 2 
where “‘iiii” is the address of the first correction. When you 
are sure that the code is correct type: 
G0 
where that is “zero”, not “OH”. 
Saving with CP/M 2.x 

When the monitor prompt returns, type: 
SAVE nn filename © 
where filename is as before, and ‘‘nn” is a decimal number 
computed from the “PPDD” noted above. If “DD” is zero, re- 
duce the hex number “PP” by 1. Then convert “PP” (or the 
reduced PP) to a decimal number to obtain ‘NN’. The follow- 


ing table contains all the numbers that should be found with 
normal WordStar versions. 


ppdd: 3880 3900 3F00 4600 6C00 8400 
nn: 56 56 62 69 107 131 


Saving with CP/M 3.0 
After the “GO” command, you will be asked the name of the 
file to be saved, enter: 


filename 2 
You will then be asked if the old file is to be deleted, enter: 
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Yo 


Next you will be asked for the starting address, enter: 
1005 


Finally you will be asked for the final address. Enter the ad- 


dress noted on entry, followed by a carriage return. 
ee @e8e# 2 @ 


Zero K Files for CP/M+ 
by J. Michael Thomas, Jr. 


In view of the fact that CP/M 3.0 has no SAVE 0 command, 
here is a fast and simple way to create zero length files for use 
as disk names with the catalog programs: 


1. Insert disk containing Osborne-supplied PUT.COM (CP/M 
disk 3) in Drive A. 

2. Insert the disk to be named in Drive B. 

3. Type the following command at the A>: 


PUT CONSOLE OUTPUT TO FILE B:-DISK.NAM 


where -DISK.NAM is your selected name for the disk as 
specified in the documentation for catalog. 
4. Computer responds with: 


PUTTING CONSOLE OUTPUT TO FILE B:-DISK.NAM 
A) 


5. Follow immediately with: 
PUT CONSOLE 
6. Computer responds with: 


PUT COMPLETED FOR FILE: B:-DISK.NAM 
PUTTING CONSOLE OUTPUT TO CONSOLE 
AD 


You now have a zero length file with the name -DISK.NAM. 
ee ee6¢6¢ 8 


Automatically Configuring 
the Arrow Keys on Entering 


and Leaving WordStar 
by Keith Conover 


It is possible to put a simple patch into WordStar so that the 
Osborne arrow keys are set to the WordStar defaults on double 
density machines or a disk drive upgrade. For those of you 
who have tried to use SuperCalc (or just about any program) 
with the arrow keys set for WordStar, the patch’s utility should 
be clear. 

The patch probably is not needed for a single density 
Osborne as the the arrow keys are reconfigured each time a 
new diskette is booted. (The arrow key configuration may be 
modified on each bootable diskette’s CP/M system with the 
moe SETUP program.) You can also find small routines 

at are run at the a> prompt which will reconfigure the arrow 


keys, though the major purpose of these programs is to 
reconfigure the special function keys. 

However, | find it much more convenient to have WordStar 
do the work for me. With this patch, you may go back and 
forth between WordStar and other programs without rebooting 
or running any additional programs, and still have the arrow 
keys work properly. 

The simplest way to patch WordStar to configure the arrow 
keys is to use ‘‘The Enhancer”, a WordStar installation pro- 
gram from Sudden! Products. You also can use public domain 
program WSPTCHDD on FOG/APP.029. This program also 
provides a patch for a blinking cursor. Previous versions ap- 
pear in the March, 1984 FOGHORN Vol. Ili No. 6, p. 33, and Vol. 
IV No. 1, October, 1984, p. 63-64. 

| wanted to patch my WordStar for automatic arrow config- 
uration, but wasn’t interested in the blinking cursor patch be- 
cause my Osmosis 80-column board provides a blinking 
cursor. | also have the Osmos 3.5 800K Drive B upgrade with a 
unique (and non-documented) Osmosis-patched BIOS, so | 
KNEW that none of the standard patches would work with my 
BIOS. (After all, nothing else works properly: not TURBO Pas- 
cal, not SuperCalc2 . . . etc.) 

| studied the code for WS33BLSD, trying to figure out how 
to adapt it to my own BIOS. A previous version of the patch 
program in the October, 1984 FOGHORN Vol. IV No. 1, p. 63-64 
was useful and helped me to use my rusty 8080 Assembler 
background to work out what to do. 

Since | thought the procedure might be of use to others, | 
am providing the following description. | assume that you 
have WordStar 3.3, its installation program WINSTALL, the 
program DDT, and that you understand hexadecimal notation. 
Nothing else is required except some patience. 

| think that it will work with any Osborne, but | guarantee 
nothing. 

WordStar contains short routines that are run on loading 
the program (INISUB:) and on exiting to CP/M (UNISUB:). In 
WS 3.3, they are found at 0287 and at 028A, respectively. 
Each area is initially filled with two NOP’s (no operation) fol- 
lowed by a © (carriage return). 

Thus, when WordStar branches to INISUB: or UNISUB:, it 
does nothing (NOP), then continues to load WS (INISUB:) or 
exit from it (UNISUB:). 

We may use these areas to change the arrow key definitions 
on entering (INISUB:) and leaving (UNISUB) WordStar. 

Each area is only three bytes long, so we must use each to 
jump to a place in the program where there is room for a longer 
patch. In WordStar 3.3, the 20 or 30 bytes after 02CB are free 
for this use. It is called MORPAT: and has 128 bytes available. 

The initialization and exit routines are entered here. INISUB: 
becomes a jump instruction to 02CB where your initialization 
routine will be, and UNISUB: becomes a jump to the address 
just past the end of your initialization routine where you will 
put your exit routine. 

Each of these routines is terminated with a 2 so that con- 
trol is passed back to the main WordStar program, to continue 
loading or exiting WordStar, respectively. 
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Your CP/M BIOS keeps the arrow-key definitions in four 
particular bytes of the system. All you have to do is figure out 
where these four bytes are kept — the initialization and exit 
routines simply change these four bytes. 

Here are the step-by-step procedures, first to find out where 
the arrow-key definitions are kept in your particular BIOS, and 
how to insert the patch in WordStar. 


1. Find Your BIOS 

Run DDT. 

At the prompt (-), type LO. This will display the first few 
memory addresses starting at 0000 and their assembler 
equivalents. (There will be a lot more information after the first 
three bytes, but you can ignore the rest.) 

The first three bytes of every CP/M system contain a jump 
to a place in the BIOS ‘jump table” at the beginning of the 
BIOS in particular, to a another jump instruction that contin- 
ues the warm-boot procedure. 

This warm-boot instruction is the second jump instruction 
in the BIOS. Since each jump instruction takes up three bytes, 
this warm boot instruction starts at the fourth byte of the 
BIOS. For my BIOS, which starts at DDOO, the jump instruction 
at 0000 says “UMP DDO3.” 

Starting at 0000, look at the listing of assembler equiv- 
alents that DDT shows you for your first three bytes and find 
the warm-boot address for your BIOS. Now, count back four 
bytes to see where your BIOS starts (generally two hex num- 
bers followed by two 0’s, such as DDOO, CEO0, etc.). 

When | type DO, | see c3 03 op. C3 is the hex equivalent for 
JMP, and the address is stored with the LEAST significant 
byte first. 

So that C3 03 DD means “jump to DD03”. As it turns out, 
the address of the arrow keys is stored in the two bytes start- 
ing 7F hex beyond the beginning of the BIOS. Thus, for my 
BIOS, as shown in Figure 1, the two bytes at DD7F show that 
the arrow keys are in the four bytes starting at DDED. 

[Just to confuse you, 8080 machine language stores the 
LEAST significant byte first. Thus, “UMP 1234” would be 

assembled as C3 34 12.] 

Add 7F hex to the beginning of your BIOS. Use DDT to find 
out the address stored there by typing, at DDT’s prompt, 
Dxxyy where xxyy is your BIOS base address + 7F hex. 

Now, remembering to reverse the bytes, use DDT’s D com- 
mand to display these four bytes in hex, typing in Dzzzz, where 
zzzz is the address of the arrow keys. 

For my BIOS, | would type DDDED. 

You should see the first four bytes showing as 05 04 18 13 
(representing “E, ~D, ~X, and “S) if your arrow keys are set up 
for WordStar, or 08 OC 0A 08 (representing ~K, ~L, “J, and “H) if 
your arrow keys are set up for CP/M. 

If so, you may proceed with confidence. 


2. Find Your Arrow Keys 

Now, using the BIOS base address you just found, find the 
beginning of your BIOS. As we said before, the first portion of 
the BIOS is known as a jump table because it contains a set of 
jumps to various parts of the BIOS. For instance, the first three 
bytes give a jump which is used for cold boots, i.e., when a 
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disk is booted from the INSERT DISK IN DRIVE A AND PRESS 
RETURN TO START, and the next three bytes contain a jump 
used for warm boots, i.e., when you hit *C. 

Awarm boot loads into RAM anew the BDOS (Basic Disk Op- 
erating System) and CCP (Console Command Processor) from 
the CP/M tracks of your A diskette, but does not reload the 
BIOS. A cold boot loads the BIOS as well. 

See Figure 1. 


Address Hex 8080 Mnemonics Comments 


-(«¢ 0000 C3 03 DD JMP DDO3 ;warm boot. 

1 

H set 

H DD00 C3 40 E4 JMP E440 ;cold boot. 

-))) DD03 C3 43 E4 JMP £443 ;warm boot again. 
0D06 C3 0B E1 JMP.. . etc. 
OD7F ED DD ;points to arrow-keys 
SSS ; at DDED. 
DDED 05 04 18 13 ;7E, “D, “X, 7S: arrow- 


; keys set for WordStar 


Thus my BIOS, with a warm-boot address of DDO3, starts 
three bytes earlier at DDO0. The arrow key definitions are 
stored in four bytes nearby, however the exact location varies, 
depending on things such as how your special function keys 
are set up. So how do you (and your WordStar program) find 
out where they are? 


3. Patch WordStar 

Now that you know where your BIOS keeps the pointer to 
the arrow key definitions, you are ready to patch your 
WordStar program (BUT ALWAYS KEEP BACKUPS!). 

You will use the pointer rather than the actual address in 
your patch, so if your BIOS is modified by changing the special 
function keys or something else, your patch will still work. 

You could use DDT to install the patch and then save the file 
back to disk, or you could use EDFILE or SUPERZAP (public 
domain disk editing utilities) to edit the file directly on the disk 
(this is easiest, | think). 

You also could use WordStar 3.3’s own installation pro- 
gram WINSTALL. The process is the same whichever way you 
do it, but | will explain it as if you are using WINSTALL. 

Run WINSTALL and go through the initial prompts and 
menus, making no changes. When the program asks you if 
you’re done, instead of typing a Y or aN, type a plus-sign (+). 
This will allow you to patch in hex directly. 


a) Initialization Jump 

First, put the initial redirection jump into INISUB. Type 
:INISUB in response to WINSTALL’s prompt, which 
should bring you to : INISuB = 0287. Patch in the following 
bytes: C3 CB 02. This means JMP 02CB, or jump to 02CB 
hex, which is where you will put your routine to install the 
WordStar arrow-key definitions on loading WordStar. See 
Figure 2. 


co 
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address before after meaning 

0287 00 NOP - do nothing 
0288 00 NOP 

0289 cg RET - return 
0287 C3 JMP - jump 

0288 cB / to 

0289 02 \ 02CB hex 


eeoceosceseasesesseseseees see soseessssesssesssseseessssess 


Figure 2: Patching INISUB: 


b) Initialization Routine 
Now, goto 02CB and patchintherroutine listed inFigure3to 
reassignthearrowkeystotheWordStar values. Inthepatch, 
xxyyreferstothepointerlocationyoufoundbefore,i.e.,BIOS 
base + 7F hex. Remember to patch yy before xx. 


address contents 8080 mnemonics meaning 

02cB 2A LHLD xxyy ; Load the HL register pair 

o2cc yy ; with the address found at 

o2cD XX ; xxyy (that is: 222z). 

02CE 36 MVI M, 05 ; Load 05, the code for 

o2cF =O “E, into zzzz. 

0200 23 INX H ; Increment the HL register 
; pair to point to zzzz+1. 

0201 36 MVI M, 04 ; Load 04, the code for “D, 

0202 04 ; into 2zzz+1. 

02D3 23 INX H ; Increment the HL register 
; to point to the next key. 

0204—C«36 MVI M, 18 “X -) zzz2+2 

0205 18 

0206 23 INX H 

0207 36 MVI M, 13 “Ss -) 222243 

0208 «= 13 

0209 cg RET ; Return to loading WS.COM 


Figure 3: Patch to Assign Arrow keys to WordStar 


The next address in this free patch area is 02DA, so this 
is where you will put your routine to set the arrow keys 
back CP/M. You will therefore put a jump to this address 
in UNISUB. 
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c) Exit Jump 
Put your exit redirection jump into UNISUB. In response to 
WINSTALL’s prompt, type:UNISUB, which should bring you 
to 028A. Patch in the following bytes: C3 DA 02. This 
means JMP 02DA, or jump to 02DA hex is where you will 
put your routine to reinstall CP/M arrow-key definitions 
on exiting WordStar. See Figure 4. 


address before after meaning 

028A 00 NOP - do nothing 
028B 00 NOP 

028C cg RET - return 
028A C3 JMP - jump 

0288 DA / to 

028C 02 \ 02DA hex 


Figure 4: Patching UNISUB: 


d) Exit Routine 
Now, go to 02DA and patch in the codes shown in Figure 5. 


address contents 8080 mnemonics meaning 

02DA 2A LHLD xxyy ; Load arrow key pointer 
0208 yy 

o20C XX 

0200 36 MVI M, 0B ; Load “K into zzzz 
020E 0B 

020F 23 INX H ; Move to next arrow key 
02E0 36 WVI M, OC ; Load “L into zzzz+1 
02E1 oc 

02E2 23 INX H ; Move to next arrow key 
02€3 36 MVI M, OA “J -) 2zzz+2 

02E4 OA 

02E5 23 INX H 

02E6 36 MVI -M, 08 “H -) 222243 

02E7 08 

02E8 cg RET ; Return to exiting WS.COM 


Figure 5: Patch to Assign Arrow Keys Back to CP/M 


Now that you've installed these patches, exit from the 
WordStar install program, and you should have your arrow 
keys automatically reconfigured each time you enter or leave 
WordStar. 

| hope you have learned something useful about CP/M and 


DDT along the way as well. 
eeeseeess 
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We Explain Software Packages, 
Then We Teach You How To Use Them. 
User’s Guide is the Magazine of Tutorials. ‘e 
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Jerry Pournelle, BYTE 
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When it comes 

to Osborne 
service and repair 
we have the 


final word... 


experience! 


Mission Peak Systems has serviced, repaired 
and upgraded more Osborne 1’s and 
Executives than anyone in the world. Our 
quality is unsurpassd, our turn-around time is 
the fastest available and our price is the lowest 
possible. Simply stated, we know more about 
Osborne service and products than anyone, 
anywhere! Mission Peak Systems is staffed 
with ex-Osborne employees who have been 
servicing Osborne computers since Osborne 
first introduced them. We have established a 
network of Dealers and service companies 
nationwide that are trained, stocked with 
parts, and have been repairing OCC-1’s and 
Executives since Osborne Computer Corp. 
started selling them. 

So, if you have a problem with your 
Osborne, any problem, we have already 
experienced it. 


Besides Osborne Computer repairs Mission Peak 
offers the following: 

Upgrades - double density, and 80 column 
a Hard Disks - 10 megabytes 
» Extended Warranties - 90 day and I year 
a Osbornes and Executives - new and used 
« Printers, External Monitors and Cables 


« Also announcing the new Osborne Vixen for 
only $1285.00 


Call or write us for more information on the 
dealer nearest you. 


MISSION PE/\K SYSTEMS 


3514 Arden Road, Hayward, CA 94545 
415 » 887 - 0756 
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About Magnetic Media 
by Obra W. Bliss 


| see a lot being written about concerns of possible damage 
to data on diskettes by such things as airport X-rays, etc. | 
think an understanding of some of the principles of magnetic 
recording might be helpful in recognizing potential danger 
sources. 

It is only in recent years that | have been involved with 
computers and floppy disks, but | have been using magnetic 
tape since it came into use in broadcasting in the early 1950’s. 
The tape of today appears pretty much like that of the 1950’s 
(except then it had paper backing, of course), but the oxides 
and the backing material have gone through many changes. 

Floppy diskettes are an outgrowth of this development, 
both oxide and mylar base. 

The ferro-magnetic oxides are powder-fine particles held in 
a binder. They are always magnetic — but in an unrecorded 
state —and are randomly polarized so that the sum of their 
magnetic effect is essential zero. 

All magnetic recording material exhibits a hysteresis, 
which means that until exposure to an external magnetic field 
reaches a certain level, nothing happens. When it does reach 
that point, however, the magnetic polarity of the particles lines 
up with that of the external field. 

In analog recording, an AC bias is applied to overcome the 
distortion caused by this effect. As it applies to digital, it 
means that until an external field reaches a critical level there 
is no danger. Weak magnetic fields should have no affect. 

In audio recording there is the problem of ‘“‘print-through” 
which is aggravated by even weak magnetic fields. This is 
where the magnetic field of the adjacent layer of tape, when 
added to the external field exceeds the critical hysteresis 
point of some of the particles. This should not be a problem 
with diskettes as the magnetic surfaces never come in that 
close contact. 

Also | do believe that oxides for digital purposes have a 
higher hysteresis point than those used for analog purposes. 
On this, | would be interested in the comments of the experts 
among the FOG membership. 

To sum it up. | have never been worried about either my 
Osborne or my diskettes going through an airport X-ray ma- 
chine, and neither have | had or heard of any problems result- 
ing from such. 

At arecent computer seminar that | attended, the instructor 
said that he was traveling constantly and that he had carried 
the same set of diskettes in his briefcase for the past year 
without damage. 

However | would be concerned about diskettes in a mag- 
netic field. 


[But, it’s the magnetic field of the magnets in the X-ray ma- 
chine that we are worried about, not the X-rays! I'd like to hear 
the details about traveling with a portable computer. Do you 
send the computer through the X-ray machine? Do you do the 
same with the diskette case? Does the airport security seem 
satisfied with that? What about Customs? David.] 
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[1 travel often with my computer — it goes through X-ray ma- 
chines with disks in the pockets with no trouble. The X-ray 
machines seem to have kept magnetic fields to a minimum so 


they won't affect the metal detectors! Jack ] 
e#eeesess8ses 


The Importance of Footings 
by Charles Sandercock 


In my business we type many letters and store them tem- 
porarily on disks labelled in their directory as ICSDAT.NNN 
where | serves to get the label to the front of the directory, CS 
stands for me, dat indicates data and nnn is the disk number. 
To get this label type: Save 0 B:ICSDAT.NNN. 

These data disks can be recycled as old letters do not need 
preserving and we have hard copy in a manila filecover. Pro- 
gram disks are similarly labeled |WSCS.NNN. 

However, we produce Patent Specifications and Agree- 
ments which must be kept on disk for up to 18 years and these 
are kept on disks of label ICSSPE.NNN. We keep hard copy of 
the specifications and agreements but if you need to revise 
one, how do you find the disk on which it is stored? And if it 
has been revised, when was it revised and what revision is it? 

We deal with the problem by printing on all hard copy the 
date of printing, the disk on which the file resides and the file- 
name of the file. All this is put in a footing. Here is how it is 
done: 


1. Start a new file with a filename. 

2. Using an SFK, call format file /PCTSPEC which holds for- 
mat suitable for most overseas Patent Offices (even includ- 
ing my dearest friends at the USA Patent Office). 


/PCTSPEC reads as follows: 


. IG form /PCTSPEC to hold format for PCT PAT SPEC 
.. ****INSERT FILENAME NEXT LINE after, then delete??? **** 
. SV FILENAME , 22? 


. LH 12 

PO 13 

OP 

.FI a:date 

.FI b:diskname 

FO &yymmddé, &diskname/o8& , &filename/o&, 

HE -a- 

. 1G PCT PAT SPEC FORMAT: - Start SPEC, TABBED, 
. . ON NEXT LINE Line 1 at Cursor position 


3. Step to line 2 of the file, enter the filename, delete the ??? 
and “QC to get yourself to the end. 
4. Start typing text. 


There are other format files including for Aus. Pat. Spec, 
agreements, agreements at 15 characters/inch, 132 columns, etc. 

In the format file you will see that the filename was stored via 
.SV. The file A:DATE which is called by .FI is as explained 
previously. 

The file diskname which is called by .FI reads: 


January, 1986 


.. file b:diskname 
. SV diskname, !csspe.nnn 


and is an additional file to the directory label file of name 
ICSSPE.NNN mentioned earlier. Note the footing command in 
the format file. 


5. After text is finished and stored it is printed. 

6. At print time with MailMerge files, A:DATE and 
B:DISKNAME are read in and their nested SV commands 
together with the .SV for filename produce a footing of 
form: 


“860101, CSSPE.NNN, filename.ext 


So, when you pick up any of our hard copy you know when 
it was typed, what disk it is on and what file it is in. 

That is the end of that story. The footings work perfectly 
with no bugs. 

Of course, you still don’t have the full story because in fact 
all of the format files are not separate files — they are now one 
big file. They used to be separate files but they were filling my 
Adisk and so they were combined into one big file to save disk 
space. 

How is the correct format part selected? Very simply: there 
is an SFK for each format which actuates special WordStar 
codes in each new file and causes only the correct format part 
of the big file to be used. 

The use of such WordStar codes is effected by 
SMARTKEY.COM in strings of up to 169 control codes and | 
will write again on this. 
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Using Spare Sectors 


for Directory Programs 
by Paul Totman 


| have noticed quite a lot of programs designed to fix disk 
directories and other portions of a disk. | thought of what | be- 
lieve is a unique solution that may come in useful. 

| am using an Osborne 1 (tan case, Nuevo 80 col.) and found 
out through my MBASIC utility program that there are four 
spare sectors at the end of the disk. This is the result of using 
groups of 16 sectors (2K) which do not go evenly into the num- 
ber of sectors on the disk. 

What | did was copy four of my directory sectors (up to 16 
programs) onto these four spare sectors. Now, whenever my 
directory gets scrambled, it is just a case of copying these 
sectors back onto the directory track. 

The outline procedure is as follows: 


Within MBASIC, use a CLEAR (n) to set safe memory above 
n where nis a safe memory address. 

Next, set DMA to n=1, then set the track and sector to be 
read to Track 3 Sectors 0-7. 

Read this sector into memory, then set the track and sec- 
tor for write to Track 39, Sector 16. 
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Write the sector to disk and then repeat these steps for 
any other three sectors from the remaining seven logical 
directory sectors, writing them to Track 39 Sectors 17, 18 
and 19. 

By referring to the CP/M calls at the end of the blue 
Osborne User’s Reference Guide, or on page 279, a simple 
MBASIC routine can be written with machine language 
Subroutines to perform these operations. 


The same can possibly be done using a disk utility program 
(if available) once you recognize that these four sectors on 
Track 39 are not otherwise used. 

To copy the directory entries back onto Track 3, the reverse 
procedure is used, setting the track and sector to be read as 
39 and 17, reading it into memory and writing it onto Track 3 
Sector 0, etc. 

Another useful feature is using the control keys for alter- 
native things. | have changed my “U (19339) (control U) to 
boot CP/M by just changing its jump to 0000. This saves me 
from typing SYSTEM every time | want to boot CP/M. | just 
have to get to immediate or input mode and hit “U. 

You can change some of the other rarely-used function keys 
in this way as well, e.g.: “0, ~G, “RB, ~?, “K, “L. To 
find these control keys in MBASIC, look for a FEh (254) fol- 
lowed by the ASCII code of the key in question, followed by 
CEh (202), followed by the address of the routine it jumps to. A 
disassembly of the BASIC routine is as follows: 


8080 780 
CPI xx CP xx 
JZ ppqq JP Z.ppaq 


where xx is the ASCII code of the key, and ppqq is the address 
of the jump. A lot of the keys can be found at approximately 
19000+. 

This should be of help to someone with a few useful 
routines they want at their fingertips. These routines could be 


put in high memory after use of the CLEAR command. 
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CAVEAT EMPTOR! 


FOG does not endorse any of the products advertised in 
this publication. FOG does not verify the accuracy of the 
claims in any of the ads. You should thoroughly investigate 
any offers before buying. 

Please let FOG know of any difficulties encountered. Send 
all details, in writing, to the FOG office at P. 0. Box 3474, Daly 
City, CA, 94015-0474, U.S.A.. We can't promise a solution, but 
we will try to help. 

All articles contained in these pages are the views of the 
authors. Publication does not necessarily indicate endorse- 
ment by FOG, FOGHORN, or any of the officers. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Personal Income Tax 
Software Template 


for use with Supercalc / Supercalc 2™ 


Calculates all commonly used forms and 


schedules for personal income tax returns: 


Forms 1040, 1040A and 1040EZ included; 
* Schedules A,B,C,D,E,F,G,R.SE & W; 
* Supporting Forms: 2106, 2119, 2441 
3468, 3903, 4562, and 6251; 
Nine Worksheets from the IRS’ 
"Instructions for Form 1040” 


‘Execute’ files for Supercalc v1.12 and 
Supercalc 2 to automate posting 
between forms and forms printing 


IRS approved Computer-Generated 
Forms for all supporting forms/schedules. 


Please see the review on page 49 of the 
August, 1985, FOGHORN. 


Templates available for all Supercalc 
versions, including the original v1.05; 

Single Density, Double Density, 52 or 80 
Columns; Executive; Kaypro; Zorba and 
other CP/M and MS-DOS formats avail; 

Also available in MS-DOS formats for 
Lotus 1-2-3™ and Symphony™. 


Fourth year of publication--Check us out 
before paying more for less!! 


1985 Tax Year package...$45.00 
Annual Updates...$35.00 


plus $4.95 shipping/handling 
Florida residents add 5% salestax 
VISA/MC accepted (Net + 3%) 


APPLICATION ENGINEERING 
2238 Grey Fox Court 
Orange Park, FL 32073 
(904) 264-4619 


Supercale and Supercalc 2 are trademarks of Sorcim Corp. 

CP/M is a trademark of Digital Research Incorporated. 

MS-DOS is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation 

1-2-3 and Symphony are trademarks of Lotus Development Corp. 
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The WordStar/KAMAS Affair 
by Dick Ezzard 


Introduction 

The new version of KAMAS (release 1.2) has been slimmed 
down and made more compatible with WordStar. It is therefore 
much more useful to me and | believe | will be working with 
KAMAS more and more now. | am now able to use WordStar to 
take notes on a general topic over a period of time, and then 
use KAMAS to structure-edit such notes by putting them ina 
logical order for presentation or study. 

This article is about how to expedite the movement of text 
material back and forth between WordStar and KAMAS. Such 
Operations are necessary if one wants to take advantage of the 
respective strengths of both programs. 

KAMAS is good for rearranging files of text, not so good on 
text entry, editing, output formatting and printing. WordStar 
does those jobs well but is a bear on rearrangement. 

Together KAMAS and WordStar provide a complete set of 
tools for the text manipulator. Although WordStar and KAMAS 
are not yet married, they now seem to be stepping out 
together. 

The rest of this article presupposes a working knowledge of 
both KAMAS and WordStar. The operations are described in 
general terms and you will have to translate those operations 
into actual command keystrokes yourself. This is not a “‘how- 
to-run KAMAS article” but rather a “how-to do something 
with KAMAS after you know how to run it” article. 


Note Entry 

First enter your notes in “manuscript” or “journal” files 
using WordStar. Enter notes in any convenient order, as ideas 
occur to you, or as you come across relevant material while 
reading or researching. You may format notes as you enter 
them or, if more convenient, go back and format notes later. 
My “manuscript” files have minimum formatting since they 
are designed for editing, not for output. 

A good format for WordStar notes: Set margins to wrap at a 
convenient screen width. 80 columns crams more context on 
the screen, but may be difficult to read. | use 65 which looks 
fine and is often a good width for printing to paper at a later 
stage. 

The vertical format is predicated on the notion that a note 
should be like a paragraph, the expression of a single idea. 
Separate your one-idea notes by two strikes of the <RE- 
TURN> key at the end of each note. This puts a blank line 
between notes, so that each note has a top and bottom edge 
for handling as a separate building brick in some larger 
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edifice. 

Put descriptive titles on your notes. This can be done as 
you enter during original entry, or at a later time. Sometimes it 
is expeditious to enter stuff in one massive block, typing as 
fast as you can. Then later you go back and break out the in- 
dividual notes and add titles. 

A title is conveniently entered as a WordStar double dot 
comment line (a line which begins with two periods) on a line 
directly above the note itself. For KAMAS, a title should in- 
clude a short unique classifying key and optionally, an 
explanatory subtitle which is indicative of what the note is 
about. Adopt the KAMAS convention of separating the key and 
the subtitle with the backslash \ character. 

Although KAMAS literature states that a too-long key or 
subtitle will be automatically truncated, during my operations 
| have found it necessary to take care to keep keys under 31 
characters in length and to keep subtitles under 63 char- 
acters. Otherwise KAMAS aborts during the process of import- 
ing the file. 

Your notes should now look like this: A double dot line with 
a key and a subtitle separated by a backslash, followed by a 
paragraph-like note which starts on the very next line after the 
title and ends with two carriage returns, so that a blank line 
separates the end of one note from the double dot header line 
of the next note. Followed by another note. And so forth. 

By the way, this format is a good one for keeping notes even 
if you are not going to use KAMAS as your main rearrange tool. 
The blank line expedites the block marking of notes within 
WordStar, since you can then mark the beginning and end of 
notes using just vertical motions of the cursor. (When the 
cursor encounters the blank line it snaps to the leftmost col- 
umn automatically.) Once a note is marked as a block there are 
several techniques you can use to throw it to various locations 
ina file. 


Transition to KAMAS 

However, KAMAS is a very good tool for rearranging a text 
file which has notes headed by keys and titles. Most of my 
notes need rearranging from time to time, since the original 
order of entry was seldom the most interesting order for pre- 
sentation. And the original order of entry has never yet been 
the most logical order for remembering as an organized body 
of knowledge. KAMAS can structure and organize my notes. 

To prepare a file for export to KAMAS you use three special 
dot commands. They are: 


. .IN (insert next), 
. .ID (insert down), 
. GU (go up) 


The simplest way to prepare a file is to use the ID command 
on the top three or four notes to establish several levels in your 
logical hierarchy. Then just use IN for the rest of the notes. 
When you get into KAMAS it is a simple matter to just promote 
and demote notes to their correct logical level. 

Since your notes are all preceded by a double dot header 
line, just add those special commands to the header lines. Use 
a WordStar Find and Replace (~QA) to find *N.. and replace it 
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with “N..ID <sp>, for the three or four top notes. 

~ Then do find “NW.., replace with “N..IN<sp> for 99 or 999 
notes (pick a number bigger than you have notes). Your notes 
now have titles and KAMAS dot commands so they can be ex- 
ported to a KAMAS file. 

After your existing notes are configured, you can enter a list 
of supertitles, main headings which will have no individual 
Note attached, but which will be a higher order heading under 
which you will want to group several notes. For example, if you 
have notes on roses, peonies, and snapdragons you may wish 
to make a heading called “Flowers”. Enter your list of main 
headings anywhere in your WordStar file, configuring each 
header as a double dot IN line. (..IN Flowers, for example.) 

You can group your notes under these main headings after 
you get everything into a KAMAS file. If you don’t have any 
main headers in mind right now, don’t worry, you can always 
add them after you get to the reorganization stage in KAMAS. 


On the KAMAS Side 

Exit WordStar and run KAMAS. Open a KAMAS topic large 
enough to hold your notes. This should be at least three times 
the size of your raw text file. (If the text file was 20K, open a 
60K KAMAS topic.) 

Use the new KAMAS FINPUT utility and bring the formatted 
WordStar note file into your new empty KAMAS topic at the top 
level (give the TOPIC name at the Branch prompt). 

Then use the outline editing facilities of KAMAS to massage 
and reorder your notes by moving the titles around. 

Depending on how many levels you descended, your note 
file will now appear as a list of headings, probably most on 
one level of indentation. 

Use your KAMAS commands to promote, demote, move and 
shuffle the headers. Expand and collapse your outline as de- 
sired for manipulation. Of course your notes are dragged 
around with their headers during this structure editing. How- 
ever, unless it is absolutely necessary, you will do well to avoid 
editing the notes themselves (called “leafs” in KAMAS par- 
lance). Save note editing for WordStar. Do Outline Editing in 
KAMAS. 

When you are ready to send the now-structured and ar- 
ranged notes back to WordStar for polishing and formatting, 
select the KAMAS Outfile Branch command to do it. Yes, 
KAMAS has several alternative commands which will export a 


file to CP/M and WordStar. But each export method has its 


own output format, differing on such things as the number of 
blank lines between major headings and subheadings, head- 
ers and their notes, etc. 

Experimentation has shown that for purposes of restoring 
the file to a nice WordStar-editable configuration, the KAMAS 
OB command from within the topic outline, with the cursor at 
the top of the topic, is the best solution. Do it. 


Back in WordStar 

When you leave KAMAS and again edit the file with 
WordStar, you will find some changes have taken place. All 
Carriage return line endings will be “hard” as far as WordStar 
'S concerned. There will be two blank lines between notes and 
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between major headings. There will be one blank line between 
a note and its own header. The double dots designating head- 
ers have disappeared and so have the backslashes which 
separated keys from subtitles in headers. 

Perhaps the file is usable in its present configuration. If so, 
just edit it for format and output and be done with it. 

If you want to restore the file to its previous (prior to 
KAMAS) condition, use the public domain utility ENSOFT.COM 
to make the notes themselves reformable. 

Then edit the file with WordStar’s D mode and find and re- 
place “N°N with a single “N. Do this throughout the file and 
you will end up with all major headers separated by single 
blank lines, and notes once again attached to their note head- 
ers. This single Find and Replace wouldn’t work to restore the 
spacing if you selected one of KAMAS’s other output modes. 
You could get there, but it will take more editing. 

To restore all the headers to their double dot comment line 
configuration, just do find and replace “N°N, replace with 
“NON.. (that’s two line endings, two dots). 

Voila! Your WordStar manuscript file is back in shape, 
ready for retransport to KAMAS and another reorganization if 
you add the appropriate KAMAS dot commands. 

For printing or electronic presentation, | usually leave my 
manuscript file alone, open a file with the extension PRN, and 
read the manuscript into it. 

Then | gussy up this PRN copy with whatever special 
formatting, printer control characters, dot commands, hy- 
phenation, etc., seems to be required for this particular occa- 
sion of presentation. If | don’t want all those little double dot 
headers (which were convenient aids to organization, but may 
be clutter to a reader), | strip ‘em out by printing the file toa 
PRN disk file. 

At some point | may have too many versions of a file. There 
will be the KAMAS topic, and one or more dolled-up PRN ver- 
sions for outputting to the printer or via modem to a typesetter, 
or whatever. Plus the minimum format, signposted manuscript 
file. 

When the time comes to cull the redundant files | always 
decide in favor of my personal manuscript working copy. The 
manuscript is still simple, standard, eminently editable, and 
easily transported back to KAMAS should the need arise, or 
copied for fixing up to print in some special way. 

It turns out that KAMAS is a great partner for WordStar to 
visit once in a while to get files reorganized. Maybe marriage 
is not in the offing, but the relationship is getting serious. 


[You can get KAMAS from Kamasoft, Inc., P.O. Box 5549, 
Aloha, OR 97006, ph: (503) 649-3765. CP/M only, $99 com- 


plete, includes shipping. Joanne] 
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Faster Letters 


with WordStar 
by Neil McCubbin 


Our way of speeding up typing ordinary business letters re- 
duces the page formatting and signature to one keystroke, 
helps with the envelope and uses nothing more than the bun- 
died WordStar and MailMerge software. 

First make a file on your Drive A called S$ (or any other single 
character filename) which contains any dot commands you 
want, and whatever text you like to see at the top and bottom 
of all your letters. 

Our version is set out below. 


Neil McCubbin Eng. 
NucC/mdd 

.. Line 48 is the last one on the page, if the default of .1h9 
.. is used. 

-pa 

-pod 

-mtd 

McCubbin 

Foster, Quebec 

JOE 1R0 

CANADA 


- pode 

. . COPY THE ADDRESS etc. to the BEGINNING of the next line with 
.. control KC 

.. INSERT .po3 and four blank lines after address but before 

.. addressee’s name 

.. ON large envelope, use .p065 for address, with 15 blank lines 
.. above it 


The dot OP to omit page numbers is obvious, as is the sig- 
natures etc. 

To speed up envelope typing, all the user has to do is mark 
the beginning of the address with ~KB (~ means the control 
key), the end with “KK, use “QC to put the cursor at the end of 
the file, then “KC to copy the address. 

The text after the dot PA types our name at the top left of the 
envelope, and locates the address on a standard business 
size envelope. 

One important feature is that instructions to use the system 
are on the user's screen in the form of comments (marked by 
two dots at the left hand end). These avoid confusion and hav- 
ing to remember some details. 

The second step is to define one of your programmable keys 
(we use three) to: 


“ONAO701 53 O° KR<DEL>A:S 07 F°F“F*F 


where © represents a carriage return. 

This will clear tabs; set one tab at character 53; read in the 
file § from Drive A; put your cursor at the Ref: in the letter, 
ready to type in the reference. Enter the reference and 
<TAB> to move so you can enter the date. 
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Note: If you are doing this on an Osborne 1, the various spaces 
are required to make the function key work since Ozzie needs 


a few delays to think. You may need some experimenting with’ 


timing for your needs. Also, the delete function (<DEL>) is 
handled by a“ dash (underline). 


We keep file S on the WordStar disk at all times, and when 
typing a letter, simply enter ~3 (our function key shown above) 
immediately after opening the file. We then type in the text, 
and have a standardized, neat layout for start and finish of the 
letter without any work. 

To type the envelope, use the “pause between pages” op- 


tion in printing, and just put a letter in as a last page. 
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Have a Contribution? 


Please refer to the FOG Membership Information brochure 
(which is sent to each member with the FOG membership card) 
for information about submitting material to the FOGHORN or 
to the disk library. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


WINTER SALE 


LAP Portable Computer. 
_ The Ultra® Osborne® 3. 
RUNS: Lotus® dBase® MS-Dos® V2.11. 


512K OPTIONAL 
$894 — 


2 X360 DSDD Drives. f 
80x 16 LCD _« 


Full eae 
Keyboard, Optional. 


25 x 80 Monitor Driver :$ 100. 00 
Osbome® Vixen. ! ‘$894.00 
‘Printer 100 c.p.s. $199. 00. 

Call “COMPUTERS”— 
212-732-2258 


PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE COPYING CO. 
33 Gold Street, New York, N.Y. 10038 
Brief Catalogue & sample Disk (2 sided) $12. 
MS Dos CP/M C-64 Appie II. Major Charge Cards. 
Call us about rentals, Telex/Twix and bulk disks. 


Call us for current computer prices. 
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Automatically Dating 


Documents in WordStar 
by Charles Sandercock 


I have tried in three major attempts to call a date into letters 
with WordStar. While each succeeded to various degrees, | 
propose to take you through all three, as each has its particu- 
lar use. 


First Method 

a. Make a WordStar file of name A:DATE with the content being 
the relevant date, e.g., 1st January 1986. Update this file 
each day and do not end it with © (carriage return) or leave 
any trailing spaces. 

b. To call the date: 


(i) “KR (control KR) A:DATE ©. 
(You might program an SFK to do this) or 
(if) .FL A:DATE 2 


Of these (i) can be anywhere in text but (ii) can only be at the 
beginning of a line as dot commands must be at the beginning. 
(I now know that you can trick .Fl by carrying it to line start 
with characters, then left deleting in the line above with DEL 
(contro! underline) to create a soft hyphen but | didn’t know 
that then). 

Note, (i) calls the date on which you do the “KR but (ii) calls 
the date on which you printed. There is a subtle difference and 
has subtly different uses. 

| incorporated method (ii) into a SFK callable format file for 
letters. This set PL, MT, MB, etc., had six carriage returns to 
deal with letterhead and a start position in just the right posi- 
tion for window face envelopes. The date printed as the first 
thing just over the addressee’s name and address, i.e., the ad- 
dress was left-justified. 

Unfortunately, no one in my office liked the date just above 
the address and left-justified and so began a six month search 
for a way to put the date where my office believed it should go 
— right-justified above a left-justified address. 


Second Method 
| inserted into the letter file (actually the SFK callable format 
file) the following: 


-DF A:DATE 
-RV DATE 


The file date had identical content to previous. 

Now | could insert the date any place | wanted by merely 
putting &date& in that place and printing using Mergeprint. 

If the Editor will print (P) (not Mergeprint) and suppress 
Page formatting you will see below the format file which we 
Called at the beginning of each new file. Note that the .OP de- 
letes the page number on page 1 (on letterhead) and .HE 
(which must be after text — in this case 2's) restores it for 
Page 2. Note also Date occurs in the page 2 heading and will 
be to the right of page number. 


File A:/LETT1 


January, 1986 


.IG form /LETT1 to hold format for LETTER1 
.LH8 

.CW 10 

.OP 

.PF ON 

-OJ ON 


.DF a:date 
RV date 


.1G 6 Real © follow 


&date’& 
&date& 


«HE <= 


. IG LETTER 1 FORMAT: - Start ADDRESS, without tab, 
.. ON NEXT LINE Line 8 at Cursor position 


Well, did | not strut around the office crowing mightily. True, 
the stylistic purists pointed out that there should be a comma 
after the month and before the year and | didn’t have true right 
justification as the date was somewhat on the right. 

Being unwilling to insert the surrounding quotes on the 
date in the .DF file for fear that the comma would be interpreted 
(it isn’t) as limiting the .RV value to being only Ist January 
(without , 1986) | argued that we were MODERN and were do- 
ing away with their COMMON pettiness from now on. And as to 
the right justification, that was unavoidable as January is 
longer than May. 

(I continue to work’— in secret and only late at night — on 
that right justification.) 

For three days all was perfect until my secretary corrected 
an error on page 2 ofa letter and tried to print only that page. It 
wouldn't print, which was a real disaster as we very often 
want to print a particular page — usually a debit note or in- 
voice — more times than any page of the letter to accompany 
it. Nothing would persuade it to print and calling for page 1 
only printed every page. 

The reason was ultimately discovered to be that MailMerge, 
when confronted by a .DF interprets page 2 to be the second 
(line, set, group) of data and since | had only one line of data, 
MM Said to itself: “The fool should know there isn’t a second 
line of data and | have nothing to print.” So it didn’t print. 

For four months we struggled on taking many photocopies 
to make the extra copies we couldn't print or discarding pages 
we didn’t want. 

Well, apart from that one problem all was well. By now | 
considered myself somewhat of a WordStar expert but | 
bought a new book on WordStar anyway (I had eight already 
and had read everything in Portable Companion and the 
FOGHORN on WordStar). The book cost about $20 and | ex- 
pected to get no more than a few good ideas out of it. 

| was wrong. The book, Getting the Most From WordStar and 
MailMerge, Things MicroPro Never Told You, by M. David Stone, 
published 1984 by Spectrum Books, a division of Prentice- 
Hall inc., General Publishing Division, Englewood Cliffs, N.J. 
07632, U.S.A. is BRILLIANT, WONDERFUL, GLORIOUS and 
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very much better than I. 

In the first 65 pages | got 20 good ideas on how to improve 
my WordStar usage. My mind was reeling with new informa- 
tion. Unable to read in any detail, | was flicking pages and got 
two more gems — how to trick .FI into thinking it is on the 
beginning of a line when it is in fact spaced from the begin- 
ning, and using .FI to call a file which had nested .SV com- 
mands. That was 22 ideas in 85 pages and there are 160 
pages still unread and | also know that books like that get bet- 
ter each time you read them. 

Mr. M. David Stone, | thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

Sure, | had already used .SV to call filenames into footings (I 
will tell you about that soon) but never had | nested them in a 
file to be called by .Fl. 

Well, in a mere trice | had the answer to automatically 
inserting a date on the right in letters while returning MM’s 
ability to print only selected pages. Here it is. 


Third Method 
File A:DATE now has content: 


.. filename A:DATE © [note the new fang identification] 
.SV date, 1st. January 1986 
. SV yymmdd,860101.2 


File A:DATE ends with ©, must have no trailing spaces and 
no additional carriage returns (guess how | found out about 
the trailing spaces and additional carriage returns’). 

The file A:/LETT1 format now has content as follows (print 
by (P) not (MM) and suppress page formatting. The format file 
is called into the beginning of every letter by use of a pro- 
grammed SFK. 


IG form /LETT1 to hold format for LETTER1 
-LH8 

CW 10 

-OP 

-PF ON 

-0J ON 


-FI a:date 


.IG 6 Real © follow 


HE = #> &date& 
&date& 

. IG LETTER 1 FORMAT:- Start ADDRESS, without tab, 

.. ON NEXT LINE Line 8 at Cursor position 


Did it work? I'll say it did! Date on the right, more or Jess 
right justified (I'll get the last yet). 

Did page 2 print alone using MM? It did. There were shouts 
of joy and my secretary said she no longer had any reserva- 
tions about the computer (except she wants me to readjust the 
delays as she doesn’t like to use hexadecimal in recovering 
from BDOS errors and she loathes the computer’s mate: the 
printer). However, she did say it wasn’t page 2 she actually 
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wanted. It was the third page but the third page didn’t print. 

Here is a hint. There is a difference in concept between the 
words page 2 and second page and you will note that | said 
page 2 printed but the third page did not print. 

So here we are with a letter, dated at top right, able to print 
page 2 of that letter alone using MailMerge but unable to print 
the third page. 

The explanation was that MM in this context was looking 
for a page numbered 3 and the fact that there was a third page 
on the file wasn’t good enough because that page wasn’t num- 
bered 3. 

The page 1 was on letterhead, i.e., with the preprinted firm 
name which the printer leaps over due to six carriage returns 
in the format file. Page 2 was on blank paper and followed 
naturally. The third page was a debit note or invoice on letter- 
head. To leap the letterhead another format file called /LETT2 
had been called in by SFK to give the necessary six carriage 
returns. 

The file /LETT2 reads: 


. IG form /LETT2 holds format for 2nd or later let ona file 
-PA 

«HE 

-PN 1 

.IG 6 real © follow 


HE # &date& 
&date& 

. IG LETTER 2 FORMAT:- Start ADDRESS, without tab, 

. . ON NEXT LINE Line 8 at Cursor Position 


/LETT2 can be used for a debit note but also for a second 
letter on the one WS file as this saves having to do two print 
runs and allows block transfer of certain parts of the first and 
second letters. 

A second letter or debit note on the first page should not 
have a page number, so that is the reason for the .HE followed 
by blanks. But if it runs to a second page, that second page 
should be numbered: 


-HE ---# but not consecutively on from the first letter, so .PN 1 
resets page number to 1. 


There is the problem. There is a third page but there is no 
page numbered 3. . 

| regret that | do not have a full solution and hope a reader 
can supply one. For the present we get by choosing between: 


1. Resetting .PN 1 for the 2nd letter and living with the inability 
to print individual pages of the 2nd letter. 

2. Suppressing page numbers in the 2nd letter with .OP but not 
resetting to 1 (we print the numbers 3, 4, etc. inconspicu- 
ously, we hope, in a footing). 

3. Doing the 2nd letter in or moving it to a separate WS file. 


Can anyone help? I have come so far and only have a little 
way to go. It does prove though that life wasn’t meant to be 
easy. 

eesee88 
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Fancy Return 


Address Labels 
@ by Thomas B. Moorhead 


This little WordStar/MailMerge program produces FANCY 
return address labels in any quantity from one to thousands. It 
is formatted for 1” x 3.5” tractor labels and is printed from 
MailMerge. The result looks like this: 


SQUIRE MOORHEAD’S APPLE JACK 


Product of 
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 
WARNING--Consume at own risk! 


Ignore MailMerge’s NUMBER OF COPIES?: request as the pro- 
gram will prompt you for the number of copies. (The “best” 
system is to press <ESC> after entering LABELS.XXxX to the 
NAME OF FILE TO MERGE-PRINT?: prompt.) 

FANCY LABELS is probably not appropriate for regular 
mailing labels, but the techniques used should give you ideas 
for other forms of the program pair to quickly type labels for 
small quantity jobs. 

(Want to label your wine or preserves? Home-made, of 
course.) This program pair is Copylefted and may not be used 
for profit without the usual contribution to the author — a bot- 
tle of that wine would be nice. 


Thomas B. Moorhead Kanawha Valley FOG 
ENTER DATA FILE: 


.. LABELS. XXX - MergePrint - Don't answer No. Copies question; 
.. you will be prompted in program! 

.dm 

.dm This file prints 1 to any number of RETURN address labels. 
.dm Just fill in the answers to the following prompts. But 

.dm first position 1” x 3.5" labels in the printer with bail of 
.dm the printer even with the 1st tractor hole ABOVE the first 
.dm label to be printed. The last 3 or 4 labels of a strip will 
.dm be *‘lost’’ unless the friction feed is engaged as the trac- 
.dm tor will not feed them. 

dm 

dm 

.. Above on-screen msg. for ProWriter - modify as required. 

.. Label format may be changed by modifying **LABELS.///** 


av ‘ENTER NAME: °', NAME, 32 (32 character line limit) 
.av ‘ENTER STREET ADDRESS: '’, STREETADDRESS, 32 

av * ‘ENTER CITY & STATE: '', CITYSTATE, 32 

.av ‘ENTER ZIP CODE:"'. ZIPCODE, 32 

.av ‘ENTER NUMBER OF LABELS: "" , NUMBER 

. fi LABELS. /// (calls print file) 


PRINT FILE: 


. LABELS./// called from LABELS.XXX (this line must be 


removed) 
-mt 0 (top line of program) 


© ew 
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-pl 6 

-po 0 

-Op 

«SV NAME, &NAME& 

SV STREETADDRESS, &STREETADDRESS& 
«SV CITYSTATE, &CITYSTATE& 

SV ZIPCODE, &ZIPCODE& 
.p &NUMBER& (repeat print <NUMBER) times) 

.. The following “characters are for an enhanced copy of WS; 
.. you will want to change them for your WS and printer! 

.. (~ means control. ) 


“N°C°OTY 8NAME&~Y~ DQ (pica, 4-strike & underline) 
“Q°D&STREETADDRESS8~D~Q (4-strike) 
“Q*D&CITYSTATE&~D~Q (4-strike) 

“7 D&ZIPCODER~D~O (4-strike) 

-pa (just in case...) 


eesses88 


Want to Change 
Your Subscription? 


Each membership in FOG entitles the member to a subscription to 
either the FOGHORN or the FOG+ . You may use the form below to 
either change your subscription from one to the other or to add the 
second publication to your membership. If you are adding a publica- 
tion to your membership, you must include a check to cover the pro- 
rated subscription. Calculate this by checking your expiration date 
a this issue and multiplying the number of months remaining by 

1.50. 

If you are receiving your current publication by First Class Mail, 
you must also receive the second publication by First Class Mail. Cal- 
culate the additional postage charge at one-twelth of the annual 
charge for each remaining month of your membership. 

Send the completed form to: FOG 


P. 0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 


Membership number: 


Name: 


Change desired: 


Amount enclosed: 


Please write clearly. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


CP/M LIVES! 


The WW Interface for CP/M 


The WW Interface lets you use DriveC 2 and Trantor Hard Disks with the CP/M 

computer of your choice! Its universal software makes all the new WestWind products 

work together. Includes: 

e SUPERSIZE SUPERCALC2! Automatically gives big spreadsheet memory when a 
DriveC 2 is added. A $295 value, FREE! 

e SUPERFILE! Effortless text filing. SuperFile can find any text you need about any 
topic. a $195 value, FREE! 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Here’s what you’ve been waiting for—SPECS and PRICES 
on the new Next Generation products from WestWind! 


¢ 


© ARKIVE! Full-featured backup for DriveC 2 and Trantor Hard Disks. 
¢ MENUPAC! Make your own menus, link one to another, single keystroke operation. 
e¢ AUTOLOAD! Automatically copy files, run CP/M commands, go to Menu when 


ieee All for only $100 with any 
WestWind PowerHouse Product! 


The New WestWind PowerHouse Products 


Add DriveC 2, Trantor Hard Disks, or both to a WW Interface to work with your computer! It’s that easy! 


The Remarkable New 
DriveC 2! 


Up to 1 MegaByte of RAM! With the addition of the WW Interface, you have: 
© Up to 4 RAMcdisks, any size, any CP/M names! 

Full-featured Print Buffer with MULTIPLE COPY! 

© Cache Buffer TURBO performance when used with our Trantor Hard Disks! 
© Up to 3 DriveC 2s which can be daisy-chained for 3 MegaBytes! 


SK DAS 2 ox cca siesnnewapanewwens Mune din ns Uwe Peek Rows LORE only $349! 
1 Megabyte DriveC 2 0.0... 0 cc cece eee c cence eens eneseeeeeees only $499! 
‘Upgrade from S12K 00 1 Megas caw aus exam dans teas tase cons cans only $150! 
Each 1 Meg Expansion Unit ............ eee eee p eee cece eens only $499! 


© CP/M 2.2, 4 MHZ Z80, 64K of RAM 


Now includes SuperCale2 | 6 tivo 360K'514" doublesided drives 


and UniForm! 


O1 Compatible 


Best Buy Specials for the New 


A BEST VALUE, the TPC-1 has 96K of RAM, BIG disk capacity, BIG screen size and a list of BIG features at a remarkably SMALL price! 


© 9"screen, 640% 200 graphics, 32K of screen RAM 
Unbelievably, all this for only $749 


The Powerful New 
Trantor Hard Disks! 


We've combined hi-performance with low prices to give you the best of big capacity! 
With the addition by the WW Interface, a ig m = 
© New Daisy-chain capability! Up to 3 Trantors can be linked, just by adding a cable. 
© Complete flexibility in setting block size, logical drive size and directory entries. 

© Our Dual Operating System feature so you can have CP/M AND MS-Dos files on 

the same hard disk! 

21 MegaByte 

45 MegaByte 

110 MegaByte 


only $ 995! 
only $1895! 
only $2895! 


Year! - TeleVideo TPC-1 


© Serial and parallel ports 
© Full keyboard with 10-key numeric pad 
© SuperCalc2, Telewrite, TeleCalc, TeleChart and Uniform 


SUPERSPECIAL! TPC-1 with 1 MegaByte DriveC 2 installed, ready to go! only $1195! 


NEW WestWind IBM-Compatible Computer Systems! 


COMPLETE SYSTEMS WITH ALL THE HI-PERFORMANCE OPTIONS BUILTIN! 
We've selected all the best options available for IBM compatible computers and included them as standard features at One, low price! 


WESTWIND XT 


© 4.77 MHZ 8088 with optional 8087 socket. 

© Full XT system board, 8 expansion slots/135W power supply. 110/220V switchable. 
© 640K on the system board, NO memory to add. 

© Two slim-line 360K double-sided, double-density floppy drives. 

© Hercules compatible hi-res mono card/ parallel port. 720 X 348 graphics, 80 25 text. 
© Non-glare 720 350 hi-res 14” mono monitor. Built-in base, Green or Amber. 
Full, adjustable 84-key keyboard with 10 special function keys. 

¢ MS-DOS, completely IBM-Compatible. 


Complete 640K Hercules Compatible Hi-Res 
Mono System With Monitor! All for only $1395 


21 MegaByte/one floppy Hi-Res Mono system .....sseeceececcreceecenes only $2095! 
only $2895! 
only $3895! 
The amazing ACCELER-8/16 that adds CP/M capability 


45 MegaByte/one floppy Hi-Res Mono system ... 
110 MegaByte/one floppy Hi-Res Mono system 


he WW XT. 
New! XT! > ina Special, just $75 with any WW XT! 


WestWind COLOR i for only $400! 


Add a complete WestWind Color Package to get dramatic color versions of our new XT and AT systems! 

¢ IBM compatible color card, 640X 200 resolution with RGB output. Light pen and RF modulator interface included. 
© 14” RGB 640% 200 hi-res color monitor with cabling. Bulit-in swivel base, high performance 16 color display. 
Replaces monochrome card and monochrome monitor. 


To customize your WestWind IBM-compatible, We have a complete selection of enhancements including internal 
300/1200 Baud modem, Serial port expansion and the New Cache-buffered Turbolrantor hard disks for 16-bit! 


¢ Green screen switch for mono display. 
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Software Pkg! 
e New Word 
© SuperCalc 2 


Included FREE! 
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Complete 
16-bit 


WESTWIND AT 


© 6 MHZ 80286 with optional 80287 socket. 

© Full AT system with eight expansion slots and 200W power 
supply. 110/120V switchable 

@ 512K on the system board, real-time clock/battery backup. 

© 21 Meg hard disk. One 1.2 Meg high capacity floppy drive. 

© Hercules compatible hi-res monochrome card with built-in 
parallel port. 720348 graphics mode. 80X25 text mode. 

© Non-glare 720 350 hi-res 14” monochrome monitor with 
cabling. Built-in swivel base, Green or Amber. 

© Full, adjustable 84-key keyboard with 10 special function keys. 

© MS-DOS, completely IBM-compatible. 


Complete 21 Meg 512K Hercules Compatible Hi- 


© SuperFile 


Res Mono System with Monitor! All for only $3895! 
45 MegaByte/one floppy Hi-Res Mono system......s+eeeeee% $4495! 
110 MegaByte/one floppy Hi-Res Mono system......++eeeeee $5495! 


Use the convenient coupon on our CP/M Lives AD to 
get our FREE Catalog or CALL NOW Toll-Free to order 
any of our Next Generation products: US. 800-526-6500, 
CA 800-831-3144 

All of us at WeseWind wish you a Happy Holiday Season 
and a great New Year. i 


Westwind 
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DBASE II MEM Files 


Conversion Program 
by Fred G. Stewart 


| finally coughed up the $75 and upgraded my dBASE Il 
from the old version 2.3b to the new version 2.43”. | was 
elated with the prospect of using a program without the well 
known bugs of ver. 2.3b. 


However, my elation cooled somewhat when | discovered - 


that the 35 or so MEM files that | use in my various dBASE II 
applications were NOT COMPATIBLE with ver. 2.43* (actually, 
the new manual which accompanies the upgrade tells you this 
very thing on the first line of the first page, so it isn’t as if any- 
one is trying to hide the incompatibility from us). 

The prospect of manually reentering all of that data to get it 
into ver. 2.43" format caused me to sink into a depression of 
sorts. | thought, “This is UNGOOD! There must be a better way 
to convert ver. 2.3b MEM files into ver. 2.43* MEM files.” 

So, this article contains the results of my ‘‘too lazy to do it 
manually” efforts. 

A detailed (with comments) listing of the two dBASE pro- 
grams | wrote to make the conversion follow. Thinking you 
might rather have uncommented versions to do whatever with, 
the programs (sans comments) are included also. 

One other quick note: the setup | describe in the beginning 
of OLD-MEM.CMD was what I finally settled on to do all of my 
conversions. Initially, | used the following setup: 


DriveA Start with diskette containing OLD-MEM.CMD 
along with all of the dBASE Il ver. 2.3b files 
(DBASE.COM, DBASEMSC.OVR, etc.). After running 
OLD-MEM, swap this diskette with one containing 
TO-NEW.CMD along with all three of the dBASE II 
ver. 2.43” files. 


DriveB Diskette containing MEM files in 2.3b format. 


1 soon discovered that this setup required entirely too much 
Swapping of floppies (out and in, fro and to, forth and back, 
etc.). 

By the way, | also sent a little note to Ashton-Tate suggest- 
ing that they include some such automated conversion 
scheme with dBASE II upgrades. This method, while not ex- 
actly elegant, works, and | don’t imagine I’m the only pre-ver. 
2.43" user to flinch at the notion of reentering reams of MEM 
Variable data. 


: PROGRAM NAME OLD-MEM . CMD 


* AUTHOR F. G. STEWART 


* 
* 
* 


* DATE 


* 


* FUNCTION 


PROCESS 


Structure: 


os e© # * © © © *# &# &© © &#© © © &© # 8 &© © #8 & #8 &£ # & & H H HF HF HF HF HF HF HF F HF HF He FH HF FF #e Be He ee He 
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PSC #1 BOX 5111 
MAXWELL AFB, AL 361212 


1 JUNE 1985 


Converts dBASE II ver. 2.3b MEM files TXT 
files using SET ALTERNATE command. This 
program was designed to be used as the 
front end of the whole conversion process. 
This program uses dBASE II ver. 2.3b and 
MEM files in ver. 2.3b format as input. It 
produces a TXT file as output. (Although 
ver. 2.3b MEM files are not compatible with 
dBASE II ver. 2.43*, OBASE II ver. 2.3b TXT 
and DBF files ARE compatible with ver. 
2.43*) 


In designing this conversion, I set up 

files as follows: 

DRIVE A: CONVERT .COM (Renamed DBASE .COM 

ver. 2.3b) 
DBASEMSC .OVR (From ver. 2.3b) 
DBASEMAT .OVR sa 
DBASE .COM 
DBASEMSG . COM 
DBASEOVR .COM 
OLO-MEM.CMD (2.3b MEM to TXT) 
TO-NEW.CMD (TXT to 2.43* MEM) 
CONVERT .DBF (File required in 
an inter-mediate step.) 


(From ver. 2.43*) 


Single field records, 
Name: MEM: VAR 

Type: C 

Width: 80 


DRIVE B: Contains ver. 2.3b MEM files to be 
converted to ver. 2.43*. 


With diskettes containing the files noted 
above inserted in the appropriate drives, 
type CONVERT OLO-MEM(RETURN? quotes). 
This program will then prompt you for the 
name of the ver. 2.3b MEM file to be con- 
verted and it will remind you that this 
file must be on a disk in DRIVE B: 

It will then massage the MEM file and pro- 
duce a TXT file containing all the memory 
variables as the named MEM file and two 
additional records as well: The first re- 
cord of the TXT file will contain the words 
LIST MEMORY and the last record of the TXT 
file will contain the words ** TOTAL ** 
__ VARIABLES USED___ BYTES USED. 


After this program creates the TXT file 


> 
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* image of the MEM file, it will ‘‘QUIT TO 


= DBASE TO-NEW'', which will take the TXT 

bc file, turn it into a DBF file, delete the 
ba offending first and last records, and pro- 
. duce a MEM file in dBASE II ver. 2.43* for- 
* mat. 

ERASE 

SET TALK OFF 

? 

2? -What is the name of the MEM file to be converted from ver. 

? «2.3b to ver. 2.43* format? 

?  Donot include the ‘*MEM’' extension. 


? 
? NOTE: The MEM file you name must be on the disk in Drive B. 
? Following MEM files are onB: 


LIST FILES ON B LIKE *.MEM 

? 

? If you are ready to stop converting MEM files, press ESC and 
? you will be returned to the dBASE II ver. 2.3b dot-prompt. 
? 

ACCEPT TO MEM: FILE 

STORE B: + MEM: FILE TO MEM: FILE 

ERASE 

? RESTOREing memory variables from: 

? MEM:FILE + .MEM+...... 

RESTORE FROM &MEM: FILE 

RELEASE MEM: FILE 

USE CONVERT 

? 

? COPYing STRUCTURE of A:CONVERT.DBF to B:CONVERT1.DBF 
COPY STRUCTURE TO B: CONVERT1 

? 

? Building B: TEXT. TXT from memory variables....... 

SET ALTERNATE TO B: TEXT 

SET ALTERNATE ON 

LIST MEMORY 

SET ALTERNATE OFF 
? 
? These are the ver. 2.3b memory variables being converted to 
2? ver. 2.43*. Press any key to continue. 

WAIT 

ERASE 

QUIT TO DBASE TO-NEW 


SSSR RESHSSESAESSEESESESESEEEESEERSSASEREESESSES SEVERE CES SESE 


* PROGRAM NAME TO-NEW. CMD 

* 

* AUTHOR F.G. STEWART 

* PSC #1 BOX 5111 

bd MAXWELL AFB, AL 361212 

* 

* DATE 1 JUNE 1985 

* 

* FUNCTION Converts TXT file data to DBF file and, us- 
* ing dBASE II substring functions, it con- 
° verts the DBF file into a MEM file. 
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* These conversions are made using ver. 

* 2.43*, and the MEM file produced contains 
* all the memory variables of the original 
bd ver. 2.3b MEM file which was input to 

* CONVERT (DBASE.COM ver. 2.3b) 

* After completing this conversion, the pro- 
* gram will ‘ ‘QUIT TO CONVERT OLD-MEM’' and 
i again ask for the name of a ver. 2.3b MEM 
* file to convert. 

* 

ERASE 

SET TALK OFF 


* Open the data base file B:CONVERT1 and copy the contents of 
* B: TEXT. TXT into it (both of these files were created by OLD- 
* MEM.CMD. DELIMITED tells dBASE II that the file from which 

* records are to be appended is NOT a DBF file but is a TXT file 
* instead. Since there are, in fact, no delimiters in our TXT 
* file, dBASE II readily accepts each line as a single record 
* and does not have to strip commas or quotes away. (We have 

* helped this a little by structuring our data base file of sin- 
* gle field records, 80 columns wide. 

ERASE 

? APPENDing from B:TEXT.TXT (building B: CONVERT‘ .DBF) 

USE B: CONVERT1 

APPEND FROM B: TEXT DELIMITED 


* After APPENDing, the internal pointer is pointing at the last 
* record in the data base. The *** TOTAL *** line (from our 

* LIST MEMORY action in OLD-MEM) is the last record in our data 
* base file and we want to delete it. Also, the first record is 
* the command LIST MEMORY itself and we don’t want it either. 
*So, after DELETEing the last record, we GOTO the TOP (the 

* first record in our data base) and DELETE it also. Actually, 
* we have only marked these two records for deletion. We must 

* PACK our data base file to really get rid of the unwanted 

* things. 

DELETE 

GOTO TOP 

DELETE 

PACK 


* With the pointer at the beginning of our data base file, we 

* are now ready to begin stripping from the data base file the 
* information we need to rebuild our memory variables in ver. 
* 2.43* format. 

* We set up a loop which will be executed until the end-of-file 
* (EOF) is reached. 

? 

? Reconstructing memory variables 

? from B:CONVERT1.DBF..... 

DO WHILE .NOT. EOF 


* A variable name cannot be longer than 10 characters, so we 
* store the first 10 characters of the data base record (minus 


* any trailing blanks, stripped off by TRIM) to the memory 
* variable VAR:NAME. 


STORE TRIM($(MEM:VAR, 1, 10) ) TO VAR: NAME 


~ 


FOGHORN Vol. V No: 4 


© 


* The structure of the MEM files caused the letter which identi- 
* fied the variable TYPE (C, N, or L) to be in the 14th charac- 

* ter position of the record. So, we pluck out the TYPE of the 

* memory variable and store that to the memory variable. 

* TYPE: VAR 

STORE $(MEM:VAR, 14, 1) TO TYPE: VAR 


* We will have only three CASEs to deal with: Character type, 
* Numeric type, and Logical type memory variables. 
DO CASE 


* We check the contents of TYPE: VAR, find an L and then we store 
* the appropriate logical value to the correct memory variable 
* by using the Macro Substitution Function (&). 
CASE TYPE: VAR = L 
IF $(MEM:VAR, 19, 1) =T 
STORE T TO &VAR: NAME 
ELSE 
STORE F TO &VAR: NAME 
ENOIF 


* We check the contents of TYPE: VAR and we find aC. Now, the 
* structure of the MEM file was such that for all memory vari- 
* ables containing character-type data (a character-string), 
* that character-string begins in the 18th character position of 
* the record. 
* So, we pick up all the remaining characters in the record, be- 
* ginning with the 18th character, we TRIM off all trailing 
* blanks, and we store the correct character-string in the prop- 
* er memory variable. 

CASE TYPE: VAR = C 

STORE TRIM( $(MEM:VAR, 18, 80) ) TO &VAR:NAME 


* We have already covered two of the possible three cases. The 
* only case remaining is the one for Numeric data. No matter 
* how the numeric data is represented, it appears to dBASE II as 
* acharacter string now, because we changed it in when we con- 
* verted the ver. 2.3b MEM file to a TXT file. We now have the 
* problem of changing this character-string (which represents 
* numeric data) back into an honest-to-goodness number . 
* This works out to be a rather simple application of the Macro 
* Substitution Function. Since we know that the contents of 
* MEM: VAR to the right of the 16th character position represents 
* the number we want to retrieve, we just STORE all remaining 
* characters to some variable (here we have chosen the variable 
* NUMBER), and then we STORE the contents of that variable (us- 
* ing the &) to the contents of VAR: NAME which will put exactly 
* what we want exactly where we want to have it. 
OTHERWISE 
STORE TRIM( $(MEM:VAR, 16, 64) ) TO NUMBER 
STORE &NUMBER TO &VAR: NAME 


ENOCASE 


* SKIP to the next record and return to the beginning of the 
* loop. 
SKIP 


ENDDO 
* Release all memory variables which we do not want to save. 
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RELEASE NUMBER, TYPE: VAR, VAR:NAME 


* Close all files so we can delete those that are no longer of 
* use to us. 

USE 

? 

? DELETEing unnecessary working files. 

? B:CONVERT1.DBF and 8: TEXT.TXT...... 

DELETE FILE B:CONVERT1 

DELETE FILE B: TEXT. TXT 


*List the memory variables which are about to be saved, prompt 
* them for the name of the MEM file s/he wants to save these 

* to, and remind ‘em that the MEM file will be saved to the disk 
* in Drive B 

LIST MEMORY 

? These memory variables are now in ver. 2.43* format. 

? What MEM file name do you want to save these memory vari- 


? ~~ ables as? 

? 

? NOTE: This MEM file will be saved to the disk 
r in Drive B 

? 


ACCEPT TO MEM:FILE 
STORE B: + MEM:FILE TO MEM:FILE 


* Save the ver. 2.43* memory variables. 

? 

? SAVEing the reconstructed memory variables in 
? MEM:FILE + .MEM+...... 

SAVE TO &MEM: FILE 


* NOTE: One memory variable will appear in the ver. 2.43* file 
* than appeared in the ver. 2.3b file — the new memory vari- 
* able will be: 


*MEM:FILE  (C) d: filename 


* Exit, and begin again on a new MEM file. 


QUIT TO CONVERT OLD-MEM 
eeeneee86 


Calling Disk7 


from dBASE Il 
by Jerry Boyce 


How many times have you needed a routine from another 
command file: while you are using the dBASE editor MODI 
COMM to create or debug a command file? This normally 
means leaving dBASE and calling WordStar, DISK7, or NSWP 
to view the file then back to dBASE. 

Well DISK7 is small enough that it may be loaded above 
dBASE and called from the (.) dot prompt. This is not the only 
file that may be called from dBASE if needed. If you write or 
have the .ASM file for any .COM file that is less than about 6K, 
it may be loaded above the dBASE work area in the TPA and 
Called for use. 

| use the 7.6C version of Frank Gaude’s public domain 
DISK7 program rather than NSWP because it is only 4K vs. 
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12K for NSWP and does everything that NSWP does except 
unsqueeze files. This project was started because | was not 
Satisfied with the use of the DISP FILES LIKE command from 
GBASE in that the files were not in alphabetical order and the 
unused disk space was not given. My original intent was to 
use one of the public domain SD programs. Then | discovered 
they all required a MAC assembler, which | do not own. /The 
newer version will assemble with ASM. Jack]\ settled on the 
DISK7 program which gives much more than | was attempting 
to get and now | am glad it turned out this way. 

The use of DDT showed that the top location for dBASE 
OVR.COM is A300H. Adding 110H to be safe gives an even 
number for a decimal value of 42000. 

The decimal value is used because | could not get 
ASM.COM to assemble the program if | used A410H — the 
HEX value — as the ORG location. This | do not understand. 
[You need a 0 in front, e.g. 0A4 10H. Jack] The ASM file has to 
be modified to load above the dBASE space and to return the 
program to the dot prompt in dBASE after use. This means 
that the HL register must be saved so this statement is made 
at the top of the program then the exit from the program has to 
be changed. 

In order to show the changes that were made and the loca- 
tions, line numbers were added to the ASM file after the modi- 
fications were made by using the N option of PIP. An asterisk 
(*) is used to mark all lines that were added, changed or used 
for reference. 

First, all the documentation and comments were removed 
from the ASM file except the final comment line that gave the 
name of the program. The first EQU line in the ASM file then 
became line No. 3. The sections for the changes were ex- 
tracted using WS and are reproduced here to show the new 
coding. The line numbers will be different if you are using an- 
other version of DISK7. 

The first change is made near the top of the file at the ORG 
point which is on line 34. 


30: RING SET LAST+100H AND OFFOOH 
31: 
32: ; assembly origin (load address) and program beginning 


* 34: ORG 
* 35: START SHLD 


42000 ;this replaces the normal 0100H 
SAVEHL ;new line to save the HL 


;Fegister 
36: JMP DISK7 
37: 
38: ; highest disk drive letter in system (at 103h in ‘com’ 


file) 


Now the HL register has to be defined so we go to the DB 
section at the end of the file. 


1605: PRTS$FRE CALL DECOUT ; # of free k-bytes in 
; hl-pair 

1606: CALL == ILPRT 

1607: DB "k bytes free on drive 

1608: DRNAME DB "3',CR,LF.'  '.0 


* 1609: SAVEHL DB 0,0 ;this defines the byte in the HL 
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* ;feg and returns to dBASE & dot 
:prompt 
1610: RET 
1611: 
1612: ; storage 
1613: 


1614: ; initialized 


The exit from DISK7 is X and this is defined along with the 
other options in the K$WAIT label section beginning at line 
418. The X definition is on line 451 and the action on line 452. 
The action is JZ CPM$CCP or jump to the label CPM$CCP 
which is found at line 194. 


449: CPI Ww ; file to punch? 
450: JZ PUNFILE 
* 451: CPI x" ;if exit, then to cp/m 
;CCp. 
* 452: JZ CPMSCCP 2 
453: cPI ESC ;'esc’ exits to cp/mccp 
;also. 
454: Jz CPM$CCP 
455: CALL ~——w HELP :get help message 


;(menu) and.. 
(NOTE: no changes are made at this location.) 


194: CPM$CCP LDA O$USR ;get and set original. . 


195: CALL = SET$USR ;..uSer area and. . 
196: LXI D, TBUF ;..tidy up.. 
197: MVI C, SETDMA ;..before going home. 
198: CALL ~——BDOS 
199: CALL CRLF 
200: 
201: IF WARMBOOT 
202: JMP CPM$BASE 
203: ENDIF ;warmboot 
204: 
205: IF NOT WARMBOOT 
206: LHLD — STACK ;put cp/m’s pointer... 
207: SPHL ;..back to ‘sp’. 
* 208: LHLD = SAVEHL 
209: RET ;feturn to cp/m ccp 
210: ENDIF snot warmboot 


At line 208 just before the RET which would return the pro- 
gram to CP/M, the recall is issued for the 16-bit value that was 
stored in a memory location at the beginning of the program 
and this returns the program control to dBASE and the dot 
prompt. 

Once these changes are made the ASM file is assembled 
with ASM.COM but LOAD.COM is not used as you want to use 
the HEX file that is created for calling into dBASE II. If the ASM 
file is not renamed before assembly you will get the file named 
DISK76C.HEX and to save keystrokes when using, change to 
DC.HEX or some other short name of your choosing. DISK7 is 
called from the dBASE dot (.) prompt by; 


. SET CALL TO 42000 
. LOAD DC.HEX 
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. STORE 42000 TO DISKC 
. CALL DISKC 


In order to save a lot of keystrokes each time a call was 
made for the program, a short command file was written and 
named DISKC.CMD. At the dBASE prompt, type: DO DISKC © 
(© means carriage return). 


* acases= DISKC.CMD ---05/16/85 
x 

erase 

SET CALL TO 42000 

LOAD DC .HEX 

STORE 42000 TO DISKC 

CALL DISKC 


DISK7 will load almost as if it had been called from the 
CP/M prompt. The difference is that it will not go to the direc- 
tory tracks of the default disk as it normally does. You will get: 


++ NO FILE FOUND ++ 
---) Log-in drive/user: 


At this point the drive and/or drive and user area are given 
and the first file in the directory will appear as normal. You 
may use any of the 14 normal commands accepted by DISK7 
such as view a file, transfer a single file or make a mass trans- 
fer, print out a file, or rename a file. 

| do want to caution you about renaming a .DBF file. | have 
used DISK7 to rename .DBF files many times with no prob- 
lems. However | have had problems on renaming a .DBF file 
when called from within dBASE. After it happened the first 
time, | set up three small DBF files and renamed them and lost 
all the records from two, though the third was not affected. | 
have compared both HEX files and the only difference is the 
additions that were made and shown above. 

| do not have an explanation for this; it is just a warning of 
what can happen. 


[dBASE . will keep information in memory and not write it to 
disk until you give the “QUIT” command. Don’t try renaming a 
.DBF file from within a program or you are likely to have all 
kinds of problems, since dBASE may still have part of that file 
in memory, and won't be able to close the file when it exits. 
Always exit dBASE with the “QUIT” command — never use 
the reset button! Jack] — 


Looking for a Local Group? 


For the name(s) of Affiliated Member Organization(s) or other 
group(s) nearest you, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 


FOG 


P. 0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 


Join the Fun and Learn Morel! 
eeeoeevee8 
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WordStar Printer Problems Solved 


Were you influenced in choice of printers because the dealer 
could make it produce lovely designs? Does your printer have built- 
in math symbols which you have never been able to use? Does the 
printer manual list five type styles but you have only been able to 
patch WordStar to use only three or four of them? To quote Alan 
Chattaway in his review (July, 1985 FOGHORN): “If you need 
any kind of enhancement to WordStar, this is the one.” He also said 
“... but the ads don’t do [FLASHPRINT'!] justice.” 


Here are a few special characters 
which have been designed for the 
Epson and several other printers: 
+s =, Ss they ey e, Tramerlbvattere ipsa. g L 
Sey OB, t, @, & 


proportional, 
italics, 


You can print coapressed, 
expanded, elite, 


pica, and any combination your 
printer allows. With FLASHPRINT!! 
you will also have full control 


over Supereacriptsz and Gubecripte as 
well as true underline and control 
of color ribbons! 


With FLASHPRINT!! you can print anything your printer is 
capable of producing. Enter four characters into the beginning of 
your file and produce a letterhead created from graphic characters. 
Emphasize your thoughts by mixing bold, elite, condensed, ex- 
panded, and proportional characters in a single sentence. Under- 
score (including the blanks between words) or underline your text 
while inserting boats, cars, and Greek symbols into your letter. 
FLASHPRINT!! makes it possible to do all of the characters and 
symbols shown above with only one or two keystrokes. 

There’s more. With FLASHPRINT!! you can design virtually 
unlimited special function keys. FLASHPRINT!! is supplied with 
complete instructions on how to design your own characters and in- 
stall them into you customized WordStar — for any printer. 

FLASHPRINT!! requires no modification to WordStar. Simply 
copy the FLASHPRINT!! file to your WordStar disk and run it. It 
comes installed for the most popular dot matrix printers. 

Any special requirements? Not really. You need a printer and 
WordStar (versions 2.26, 3.0, or 3.3). FLASHPRINT!! is available 
in all of the popular disk formats including the 8° SSSD IBM for- 


mat. Please be sure to specify required disk format and operating * 
system. Guaranteed to work or money back. 


CP/M version: $49.95 
MS-DOS version: $ 6 9 i 


For either version, add $5.00 shipping and handling 
California residents MUST add 6.5% sales tax 


FLASHLITE SOFTWARE 


P.O. Box 2179 * Daly City,CA 94017 * (415) 994-8282 
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dBASE II File Conversion 
by Mark Sevi 


I had intended to cover one of two things with this month’s 
column but circumstances prevented this. The date conver- 
sion routines and/or the letters that you’ve sent will have to 
wait. Instead I’m going to cover converting ASCII files to 
dBASE files and vice versa. This information has been pub- 
lished before, | think, but many people haven't seen it. 

A dBASE II file in normal form is coded in binary form. This 
file is unreadable using a text processor like WordStar or 
NewWord. dBASE II has a very simple way to convert a DBF 
file into ASCII form that can be read and modified by a text 
processor. 

| used this function quite a bit when | was preparing a state- 
ment of loss for my business’s insurance company. | used 
dBASE II to input the data and sort it, then | transferred the file 
to WordStar to make a nice document with page numbers, 
etc., to present to the insurance company. It worked out fine. 

Another use of file conversion is using a data base file with 
a program like SuperCalc. The two file formats are not 
compatible unless you use the dBASE file conversion to turn 
the data base file into an ASCII file and then use the SuperCalc 
file conversion to turn the ASCII file into a file that SuperCaic 
can read. 

For our purposes we'll use the file below. 


STRUCTURE FOR FILE: A:DEBT .DBF 
NUMBER OF RECORDS: 00006 

DATE OF LAST UPDATE: 00/00/00 
PRIMARY USE DATABASE 

FLD NAME TYPE WIDTH DEC 
001 COMPANY Cc 015 


002 CONTACT C 008 

003 PHONE cC 010 

004 OWES N 008 = =0ne 
005 TYPE C 003 

** TOTAL ** 00045 


There are two commands in dBASE II to use for file conver- 
sion. Each one gives different results and depending on the 
options picked, you can custom tailor your output file to al- 
most any form. 

The SDF (System Data Format) uses no options on the com- 
mand tail. It is mainly used to convert a data base file into a 
nice neat file that a text processor can use. 

The syntax is: 


USE a:debt.dbf 
COPY TO a:debt.txt SOF 


dBASE will copy ail the records in DEBT.DBF to a new text 
file called DEBT.TXT. If you do not specify a file extender, 
dBASE I! will provide the extension TXT. DEBT.TXT is dis- 
played below. 


ABC Resume Svc Samantha7145551122 150.55C 
Seacliff Lea 2139998877 0.00P 
FHD Finance Frank 4088885020 1550. 00UIR 
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Beach Pizza? 7140007474 =25.00* 
Jungle Land = Leo 2028885555 369.25T 


As you can see, all the leading and trailing blanks have 
been retained. dBASE just took the file, spaces and all, and 
made it an ASCII file. You could now work with this data using 
WordStar or use the TYPE command in CP/M to print this file 
out to the screen or printer — fast. 

This is the sort of thing that | used to make a nice, neat re- 
port to my insurance company. Only one thing makes this a 
less-than-perfect way to transfer information — if the fields 
are filled to capacity, the ending data from one field and the 
beginning data from the next field will be butted together, 
without any space between them. You can see this in the first 
record where the CONTACT and PHONE fields have no spare 
between them and all the OWES and TYPE fields. 

The second method of file conversion is the DELIMITED 
command with or without options. The option of the delimiter 
is offered by this command. A delimiter is a marker to tell the 
conversion routine that here ends a field and starts another 
one. We'll cover each option and show the different results. 


USE a:debt.dbf 
COPY TO a:debt.txt DELIMITED 


“ABC Resume Svc", ’Samantha’ ,'7145551122', 150.55, 'C’ 
"Seacliff’, Lea’, ’2139998877',- 0.00,'P’: 

*FHD Finance’, ‘Frank’ ,'4088885020', 1550.00, ‘UIR’ 
"Beach Pizza’, '?’ ¢ IS: 25.00,'*" 

* Jungle Land’, 2028885555", 369.25,'T" 


_ The file that has been converted using the DELIMITED com- 
mand is not as neat as the file created using the SDF com- 
mand. The trailing blanks have all been stripped off and only 
data is carried forward into the ASCII file. Leading blanks will 
always be retained but trailing blanks are not considered as 
data. 

This type of file would normally not be used with WordStar 
but rather would be created for use with MBASIC or DataStar. 

What we have is a file that was created by one software pro- 
gram but can be shared by a completely different one. If you 
know what the software uses to delimit or separate the fields 
of a file, you can create a compatible file with dBASE II. 

Looking at the ASCII data we can see that the character 
fields have been enclosed in single quotes as well as being 
separated by commas. There is a good reason for this. 
SuperCalc apparently has trouble distinguishing between a 
field that is purely numeric (12345) and a field that has both 
alpha and numeric data, like a street address (12345 Main 
Street). 
Using this form of the DELIMITED command without any 


" specifiers helps SuperCalc out tremendously. The single 


quotes around the character or alphanumeric data tells 
SuperCalc that this field is not numeric, even though it con- 
tains numeric data. 

If this form of DELIMITED is NOT used, SuperCalc creates 
an “invisible entry” when the file is converted by the 
SuperCalc file conversion routine, SDI.COM. 

The command DELIMITED has options that can be added to 


.~ 
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the command tail, as discussed before. All but one of these 
options produces similar results. Using the following syntax 
produces a TXT file that looks like the one below. 


USE a:debt.dbf 
COPY TO a:debt.txt DELIMITED WITH / 


7ABC Resume Svc/,/Samantha/,/7145551122/, 150.55, /C/ 
/Seacliff/,/Lea/,/2139998877/, 0.00,/P/ 

/FHD Finance/, /Frank/, /4088885020/, 1550.00, /UIR/ 
/Beach Pizza/,/?/,/7140007474/, ° 25.00,/*/ 

/Jungle Land/, /Leo/, /2028885555/, 369.25,/T/ 


The differences in this file are apparent. | don’t know of any 
reason why you would want to use a backslash to delimit a file 
but there may be a application somewhere. The more impor- 
tant lesson here is that any character following the word WITH 
will be used as a delimiter. If you know how your application 
program delimits its files, dBASE II can be used to create a 
similar type file. : 

The last use of the DELIMITED command we'll cover cre- 
ates a file with no delimiters except for commas. This form of 
the DELIMITED command also strips LEADING blanks from 
numeric fields. It will not strip leading blanks from alphanu- 
meric fields. ‘ 


USE a:debt.dbf ; 
COPY TO a:debt.txt DELIMITED WITH , 


ABC Resume Svc, Samantha, 7145551122, 150.55,C 
Seacliff ,Lea,2139998877 ,0.00,P 

FHD Finance, Frank , 4088885020, 1550.00,UIR 
Beach Pizza, ?,7140007474,25.00,* 

Jungle Land, Leo, 2028885555, 369.25,T 


, Now that we’ve covered dBASE to TXT file conversion the 
next step is to bring a TXT file back into a dBASE file. This is a 
simple procedure but it does require some knowledge of the 
dBASE II file structure that will hold the incoming data. If the 
structure of the dBASE file is somehow incompatible with the 
incoming data, the results will not be what you want. 

To be on the safe side, estimating a field larger will cause 
less problems than estimating a field smaller. Let’s look at the 
text file below created using WordStar in the non-document 
mode. It has the extension MRG because it is a MAILMERGE 
file that would be used to generate the data for form letter. 


May Company ,PO Box 10, Irvine,CA, 123456789, 123.45 

Wells Fargo Bank ,PO Box 9988, San Francisco, CA, 12A887 5584.60 
Bank of America, 1889 Station Two,Los Angeles, CA, 55214789, 58.98 
Exxon, Box 19-Main Street, Austin, TX,L1K5689785, 16.50 

TRW,PO Box .4040,Los Angeles, CA.261548899,0.00 


The data between each comma would require a field large 
enough to hold it. You must determine the type of field and the 
Size. The name of the field isn’t important except to you — 
GBASE |I doesn’t care. 

: To make the file conversion go a little smoother let’s take 

e: 


TRW,PO Box 4040,Los Angeles,CA,261548899,0.00 
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The data between each comma would require a field large 
enough to hold it. You must determine the type of field and the 
size. The name of the field isn’t important except to you — 
dBASE II doesn’t care. 

To make the file conversion go a little smoother let’s take 
the file and make it easier to determine how large each field 
should be by stretching a field out to the size of the largest 
data in that field. 


1234567890 123456, 

May Company .PO Box 10, Irvine,CA, 123456789, 123.45 

Wells Fargo Bank ,PO Box 9988,San Francisco,CA, 12A887 5584.60 
Bank of America , 1889 Station Two,Los Angeles,CA,55214789, 58.98 
Exxon .Box 19-Main Street, Austin, TX,L1K5689785, 16.50 
TRW PO Box 4040,Los Angeles,CA,261548899.0.00 


I’ve added trailing blanks to the first field to make them all 
the same size. We can see that the largest data in the first field 
is record 2: Wells Fargo Bank. If we made the first field in our 
receiving data base smaller than 16 characters, the data 
would be chopped off when we load the MRG into the DBF file. 
You don’t have to add trailing blanks like | did — just make 
sure the field is large enough for the largest data that will be 
incoming. 

Our first field will be a (C)haracter field and will be a length 
of 16. We'll call it NAME. We could make this field 20 long or 
50 long, as long as it is a minimum of 16. Each field has to be 
examined and the size AND type determined. Following this 
sage advise, we will create an empty DBF file with the follow- 
ing structure: 


STRUCTURE FOR FILE: A:ACCOUNT .DBF 
NUMBER OF RECORDS: 00005 

DATE OF LAST UPDATE: 00/00/00 
PRIMARY USE DATABASE 


FLD NAME TYPE WIDTH DEC 
001 NAME C 016 

002 STREET C. 020 

003 CITY Cc 015 

003 STATE c 002 

004 ACNT:NUM = C = 010 

005 BALANCE N 008 002, 


** TOTAL ** 00072 


I’ve made the fields STREET, CITY, and ACNT:NUM slightly 
larger than necessary because | may want the extra room in 
the future. When the data is added from the MRG file, dBASE II 
will add trailing blanks to make up the differences in the size 
of the data and the field length. 

We CREATE the receiving DBF file in dBASE Il, leaving it an 
empty file until the APPEND operation. It doesn’t matter, really, 
if the DBF is empty or has 500 records when we do the 
APPEND from the MRG file — dBASE II will tack these records 
to the end of the file. The syntax for the APPEND operation is: 


USE a:account.dbf (the receiving file) 
APPEND FROM a:account.mrg DELIMITED 
00005 RECORDS ADDED 


The 00005 RECORDS ADDED is the resulting dialog from 
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GBASE II telling us the append resulted in x number of records 
being added to the data base. Because of horizontal space 
limitations, | can only show part of the data, as it appears in 
the DBF file. 


1 4 2 1 
1234567890123456 12345678901234567890 123456789012345 
May Company PO Box 10 Irvine 


Wells Fargo Bank PO Box 9988 San Francisco 
Bank of America 1889 Station Two Los Angeles 
Exxon Box 19-Main Street Austin 

TRW PO Box 4040 Los Angeles 


The trailing spaces were added to each field to fill up any 
space where the data was smaller than the field size. 

It doesn’t matter what the ASCII file was delimited with, the 
only command necessary for the APPEND operation is 
APPEND FROM <filename.ext> DELIMITED. dBASE II will strip 
the delimiters from the incoming data. 

One more application that bears discussion is the transfer 
of data from one data base to another data base that has dif- 
ferent field names. 

We have a DBF file with the following structure: 


STRUCTURE FOR FILE: A:ACCOUNT1.DBF 
NUMBER OF RECORDS: 00005 

DATE OF LAST UPDATE: 00/00/00 
PRIMARY USE DATABASE 


FLD NAME TYPE WIDTH DEC 
001 NAME 1 C 016 

002 STREET1 Cc 020 

003 cITy1 cC 015 

003 STATE1 C 002 

004 ACNT:NUM1 C 010 

005 BALANCE1 N 008 002 


** TOTAL ** 00072 


We want to transfer the data in the above data base into the 
data base below. The first DBF file has different field names so 
we cannot use the dBASE II command APPEND FROM 
a:accountl.dbf because the non-compatible field names 
would not match up for the APPEND operation. 


STRUCTURE FOR FILE: A:ACCOUNT2.DBF 
NUMBER OF RECORDS: 00005 

DATE OF LAST UPDATE: 00/00/00 
PRIMARY USE DATABASE 

FLD NAME TYPE WIDTH DEC 
001 NAME2 Cc 06 

002 STREET2 C 020 
003 city2 Cc 015 
003 STATE2 C = 002 
004 ACNT:NUW2 C 010 

005 BALANCE2 N 008 002 
** TOTAL ** 00072 


Using the SDF function we can first transfer the data from 
ACCOUNT 1.DBF to a TXT file and then APPEND this data from 
the TXT file. 


USE a: account1.dbf 
COPY TO a: account. txt SDF 
00005 RECORDS COPIED 


USE a: account2. dbf 
APPEND FROM a: account.txt SDF 
00005 RECORDS ADDED 


The file ACCOUNT2.DBF will now have the data from 
ACCOUNT1.DBF as well as the data that was already there in 
ACCOUNT2.DBF. Using the SDF function, you can almost al- 
ways transfer data from one DBF file to another with ease. 

If you need to extensively change the structure of a data 
base, using the SDF function instead of the MODIFY STRUC- 
TURE command can sometimes make things a bit easier. Just 
create a new DBF file that has no data, copy the old data from 
the original data base to a TXT file and APPEND from the TXT 
file using the SDF function. 

I can’t possibly discuss all the uses of the SDF and DELIM- 
ITED functions. Experimentation is the best way to find out the 
limits of any software. I’ve done some strange things using 
the SDF function like appending alphanumeric data into a pure 
numeric field, etc. Although | haven’t stumbled onto anything 
great, the experimenting has taught me the limits of these 
functions. Learning by doing is the best way | know to dis- 
cover how something works. 

I'd like to thank those people who wrote with a problem, 
tips, or suggestions for future columns. One of those letters 
suggested an article on file conversion and since | ran into 
trouble with the articles | had intended to write, the sugges- 
tion was very timely. My thanks also to Ashton-Tate software 
support -- you people have always been a great source of in- 
formation and always been willing to help. 

One more comment and I’m done. Knowing something and 
conveying that information are two different things. | can usu- 
ally do a pretty good job when | am face to face with people but 
I’m not sure if my information is getting through to you. 

If | am not doing the job | think | am, could you please write 
and let me know. | can take it — | have thick skin and, really | 
don’t have to read your letters if they get too nasty. My trash 
can is the 55-gallon size and can hold a lot of paper so get 
your crayons out and send me some. comments. Write c/o the 
FOG office for now till | decide to face the post office again and 
get a P.O. Box. 


P.S. Some people may take offense at my use of the word func- 
tion to describe the SDF and DELIMIT commands. In the strict 
sense of the word, SDF and DELIMIT are neither commands or 
functions but rather command tail options for the commands 
COPY TO and APPEND FROM. | use the word function to freely 
describe these options. 
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Library Notes 
by Jack Brown 


Listed below are the January FOG Disk Library releases. As 
with all disks released under the new format, the disks are 
each approximately 170K is size. When ordering the disks 
from the FOG office, be sure to specify what format you want. If 
your format will not hold 170K per disk, you must order two 
floppies for each disk you want. Thus if your computer uses 
90K floppies and you want to order one of the disks from the 
reorganized library, you would calculate the cost at $8.00 per 
disk if ordering less than five disks (that’s less than ten 
floppies) or $6.00 per disk if ordering five or more disks. If a 
format is not specified, we will ship Osborne 1 double density. 

Most of the programs and files released this month are 
brand new programs or new versions of old favorites. In a few 
cases, | have incorporated programs from the old library so 
that related programs are grouped together. 

The new typeset Library Directory will be released later this 
quarter. In the interim, a file listing the contents of all releases 
has been sent (with these disks) to the FOG sysops. 

In going through the archives of programs sent to the for- 
mer librarians, | have found that a few files are damaged. 
Where possible, | have contacted the author but some cannot 
be fully identified. If your submission has not appeared on one 
of the new disks, please drop me a note (either by mail or to 
FOG RCP/M #1 or 6). Please include the filename, a brief 
description of the program, and when and how (by disk, 
upload to a FOG board, etc.) you submitted it. 

If you find problems with any of these programs, please let 
me know as soon as possible. 


-FOG/CPM.013: Ham Radio Programs — some not working! 
//CPM013 .DOC: 
/DEC/85 . 
CODE .BAS: Morse Code receiving program 

CONTEST .BAS: QSL contest logging program 

Copy : Sample data file for CONTEST.BAS 
DELUXQSL .BAS: QSL card printing program for Osborne 1 


DELUXQSL .DOC: Doc file for .BAS 


DGPTR PAS: Digital repeater control program 

DIPOLE .BAS: Calculate 1/2 wave dipole resonant length 
boc .BAS: Module for MENU.BAS 

LOG .BAS: QSL contact log program for contests 

LOG = .D0C: Doc on LOG 

LOGBOOK BAS: Comprehensive log program 


a 


" GCPRNT37 .BAS: 
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LOGFMT : Part of LOG.BAS 

LOGPRINT. : Part of LOG.BAS 

MENU -BAS: Menu for DOC, DELUXQSL, LOG, OKIQSL, SUPERDUP, 
TENTEN 

OKIQSL .BAS: QSL card printing program for the Osborne 1 

ORBIT  .BAS: AMSAT Orbital Prediction Program 

ORBITPRG .BAS: Orbital crossing program 

aso -BAS: Main QSO record menu in CBASIC 


QSOEDIT .BAS: 
QSOFIND .BAS: 
QSOLIST .BAS: 
QSOSCAN .BAS: 


Module for QSO 
Module for QSO 
Module for QSO 
Module for QSO 


RTY -CFG; Configuration file for RTY 
RTY .COM: RTTY program 
RTYCPM .DOC: Documentation for RTY.COM 


SUPERDUP .BAS: 
SUPERDUP .DAT: 
SUPERDUP .DOC: 
TENTEN BAS: 
TENTEN .DOC: 
TIMEMACH .BAS: 
TIMEMACH .DOC: 


Contest program 

Data file for Superdup 

Documentation for Superdup logging program 
Program to organize 10x numbers 

Doc for TENTEN 

Calendar generator program - 

Makes box calendar with option for date annota- 
tions 

Determines 1/4 wave vertical antenna length 
Calculates dimensions of VHF yagi antenna 
Calculates propagation from height, dist., 
radius 


VERTICAL .BAS: 
VHF-YAGE .BAS: 
VHFPROP .BAS: 


-FOG/CPM.014: Ham Radio programs — some not working! 
//CPM014 .DOC: Released ‘as-is’ to allow Hams to experiment! 
/DEC/85 . 
GC/CON1C .BAS: Great circle program for direct console input 
(CBASIC) 

Compiled CBASIC GC/CON{C file 

Personalized cover SBR 

Module for GC/CON1C 

Module for GC/CON1C 

Module for GC/CON1C (constants & defines) 
Module for GC/CON1C 

Module for GC/CON1C 

Sample data file 

Sample data file 

Great Circle distance and headings 

Sample data file 

Master GC/ include file 

Compiled CBASIC GRTCIR-C file 

Great Circle distance and heading - for Osborne 
4 


GC/CON1C . INT: 
GC/COVER .BAS: 
GC/OSKRD .BAS: 
GC/ENTRY .BAS: 
GC/INIT .BAS: 
GC/NUCAL .BAS: 
GC/PRTHD .BAS: 
GCDATA  .SDF: 
GCNORTAM . SDF : 


GCWORLD .SDF: 
GRTCIR-C .BAS: 
GRTCIR-C . INT: 
GRTCIR10 .BAS: 


HAMLOG .DBF: Sample HAMLOG data file 

HAMLOG .DOC: Logging system for Amateur Radio in dBASE II 
LOG .CMD: Master menu for HAMLOG 

LOGCHNG .CMD: Data correction for HAMLOG 


LOGENTRY .CMD: 
LOGPRINT .CMD: 
LOGSERCH .CMD: 
LOGSORT .CMD: 
MOONLOC1 .BAS: 


Data entry for HAMLOG 

Formatted print output for HAMLOG 
Search data file program for HAMLOG 
Index program for HAMLOG 
Calculates moon aiming data 
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MOONLOC2 .BAS: 
MOONLOC3 .BAS: 


MOONLOCS .BAS: 
RTTY ASM: 
TTY ASM: 
TTYR - ASM: 
TTYR1 =. ASM: 
TTYX ASM: 


Calculates moon aiming data 

Calculates moon azimuth and elevation 
Calculates moon position 

ASCII to Baudot to ASCII program for PMMI 
Change ASCII-coded-baudot to ASCII 


-FOG/CPM.015: Super directory and Superfile programs 


//CPMO1S .DOC: 


/DEC/85 . 

sD DOC: 
SD .HIS: 
SD -HLP: 
SD110—. ASM: 
$0110 —. COM: 
$D110/2 .COM: 
$D110/4 .COM: 
SFILE .D0C: 
SFILE HIS: 


SFILE23 .ASM: 


SFILE23 .COM: 


Documentation for SD110.COM 

History of modifications for $D110 
Information on installation of SD110 on RCP/M 
Source for $0110 Super Directory program 
Generic COM file SD110 - a super directory 
program 

Two column directory for 52 column screen 
Four column directory for 80 column screen ~ 
Documentation for SFILE23.COM 

History of modifications to SFILE23 

Source for SFILE23 - will even search .LBR 
files! 

Searches for specified file on al] drives/users 


-FOG/CPM.016: Library Utility programs 


//CPMO16 .DOC: 


/DEC/85 . 

DEARC =. COM: 
DEARC =. DOC: 
DEARC PQS: 
DEARC2 . QC: 
DEARC3 IOC: 
LU300 ~—s«. DOL: 
LU310 =. COM: 
LU310—-- HLP: 
MLOAD ~—. COM: 
NULU1S =. COM: 
NULU15 =. NOT: 
NULU1S .WS : 


NULUTERM . ASM: 


De-archives MSDOS.ARC files on CP/M computers 
Documentation on evolution of DEARC 

TURBO Pascal source for DEARC 

DEARC include file 

DEARC include file 


Doc for LU/LRUN 


Combines multiple files into 1 large file 


On-line help screen for LU310 


Load utility for NULUTERM 

Compact program that combines LU and SWEEP 
functions 

Author's comments on new version of NULU 
NULU15 Documentation - Print with WordStar 
Terminal customization for NULU15.COM 


~ -FOG/CPM.017: Z80 Assembler and Disassembler 


//CPM017 .DOC: 


/DEC/85 . 

DZ .COM: 
DZ-DXERS .DOC: 
DZINSTAL .COM: 
DZMENU .OVR; 
DZMSGS —.OVR: 
PHASE1 AZM: 
Z80MR COM: 
Z80MR —. DOC: 
Z80MR TXT: 
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DAZZLESTAR disassembler (Zilog Z80 mnemonics) 
How to contact DAZZLESTAR author 

DAZZLESTAR terminal installation program 
DAZZLESTAR menu overlay file 

DAZZLESTAR help file and on-line documentation 
Example for Z80MR assembler 

280 Macro Assembler 

Documentation for Z80MR 

Information files for Z80MR 
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-FOG/CPM.018: Full screen Editor with macros 

//CPMO18 .DOC: Will access files in ANY user area! 
/DEC/85 .: 
DIF MKT: 
E .COM: 
ECONFIG .COM: 


Macro key file for E.COM 

Full screen text editor 

Terminal configuration and defaults for E.COM 
EXPRESS .OVL: Overlay file for E.COM 

EXPRESS1 .DOC: Documentation for E.COM 

EXPRESS2 .DOC: = 

EXPRESS3 .DOC: “ 

EXPRESS4 .DOC: °' 

EXPRESSS .DOC: ae 

EXPRESS6 .DOC: ‘' 

FEATURES .TXT: Describes features of version 2 (proprietary) 
MX . + Macro file for E.COM : 
README : Short description of EXPRESS editor E.COM 
TERM -DAT: Terminal installation data for E.COM 


-FOG/CPM.019: Full screen text editor w/wordwrap and 
macros 
//CPMO19 .DOC: 
/DEC/85 . 
BISHOW31 .ASM: 
BISHOW31 .COM: 


TYPE command replacement that goes backwards 
or forwards in a file 


VDE .DOC: Doc for generic VDE editor 

VDE-2C .ASM: Assembler source file for VDE 
VDE-2C .COM: Osborne 1 or Vixen configured VDE 
VDE-2C .DOC: Doc for Osborne versions 

VDE-2CE .COM: Osborne Executive configured VDE 


VDE-0S26 .COM: Custom VDE for Osborne 1 or Vixen 
VDE-OX26 .COM: Custom VDE for Osborne Executive 


-F0G/CPM.020: Disk and file utility programs 
//CPMOZO .DOC: 
/DEC/85 


CERTIFY .COM: Disk Certification and Utility program (CP/M 


2.2) 

CERTIFY .DOC: Allows you to map out bad sectors and examine « 
disk ay 

DU-V87_  .DOC: Documentation and examples 

DU-V88 .AQM: Assembler source for DU-V88 

DU-V88 .COM: Disk Utility - saves files on bad disks and 
more! 

EDFILE .COM: Display and edit data in files 

EDFILE .DOC: Doc and examples for EDFILE 

FIX .COM: Disk utility and editor with on-line help 

FIX -DOC: Short intro to FIX.COM 

SPZ -DOC: Doc and info file 

SPZ COM: Disk Utility - menu driven disk sector editor 


A Patch for KEYS.COM 
by Bill Staley 


KEYS.COM is a nice program on FOG/EX1.019 to print out 
your special function keys. Unfortunately, it will only send 
them to the printer. The following is a patch to make 
KEYS.COM send the SFK’s to the screen. If you implement this 
patch the program will no longer send your SFK’s to the 
printer unless you use a *P (control P). 

To implement it, get out your disk with SAVE.COM and 
SID.COM. Enter: © a 


SAVE > (> means carriage return) 
SID B:KEYS 2 


Assuming KEYS is on Drive B, SID will display: 


next msze pc end 
0200 0200 0100 DFFF 


At the #, type: 
A115 
SID will display: 
0115 
Enter NOP three times until it displays: 
0118 
then enter. 
Next enter: 
A131 
SID will display: 
0131 , 


Enter NOP five times until it displays: 
0136 
then enter .2 


Now at the # prompt, enter “C. 

Save will now come up and ask for a filename. Enter some- 
thing like KEYTEST.COM. It will ask for the starting address so 
enter: 


01005 
Then it will ask for the ending address. Enter: 
02005 


“Try it out and when you are sure it works change the name 
back to KEYS.COM or what ever you want. 


While we are on the topic of special function keys, | will give 
you a quick hint for loading the key definitions in memory 
without rebooting. On the last menu of SETUP there is an op- 
tion that will save your choices to memory. This is the fastest 
way if you are saving multiple key definitions. 


[KEY2SCRN.COM on CPM.005 does this! Jack] 


Executive Tips 
with WordStar 3.3, 


and SmartKey II-+ 
by Robert Schine 


‘Modify the “Delete Line” Command in WordStar 


How often have you meant to delete a word and found that 
you hit not “T (~ means control), but “Y, deleting the entire 
line? 

The list of WordStar labels (Version 3.3) on library disk — 
FOG/EX1.018 (filename WS33.D0C) shows that two bytes are 
reserved for the delete line command, while only one is used. 
[On FOG/CPM.004, (filename WSBIBLE.DOC) there are labels 
for WS versions 2.26, 3.0, and 3.3. EdjYou can use SID, or on 
other CP/M machines, DDT, to set the second byte — at ad- 
dress 054E — to 19h (“Y), thus changing the ‘‘Delete Line” 
command to a double letter command “Y*Y. As with other 
double letter commands in WordStar, it does not matter 
whether the control key is depressed for the second letter of 
the command. And hitting any key other than Y simply cancels 
the entire command. 

To make this patch using SID on the Executive, put a COPY 
of WS.COM in Drive B and the CP/M Advanced Utilities Disk in 
Drive A. Type: 


A) SAVE 
A) SID B:WS.COM 


100 (beginning address) 
4600 (ending address) 


That's it. 


A “Fix” for the Overscan on Certain External Monitors: 

Certain external monitors, such as the Amdek, do not get 
along well with the Executive and hide the edges of the display 
in the wings. One can fiddle with the horizontal scan knob on 
the monitor, but either the extreme left or the extreme right of 
the screen gets lost. 

With WordStar, for example, it means that you can nudge 
column one into the visible area of the screen, but the flag 
characters at the right edge — which indicate hard carriage 
returns and valid or invalid dot commands — are out of range. 

Until an electronic wizard finds a true (hardware) solution to 
the problem, here is a not very elegant fix — only for working 
with WordStar. 
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Just use the Custom Terminal Installation feature of 
WordStar Install to define screen width to 76 or 77 columns, 
and the flag characters will reappear when you edit a text. One 
drawback: when screen width has been defined to less than 
80 columns, WordStar makes use of a different and odd-look- 
ing set of menus but that ought not bother veteran WordStar 
users. 


Miscellany on WordStar and Personal Pearl 

Patch WSLSTPAT.ASM on FOG/EX.018 does not seem to 
work. When printing from the main menu, the program 
quits, exits to CP/M, and shows “Internal Error 119”. Can 
anyone tell me what went wrong?? 

One correction to my last submission to the FOGHORN. do 
not use PIP’s archive option with ANY Pearl data files. It 
causes trouble. As an aside, when other problems arise 
with Personal Pearl, the customer-support people at 
Pearlsoft are very helpful. There’s no need to waste money 
on toll calls — they answer written inquiries, and even ask 
you to send in the balky disk for analysis if all else fails. 
The address is: Pearlsoft, Customer Support, P.O. Box 
638, Wilsonville, OR 97070. 


Quirks in SmartKey [1+ 

The SmartKey !I+- manual tells you that computers which, 
like the Executive, have the CP/M Plus operating system can- 
not load SmartKey II+ as part of a Submit batch file. 

That's true, but there is good news. Once SmartKey II+ is 
in memory, it does not interfere with processing other Submit 
files. 

Submit cannot be used for working with the SmartKey II + 
utility ““Fixkey” either. 

Executive owners who use SmartKey II+ with WordStar 
also may notice that it’s no longer possible to run certain pro- 
grams (like SWEEP) from the main menu using the R com- 
mand. The bell peels and the machine stalls. 

Aside from these drawbacks, the CP/M Plus version of 
SmartKey is a good tool. 
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KAYPRO 


CP/M 2.2E and 


the Backgrounder 
by Philip Levin 
Oberlin Osborne Users Group 


CP/M 2.2E is a set of “Enhancement” patches (hence the E) 
designed to work with all versions of Digital System’s CP/M. 

Plu*Perfect provides this product, as well as The 
Backgrounder (BG), in packages configured for most of the 
popular CP/M computer models. 

CP/M 2.2E, according to the introduction in the manual, re- 
places the BIOS and modifies the BDOS originally provided by 
the hardware manufacturer to improve the interface between 
CP/M and the hardware. The benefits claimed include: 


* Automatic turnoff of the drive motors after user-settable 
delay; 

A keyboard buffer with type-ahead storage; 

Permanent, user-settable baud-rate for the serial port(s); 
An automatic optional command execution on cold-boot. 
“Public” files accessible from every drive and user area, 
as well as 

features for specific computer models. 


+ + 8 OF 


For my Kaypro 10, it included the ability to mix single and 
double-sided disks and to turn keyclicks on and off. 

Several of these new features are already present in late 
model Kaypros, but there are other important advantages to 
the system. It incorporates a Command Processor based on 
the public domain ZCPR3, which permits interesting new 
tricks like automatic search of the logged drive and Drive A, 
direct listing of files to a printer, and others. 

Plu*Perfect has also provided a handful of new utilities and 


: built-in commands to compliment 2.2E and BG, including an 


easy-to-use replacement for SUBMIT and a new TYPE com- 
mand that permits line-by-line and page-by-page scrolling, 
both forward and backward. 

The Backgrounder is best described as a partner to 2.2E 
that fully exploits its potentials. Its salient features include: 


*~ Acomplete keyboard definition system which can assign 
up to 255 characters to any key, can “save” your defini- 
tions to a file, and can load definition files automatically, if 
desired in both CP/M and application programs. 

The ability to suspend any program temporarily in order to 
use CP/M in a “background” mode, where most of the 
built-in commands are operable. You can even switch user 
areas, reset with a “C (control C) and return to your 
program. 
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* Several additional utilities, including a powerful print 
spooler (intended mainly for use with PW), that allows you 
to have a whole sequence of files printed while freeing the 
computer for other activity, and another utility that allows 
you to pause in a program to print your current screen. 


Unfortunately, the manuals for these products, especially 
BG, are the usual, dreaded, loosely-organized and unindexed 
affairs. BG really IS, by necessity, a complicated and many- 
faceted system with its temporary and default key definitions 
and other features, but looking at the manual, it seems unnec- 
essarily daunting. 

For example, the BG manual teaches you to create tem- 
porary CP/M key definitions, then how to create temporary 
application program key definitions, and finally, how to save 
the latter to a file. Not until a later chapter are we shown how 
to save the CP/M key definitions. 

Another example is the “DEFINE” key, i.e, the <enter> 
key on the keypad preset to give the “define” command that is 
used to change key definitions. You have to look all over the 
manual to learn that, in WordStar, ALL the keypad definitions 
are suspended, although the rest of the keyboard definitions 
are unaffected, and you have to use an alternate method of 
accessing “DEFINE”. 

Speaking of WordStar; 2.2E and BG are perfectly designed 
to work with WS, but both require patching operations before 
they will work. In NO ONE location can you find a list of the 
patching operations required to run WS with 2.2E and BG. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


[MARVELEPRINT 


Version 2.1 now offers Total Printer Control 
for your dot matrix printer. 

% Access all print features with single * Powerful label program included. 

character codes or WordStar codé. * Optional character set package in- 
% Print proportionally spaced (micro- cludes Italics, script, Hebrew, Arabic, 

spaced) text with right margin justified. Russian, Greek, Math & Science, For- 
% Backspace diacritical marks above eign, Upper ASCII. 

and below foreign characters. % Automatic reversal of Hebrew and 
% Print multiple columns or a specific Arabic keyed in from left to right to 

number of copies. print right to left. 
* Convert WordStar text to ASCII * And much, much more, 


| ACTUAL EXAMPLES USING MARVEL PRINT 
Motice how thie paragraph ia right margin Here are more character set 
Justified, yet all of the text 1a evenly examples created and print- 
spaced? MARVEL PRINT does it ed vith Maver PAINTS 
for your Okidete 92, 192, 2410, Epson ’ 
FX-@0, IBM Proprinter and other similar ys er ft $Cud I dn 
Printera, Call to find out 1f ve have “3y nunay SwEngaiT 18 
Qdded other printers. In order to use our ? 
Character seta you must have ® printer 
that hem a down Loading featere such ae 
the above mentioned printers (Oki 92 Plug 
mn Play and Epson MX-80 do not). We mixed 


. 

swt Ube preety I 
These tvo colusns vere 
printed in one file using 
automatic reverse line feed 
and left margin set. 


an wome Italics, naw ve vill six in @ bit 
OL ecrrpt on thre Lost trne. 


VISA — Mastercard — American Express 
For credit card orders please call our toll-free 
order line 24 hours: 1-800-622-4070. In Illinois: 
1-800-942-7317. For detailed info, dealers or 
tr CoO rei oe $s purchase orders, call (718) 346-2323 or write: 
MARVEL SOFTWARE, 1922 Avenue N 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 


MARVEL PRINT ...... 1... 00-00000000e .$70 
MARVEL PRINT with Character Set package . . . $95 
MARVEL PRINT Demo Diskette (Refunded with 
Burchase) 
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Being no computer expert, I’ll admit that | quit in discour- 
agement at one point in my efforts to get the system working 
before recovering my courage. The patching instructions, 
when located, are actually clear, simple, and easy to follow. 

Having finally succeeded in installing 2.2E and BG on my 
Kaypro 10, my impression is that they are truly revolutionary 
and do exactly what they are supposed to do. 

The new TYPE command eliminates the need to use a word 
processer to examine text files, and in combination with BG, 
allows you to suspend your WS work, return to CP/M to look 
into another file, and then return to your undisturbed WS 
screen. 

The temporary key defining system is a breeze to use and 
although | didn’t at first see any use for it in my work, | now 
use it all the time. 

The PUBLIC feature makes it possible to load your com- 
mand and overlay files in Ao» and access them from any drive 
and user number, so you only need one set of WS command 
files. This feature saved me lots of space on my hard disk, 
since | was using WS in several user numbers. 

BG’s spooler is more sophisticated than WS’s, and | find 
myself using it often to print mailing labels for my mail-order 
business while doing other computer chores. 

Priced at $32 and $45 respectively, 2.2E and BG are in- 
dispensable and inexpensive compliments to CP/M and in- 
crease its power immensely. | predict that they will be 
supplied as original equipment by many manufacturers of 
CP/M hardware in the future. They are produced by: 


Plu*Perfect Systems 
Box 1494 
Idyllwild, CA 92349 
Ph: (714) 659-4432 


FOR SALE 


BUY OSDEX NOW — SAVE $4.00 
Osdex, Comprehensive Index. Key to the blue Osbome I 
User's Reference Guide. Over 2,000 entries. Cross- 
referenced. 64 pp. 

ONLY $4.95 plus $1.00 
postage and handling per 
book. (regular $8.95) 


Periscope Press 
P.O. Box 6926 
Santa Barbara, CA 93160 
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FOG MEMBER 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Osborne 1 For Sale 
Grey case with all standard software, all manuals. Double 
density and 80 column upgrade. NEC monitor (optional). For 
more info. call B. Davidman at (415) 421-9900 daytime or 
(415) 236-9771 night. 


For Sale 
Osborne 1, Double density, 80 or 132 column, original soft- 
ware, $500. Osborne 1 Modem and software, $50. Daisywriter 
2000 printer and serial cable for the Osborne 1, $500. Brother 
Compactronic 60 typewriter /printer, with interface and par- 
allel cable, $350. Call Lance at Archeological Consultants, 
Inc. (605) 673-2829 evenings or weekends. 


PRODUCT 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Osborne, Colby, and Sona Form Joint Venture Company 

The Osborne Computer Corporation, Sona Corporation, and 
Colby Computer will join forces to bring a complete line of 
CP/M, MS-DOS and Apple Macintosh products to the world- 
wide market. 

Osborne contributes its brand name for all products and its 
worldwide distribution network. Colby contributes its newly- 
designed lap top system complete with hard disk and 
electroluminescent display, plus its full range of IBM-compati- 
ble products, PC and Apple Macintosh (by virtue of its status 
as an official Apple Value Added Reseller). Both the 
ruggedized Colby portable PC and the MacColby are aimed at 
the the Tempest-approved market. Sona, primarily an en- 
gineering company, contributes its uniquely-designed, low 
cost IBM-compatible, plus considerable management exper- 
tise in finance and manufacturing. 

The three companies anticipate emerging — through this 
joint venture — as a major player in 1986, when the balance of 
the computer industry shakeout is expected to occur. 
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PUNT, The WordStar Letter Processor - - 

If you use WordStar and write more than one or two letters 
per month, or do mass mailings, you will find PUNT, a new pro- 
gram distributed by The Pacific Foundation for the Advance- 
ment of Science and Medicine very useful. 

PUNT operates in conjunction with WordStar and 
MailMerge, making them into a simple data base program to 
handle address lists and the print formatting of everything re- 
lated to correspondence. It is almost completely automatic 
and is menu driven. 

Inthe data base mode, PUNT manages the contents of your 
mail lists. It automatically creates, formats, edits, and sorts 
them using data entry screens and prompting messages. It 
accepts entry of new data in five automatic formats and can 
handle from three to eight line addresses. 

PUNT also organizes and directs all the printing-related as- 
pects of correspondence. It automatically formats and prints 
letters, types addresses on envelopes, makes mailing labels, 
fills out Federal Express forms, makes Rolodex cards, and 
Creates a mail list roster. It even puts commas and colons in 
the right places at the right times. In formatting your letter, 
PUNT takes care of the date, headings, address box, return 
address, salutation, sincerely, signature, secretary's marks, 
P.S., vertical and horizontal centering, and final letter format. 

When you buy PUNT, you are supporting a scientific re- 
search foundation. All proceeds from PUNT’s distribution are 
used exclusively by The Pacific Foundation for its 
nonreligious educational, scientific, technological, and medi- 
cal work. You can write off $25 of the $48 purchase price from 
your income taxes. 

PUNT works on any computer that runs WordStar/ 
MailMerge versions 3.30 or newer for 8-bit (CP/M) or version 
3.31 or newer for 16-bit (MS-DOS) machines. For more in- 
formation write or call: 


The Pacific Foundation for the 
Advancement of Science and Medicine 
2135 Renrock 
Cleveland, Ohio 44118 
(216) 932-7733 
eee0888 


Info-Ad: New On-line Information Service 

Info-Ad, a new on-line information service for the Bay Area, 
provides articles, reviews and classified advertising free to 
Bay Area users. There is no registration, no user ID codes and 
no monthly service fee. One phone call will put you “on-line”. 

Info-Ad is supported by Bay Area businesses and began 
operation on September 16, 1985. The on-line phone numbers 
are (408) 275-6470, (415) 382-8105, and (707) 557-4261. The 
operating parameters are 300 baud (1200 is on the way), 7 bit, 
1 stop bit and no parity. Paid advertising is available. 

For more information contact Info-Ad, 448 Ignacio Blvd., 
Ste. 226, Novato, CA 94947, ph. (415) 382-1310. Phone any 
time. 
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Presto: The Silent Partner for Your CP/M Computer 

Presto from Spectre Technologies, is a software package 
that adds four useful desktop functions to just about any soft- 
ware you use. — 

Without leaving a program you are working in, Presto gives 
you access to a notepad, timepad, calculator, and screen dump. 
Notepad can read and search disk files and save data to disk; 
Timepad, on clock-equipped machines, displays the current 
time and date, has a calendar for any month and year, and a 
stop watch function that allows event timing and an alarm 
Clock to ring at a preassigned time no matter what other 
computing is being done. 

The calculator operates as a standard four-function, three 
memory floating point calculator with seven digit display,-and 
also as a programmer’s calculator featuring many special 
functions like negate, compliment, and logical operations as 
well as binary, decimal, octal, hexadecimal and character 
modes. The screen dump lets you send anything you see on the 
screen to your printer or a disk file. You can print screen im- 
ages of your favorite software for later reference or patch soft- 
ware directly into WordStar files. ° 

Presto is $39.95. For more information, contact Spectre 
Technologies, 22458 Ventura Blvd., Woodland Hills, CA 
91364, ph: (818) 716-1655. 


Osborne Introduces Complete Line of PC-Compatibles 

Osborne has introduced three new computer systems that 
will be sold through its U.S. and international distribution 
channels. 

First, the Osborne 2000 PC-Kit is an assemble-it-yourself 
PC-compatible offered directly to end users and through deal- 
ers at low prices. The kit consists of a desktop PC-style case, 
power supply, keyboard, and logic board with 64K RAM, serial 
port and built-in floppy controller, at a retail price of $699. 
Osborne also will sell floppy drives; memory upgrades, and 
video boards at bargain prices. To turbocharge the Osborne 
2000, an 8Mhz CPU upgrade is available. 

Second, the Osborne 2100 computer is a two drive, 256K 
RAM, 8088-based computer with a color graphics card, built- 
in serial port and parallel port. The suggested retail price is 
$1695 and a hard disk version is available for $2395. With the 
Osborne 2100, there is an introductory bonus offer of a V20 
CP/M emulator package for $25 until January 31, 1986 (nor- 
mally $99). The V20 package allows the user to run most 
CP/M 80 software on the Osborne 2100, thus retaining the 
value of the the 8-bit software. 

Third, is the Osborne AT. The basic system configuration of 
512k RAM and 1.2MB floppy disk drive has a suggested retail 
Price of $2995. A version with 512K RAM, a 1.2MB floppy disk 
re and a 20MB hard disk has a suggested retail price of 
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dBMAN and dBMAN-NET: New 
dBASE-compatible Data Base Manager 

VeraSoft Corporation has put out two new versions of 
dBMAN and dBMAN-NET with features that were unavailable 
to dBASE users. : 

Version 2 features include password protection, data and 
index file encryption, field level read/write protection, win- 
dows, and user-defined validation of any input data. The prod- 
ucts also support IBM’s PC-NET, MS-DOS 3.1 with record 
locking, and up to 1 billion records per file. dBMAN is cur- 
rently the only dBASE-compatible multiuser data base man- 
ager available. 

With dBMAN-NET’s new password protection, each field 
can be read/write protected so that only designated users can 
access the field. Additional security comes from encrypting 
the data and index files with a user-defined encryption code. 
The windows feature allows data display within an unlimited 
number of user defined windows and all dBMAN commands 
work within the current window. Save and restore commands 
save screen text that otherwise would be overwritten. Users 
also can write their own data validation routine to check any 
data to be entered during execution of a READ command. 

Both come with a 30-day money-back guarantee and are 
not copy protected. There is no run-time license fee for the 
single user version. Prices are single user interpreter, $395; 
run-time, $195 ($495 together); multi-user interpreter, $1100; 
run-time $350 ($1300 together). Contact VeraSoft, 723 
Seawood Way, San Jose, CA 95120, ph: (408) 268-6033. 


Osborne to Represent Computer 
Industry on Exhibition Ship 

Osborne will represent the U.S. mini and micro computer in- 
dustry at Project Expex — a floating showcase of U.S. prod- 
ucts on the motor ship Expex, which will visit 50 ports in 40 
countries starting in the Spring of 1986. 

Assisted and endorsed by the U.S. Department of State, 
Project Expex will promote the sales of U.S. products over- 
seas. The MS Expex also will act as an export sales office dur- 
ing the trip. It will visit the developing nations of South 
America, West and North Africa, the Mediterranean, and the 
Middle East. 

The 40 countries have combined annual imports of $200 
billion. Expex is targeting $5 billion (2.5 percent) of that $200 
billion for the 150 U.S. manufacturers who join the project. 
Osborne, which will be the only computer company at Expex, 
expects its share of sales to be $400 million. 

The Vixen portable and the 2100 multifunction PC are 
among the models Osborne will send on the voyage. Its new 
product line will cover the entire gambit of microprocessor 
systems for the first time — 8, 16, and 32-bit. Osborne also 
will provide printers and multiuser integrated computer 


systems. 
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DATA GENERAL/One and poly-COM: Great 
Communication Capabilities Away from the Office 

With poly-COM, a software package from Polygon Asso- 
ciates, owners of the DATA GENERAL/One PC will be able to 
use their lap-top as a DEC VT52, VT 100 or VT 102 terminal, 
and to transfer ASCII or binary files between the complete line 
of DEC minicomputers (PDP-11, VAX and DEC-20 — all sizes). 

At $200 for the 3-1/2” diskette format, poly-COM fully sup- 
ports all popular DEC full screen editors, including EDT and all 
programs which use advanced terminal features such as 
DEC’s All-In-1. It provides an instant horizontal shift key 
which allows the user to view and work on text up to 132 col- 
umns wide and operates at speeds up to 9600 baud through 
the RS-232 port or through the internal modem port, if 
available. 

For further information contact Polygon Associates, Inc., 
1024 Executive Parkway, St Louis, MO 63141, ph. (314) 576- 
7709. 
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Polygon Announces “‘Trade-up’” Program 

Polygon Associates, Inc., which makes terminal emulation 
and file transfer software, is offering a ‘‘trade-up to Polygon” 
deal. Where you can get a $100 discount off the list price of 
their poly-COM/220 and poly-COM/240 software by trading 
in your old software from a Polygon competitor. 

Just send a photocopy of each system disk you are ‘trading 
up”. The offer comes with a no-risk 30-day 100 per cent guar- 
antee. For more information, contact the Polygon sales depart- 
ment on (314) 576-7709; Polygon Assoc., Inc., 1024 
Executive Parkway, St Louis, MO 63141. 


WestWind Bulletin Board 


The new WestWind Bulletin board is now in service. The .; 


bulletin board lets you leave messages for other users as well 
as the staff at WestWind. Our new software update service is 
available for all WestWind owners. The bulletin Eee can be 
used to get: 


* Latest Product Information. 

News on late breaking specials. : 
Helpful hints on using all the WW products. 

Catalog Information. 


You can now order WestWind products directly through the 
BBS. 

The BBS has the same software as all of the FOG bulletin 
boards thus making it easy for the FOG members to operate. 
The bulletin board telephone number is (415) 692-1861. 


* 
* 
* 


MOVING? 


Please help the FOGHORN move with you. 
Send your membership number and new address to: 


FOG 


P.0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 


Membership number: 
Name: 


New address: 


Please write clearly and give FOG 4 weeks notice to ensure un- 
interrupted delivery. FOG cannot be responsible for 
undelivered FOGHORNs. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


SS, « cK we as & SIGH, 
ZEANNE ar fists 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY ies. 
< 
ACROSS IN BANNER STYLE LETTERING. pornes 


The Banner Program prints 8° or 11” upper and/or ~ = i 
ower case characters in regular and inverse. Letters 
are composed of any characters you choose This 
easy to use program works on any CP/M or MS-DOS 
system with 64K memory and any printer. The Banner 
Program is run like any other .COM or .EXE file and 
includes A to Zinstructions. Whether you are operat- 
ing a business or having fun at home, this program 
has many applications — BANNER. 

ORDERING INFORMATION To order the Banner Program 
send $18.95 plus $2.00 shipping. California residents 
add 6% sales (ax. To Custom Program House, P.0. Box 
4710, Berkeley, CA 94704. Please specify format and 
quantity. VISA & MASTERCARD Accepted. 


PLUS SHIPPING 
PC/MS-D0S 8° CP/M 


5%" CP/M COMPUTER MAKE es 


CPI4 CUSTOM PROGRAMHOUSE 


P.O. Box 4710, Berkeley, CA 94704,(415) 652-8222/24 Hr. Service 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


SURVIVOR'S: 
BLIFELINE DS 
(303) 934-1407 


With fifteen minutes of consulting by phone'l've Solved problems 
that: people had. worked on for days. Their: greatest:cost: by fa 
was, for,the. days: they,could,have.saved by, calling me:sooner, 


WOULD YOU PAY, $20.00% 
TO SAVESTHREE DAYS WORK? 


Since’! 981ive specialized:in‘Osborne’solutions::Let' me'share 
sthem with you:l'also solve problems and teach classesiin dBases- 
Seda ER SOUL SC MAE ae MUA 
ee tS eee ee ee a ee 
For more information ora trial subscription to our? 
newslettersithe:Survivor’s Guideplease;call; (303) 


Advertiser Index 


Application Engineering ....cccceescesecceanacees SD 
Blackship Computer Supply ....... bs wiepeyeree eb eretere -- 4 
C&HAutodat ....... ita aca wea cues: pioieieia gieraia:aiwiéreleseva “AT 
Christian Software .ueicccccccavevesnceccecsionen 33 
Custom Program House ......0+0eeeee0% aia ws ohaterase 74 
Flashlite Software .....+ceeee-+ aie: 6 b¥oravecopare-@ielinvenaiaxs 63 
Intersecting Concepts ......... ale w dlaparevete,e 2 atersleraa 15 
J. Gaudio Company ...ccscceunsccccees sei ereriee< LO 
Marvel Software ....ccscceneees pita aareielois & w jeimdenevere 71 
Mentzer Computer Services .....0e0eeeceeeee setiee OL 
Microtech Computer Services .......-+ aoe semaeesic, & 
Mission Peak SystEMs .......ccccccceecenenecneee 49 
Nuevo Electronics Corp. ....2.+++- SOO re 26 
Poor Person Software ..... aiuslaeva: 6 miszerans ae Semauere 3 6 30 
Public Domain Software ...0.ceccesececncnenenee . 54 
Spectre Technologies, INC. ...0.eeeeeeeeeeeccceees 42 
User's Guide .....ccccccereneee a verses sewer eee 48 
WestWind Computers .....02ccecccesssscescceces 58 
Wizard Of OSZ ..ccccccscccccccccccccencccucncece 11 
Word Processing Users’ Group, INC. ....0+++eeeeeee 19 


foryany,reason,,we'll;refund yourymoney; 


available at'$4.00 each: If you're unhappy with Survivors Guid 


ahi Caudlo ts an electrical enpineer bolding two U.S: Patents on computer systems. He's 
onsuttant to Osborne Computer ‘Corporation and continues to write for their magazine, the 
Portable Companion. Foghorn, Dog Bytes, and his own newsletter. the Sui 's Guide. Sin 
1951 he's been helping people get more from thelr Osborne Computers: 
= J. Gaudio Company, Box 27826, Denver. CO 


Decision on whether or not to discontinue the FOG 
t-shirts will depend on members’ interest. These T- 
shirts are soft blue in color with the FOG logo in 
black and are Hanes 100% cotton. They are cut 
large to allow for shrinkage. Sizes currently avail- 
able are small (34-36) and medium (38-40). We are 
out of stock on the large and X-large sizes. The price 
is $7.50 each including shipping. 

The FOG Disk Library Directory ($5.00 including 
Shipping) lists the disks which have been released 
by the librarians. The directory has a description of 
the files on each disk. Updates to this directory will 
no longer be available. As soon as the revamping of 
the library is completed, a new directory will be an- 
nounced. Target date is January, 1986. 

Each November issue (number two) of the 
FOGHORN contains an index to the previous volume. 
We maintain a full inventory of back issues, either as 
Ndividual issues or as part of a “Best of" issue. See 
Chart below for prices. 
tion eptember of each year we release a compila- 
ine ne 'ssues of a previous volume. “Best of Vol- 

1984 nee including shipping) was released in 
Qeoune tye, Page issue carries all the articles of 
and has no advertising. The 160 page 
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“Best of Volume 2” ($10.00 including Third Class 
postage) has been released. 

The FOG Starter Disk is available in two formats. 
The double density version is on a single disk ($4.00 
including shipping); the single density version is on 
two disks ($4.00 per disk including shipping). The 
programs on these disks will change as better ver- 
sions become available but will always be the pro- 
grams needed to use other programs from the FOG 
Disk Library and FOG RCP/M systems. Please be 
sure to specify the format you require. In the event 
that no format is specified, we will ship Osborne 
double density. 

There is currently about 300 disks in the library. If 
you cannot obtain a copy through your local group 
or RCP/M, you may order directly from the FOG of- 
fice. Your order must specify which disk you want by 
including the FOG Disk Library number. We cannot 
{ill special requests for specific programs from sev- 
eral disks. The price of the disks is $4.00 per disk 
for less than ten disks and $3.00 for ten or more. 
The price includes shipping. Unless a note as to 
which format is desired is included, we will ship 
Osborne single or double density format. 


January, 1986 


Prices of FOG merchandise 
Individual FOGHORN Issues: 
Volume I (remaining stock) .. $1.50 ea. 
Volume Il (remaining stock) .. $1.50 ea. 


Volume Ill (twelve issues) ... $1.50 ea. 
Volume IV... cee eee eee $2.50 ea. 
Best of Volume! ............ $5.00 ea 
Best of Volume ll ........... $10.00 ea. 


Single Density Starter Disk (two) ... $8.00 
Double Density Starter Disk (one) .. $4.00 


Copies of FOG Disk Library: 
less than tendisks ........ $4.00 ea. 
ten or more disks ......... $3.00 ea. 
Library Directory ............ $5.00 ea. 
FOG T-shirts (Sm or Med) ...... $7.50 ea. 


To order any of these items, please send your pay- 
ment to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015- 
0474. You must include your membership-account 
number. If shipment cannot be made, your check will 
be returned or a refund will be sent. 

eeeoeseees 
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Daly City, Ca 94015-0474 - 
United States of America 


TIME VALUE MATERIAL 


Address Correction Requested 
Return Postage Guaranteed 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


FOG (a California corporation which has obtained 
its non-profit, tax exempt status from both the state 
and federal governments) has been formed as a 
users’ group for persons using or interested in 
portable computers and/or the CP/M disk operating 
system with related software. Most of the 15,000 
members (from around the world) attend meetings at 
over 300 locations. 

Dues in FOG are $24.00 per year. This entitles each 
member to a copy of either the FOGHORN or the new 
16-/32- bit publication each month plus access to 
the disk library and the RBBS-RCP/M network sys- 
tems. If you want both publications, add $18.00. 


Name: 
Company (if part of mailing address): 
Addesss: 
City: 

State: 
Publication desired (circle one): 
Home & work phones: 
Member of which local group? 


ZIP or mail code: 
FOGHORN ($24 /yr) 


Local group meetings are open to the public with- 
out charge although access to the disk library is re- 
stricted to the membership. The FO6 Disk Library 
contains only software copyrighted for the public 
domain. Piracy (the copying of proprietary software) 
is strongly condemned. 

In the United States, the FOGHORN is normally 
mailed by non-profit bulk mail. For those who live 
out of the U.S., or those who prefer first class deliv- 
ery of their FOGHORN, additional postage must be 
added to the annual dues. See the chart for details. A 
membership brochure and card will be sent as soon 
as your membership Is processed. : 


CUT HERE 


_—C«Courntry: 
FOG+($24/yr) BOTH ($42/yr) 


1® Class postage (from chart): 


FIRST-CLASS MAIL| 
U.S. Postage 


PAID 
Daly City, CA 
Permit No. 782 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


First Class Postage Rates 
The following is a list of additional charges per 
publication. if you decide to receive both publica- 


tions, please double the amount shown. 


Canada & Mexico (First Class) .........scessareee ADD...$ 9.00 
Members with U.S, addresses who prefer First Class delivery 

to Non-profit bulk mail ...... 2... eee e eee eee ee ADD...$ 9.00 
Central & South America, Caribbean, and Europe (Alrmail 

First Class delivery) ............ssseeceeeeees AOD...$12.00 
Asia, Alrica, & Far East (Alrmail First Class) ........ ADD...$15.00 
Out of North America preferring surface mail ~ deiivery not 

QUarAaNteed siniccccnsarsewsasgenwsweeiiinaey'ss’ ADD...$ 6.00 


Member No. (renewal only): 


Computer type(s)? 

Modem type(s)? Printer type(s)? 

Periperals? 

Interests? Word processing Spreadsheets Datamgm't Education Business Modemcommunications Graphics Statistics. Hamradio Engineering Genealogy Scientific 


Programming Language or Other interest: 
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Send this completed application AND your payment to: FOG 


Be sure to include any required postage surcharge. 
Your membership card will be sent by Ist class mail. 
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P. 0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 
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